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INTRODUCTION 

I am s e v e r a l genera t ions r emoved from the au thor , but think a few words 
of explanation not out of p l a c e . As you will s e e , after read ing the book, 
the author was exceedingly anxious that the da r ing ac t s and brave deeds 
of the Hard ins in the ea r ly set t l ing of Kentucky be p e r p e t u a t e d , and finding 
no o ther m e m b e r of the family willing to under take the t a sk , he did it h i m 
self. He was in del icate heal th at the t ime and p a s s e d away shor t ly after 
finishing the m a n u s c r i p t . 

F r o m t ime to t i m e , the quest ion of i t s publ icat ion has been agi ta ted; but 
with the different m e m b e r s so widely s epa ra t ed , it was hard to get enough 
i n t e r e s t e d to b r ing this about . After many y e a r s , h i s wish has been r e a l i z e d ; 
and th is volume i s now in your hands . 

I recognize the fact , and so will you, that it migh t have been publ ished in 
m o r e m o d e r n , up- to -da te language, and i t s l i t e r a r y fo rm somewhat improved , 
yet i t has been thought bes t to r ep roduce the m a n u s c r i p t subs tan t ia l ly as it 
was wr i t t en . It i s bel ieved that i t s unique and o r ig ina l s ty le will appea l to 
all who read i t , but espec ia l ly to those through whose veins c o u r s e s the 
Hard in blood. 

Thomas J . Hard in 

Below will be found exact copies of the i n sc r ip t i ons found on the tomb stones 
cf Rober t and E lenor Hardin , i l l u s t r a t ed in th is vo lume . To the left of the 
insc r ip t ion on the f o r m e r , t he r e i s a hunting scene showing a hun te r , seated 
on a log, with gun in hand and a dog by h is s ide , sugges t ive of tlie e a r l y 
p ioneer days . 

ROBERT HARDIN ELENOR 
Born in Penn. , May 6, 1776 Wife of 
M a r r i e d Elenor S h e r r i l l , 1799 Rober t Hardin 

In Washington Co. , Ky. B o r n in Nor th Caro l ina 
Depar ted this life March 10, 1840 May 23, 1780 

In Meade Co. , Ky. Depar ted this life Nov. 5, 1869 
Aged 63 y r s . , 10 Ms . , 5 Ds . Aged 88 y r s . , 5 M s . , 12 D s . 



HISTORY OF THE HARDIN FAMILY IN THE 
EARLY SETTLING OF KENTUCKY 

NUMBER I 

Owensboro, Ky. , June 16, 1879 

Cousin El len: 

Yours of the 6th came to hand and with it your batt le of Saratoga. I am doubly-
thankful for your kindness in your warm Hardin- l ike expressions in your le t te r , 
and the p l ea su re it gave me to read your work. The straightforward, strong 
s tyle you wri te sa t is f ies me that no be t ter pen is needed to write up old family 
history than y o u r s . I am glad, indeed, that you have undertaken i t . 

I have not r ece ived the sketches of Uncle Martin and Capt. William Hardin 
(Indian Bill) that I spoke of in my las t , but I am su re of them. Uncle Mart in ' s 
two grandsons , Mar t in and Ben, will collect all of him possible to be found 
amongst the old family in Hardin County, and the descendants of Indian Bill 
of Breckenridge County will of him; but for the p r e s e n t , they are not needed, 
as I don't p ropose in this number to wri te anything but ear ly tradit ions and 
genera l i t ies . 

The tradit ion handed down to me by the old men and women of the family 
differs from many of the wri t ten t radi t ions I have seen. Sam Haycraft says 
"there were th ree of the F r e n c h Hardins reached this country and from the 
three sprang the r a c e . " I have hea rd the old m e m b e r s talk back their t r ad i 
tions many t i m e s and all went back to Ruffle Shirt Mart in . 

I am of the opinion that the r a c e mainly sprang f rom him. Some of the name 
may have c r o s s e d over f rom England. I will give you my reasons for this 
opinion. All ag ree that t h ree b r o t h e r s escaped f rom France in 1572, and got 
over the channel to England. The tradi t ion I was taught is that one of the 
brothers stopped in England and is the father of the race now in that country. 
The other two came f i rs t to Canada, stayed but a short t ime there , thence to 
Virginia; that Mar t in fell in love with an English g i r l ' named Walters on the 
passage from England and m a r r i e d her soon after landing in America ; that 
his brother (his name I neve r heard) was killed soon after they settled in 
Virginia. I never hea rd of any descendants left by him, or that he had a 
wife. All of the old r ace t r aced themselves back to Martin and his English 
wife. I have met many of the name in my rambles over a number of States 
and always found them men and women of the same sturdy family t r a i t s . I 
applied to all of them the same tes t , to s ta r t him or her back on pedigree . 
The summing up was always the same ; they either went back to Martin or to 
the Monongahela, which were of Mar t in ' s stock. I have never found one that 
placed himself anywhere e l s e . I said above that I thought the stock mainly 
sprang from Mar t in . I will amend that and say, a l l that were in Amer ica 
up to forty y e a r s back . I have heard of men of the name in Missouri and 
other Western States that c la imed to be English, though of French origin, 
whose features and s t rong points of t rue manhood show them to be tainted 
very strongly with the blood of the old Virginia r a c e . Mark Hardin of 
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Nevada told me that he had met a number of the name in California and 
Nevada from England whom he believed to be descendants of the b ro the r 
left in England, as they c la imed to be of F rench stock; but enough of my 
speculations as to our or ig in . We a re here and if we a re not all the sons 
and daughters of Mar t in , it i s a comfort to think so. I for one am not 
ashamed to c la im kin with e i ther of the old F renchmen . I will now t u r n my 
attention to f i rs t s e t t l e r s of the name in Kentucky, and here again I will 
come in conflict with a number of w r i t e r s of late date and some that have 
establ ished themse lves as good authori ty in ea r ly h is tory of the f i rs t efforts 
made by the family to r e a c h Kentucky. 

In the fall of 1779, Mark Hardin , known as short Mark, and li t t le John 
visited the Fa l l s and scouted the country as far out as Salt River , in what 
is now Bulli t t County, and up to Har rod ' s ' Creek, in what i s now Oldham 
County. This embraced near ly the whole of Jefferson County and p a r t s of 
the other two, n e a r l y the whole of the t e r r i t o r y passed over by them, and 
is the f inest land in Kentucky. They were so p leased that they de te rmined 
to sea rch no f a r t he r , but go home and re tu rn with thei r effects and locate 
as much of the fine land as pos s ib l e . Neither of them had fami l ies . The 
glowing account they gave of the country fired the r e s t l e s s spi r i t s of the 
whole r ace on e i ther side of the Monongahela, and genera l p repara t ion c o m 
menced to move to and take p o s s e s s i o n of the r ich lands on and near B e a r -
g ra s s Creek , which empi tes into the Ohio River , or did originally, at the 
foot of F i r s t S t ree t , in the (now) cen te r of Louisvi l le . 

A number of them were st i l l in the old Continental Army; these were s u m 
moned home for the move . Two flatboats were rebui l t during the winter of 
1779 and spr ing of 1780. On the f i r s t of March , fifteen famil ies , composed 
entirely of kindred by blood or m a r r i a g e , embarked with their effects, bade 
farewell to the i r old homes and floated down the Monongahela, many of t hem 
never to see the p roposed new homes , They had one large boat . This was 
loaded with the i r h o r s e s , cat t le and heavy movable p roper ty . The other was 
a small , light boat p r e p a r e d especia l ly for their famil ies and lighter effects . 
The heavy boat r equ i r ed nea r ly all the s t rength of the par ty to navigate It 
and care for the stock on it . It was a r ranged that the family boat should be 
manned by two of the men and some boys, and that it should keep i m m e d i a t e l y 
in r ea r of the heavy boat in o r d e r that any ass i s tance should be needed in 
managing i t , it would be in r e ach , or in case of an at tack by the Indians i t 
could be defended. 

All went well with them up to the 20th of March, when near the mouth of the 
Limestone they were furiously at tacked by a la rge force of Indians of the 
t r ibes f rom the Sandusky towns and Chillicothe or Scioto. The men s t ee r ing 
the family boat were both killed by the f i r s t volley f ired. The other boat was 
being r iddled with b a l l s . The men near half were soon killed or cr ipped. No 
ass i s tance could be given to the family boat . It soon drifted on to the n o r t h e r n 
shore and was s t o rmed by the Indians after one of the most heroic defenses 
poss ib le . The Indians were kept a t 'bay until the last man and boy were killed 
on board the boat . The las t to fall was Stephen Hardin, a boy of ten years 
old, a son of John Hardin ( jack Hardin, S r . ) . This lit t le fellow had been 
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exposed through the whole fight, but had loaded and fired his rifle over 
twenty t i m e s . When the Indians had killed all but him, he abandoned his 
place and planted himself by the side of his mother , saying, "Mother, the 
last shot shall be in your defense. " The words of the brave boy were 
hardly ut tered when the Indians came pouring into the boat; two of them, 
tomahawk in hand, rushed-in on him; he shot one of them dead, the other 
one paused and at that moment another Indian shot Stephen through the head 
and he fell dead at his m o t h e r ' s feet. 

The Indians now had things thei r own way. Having lost a number of their 
w a r r i o r s , killed and wounded, they were infuriated to the highest degree . 
They killed the wife and li t t le child of Jacob Shively and a young woman 
whose name I have forgot ten. Two of the brave boys lay badly wounded at 
the bow of the boat; these they had scalped and then chopped to pieces with 
their ha t che t s . The dead, they scalped and mangled their r ema ins . The 
brave l i t t le Stephen, they to re and chopped l i te ra l ly to p ieces in the presence 
of his m o t h e r . His bloody scalp was slapped in her face and over her head 
as a l as t indignity. His clothes were torn off him and his bleeding remains 
were thrown on the s h o r e . The Indians, mangling the r emains of the dead 
to their sat isfact ion, turned the i r attention to plundering the boat and soon 
dragged everything out that they could c a r r y away. Amongst the plunder 
taken was a trunk that contained all the money of the par ty , the l a rge r pa r t 
of it , Continental , of l i t t le value except to buy land with. Two dollars and 
fifty cents of it was good for one hundred a c r e s ; of this I will speak hereaf ter . 
This misfor tune led to events of the g rea tes t impor tance to the family and 
some of the most dar ing feats ever pe r fo rmed by men. 

The women and chi ldren were huddled on the shore in full view of their h u s 
bands and f r i ends , who were m o r e than a mile off and on the Kentucky side 
of the r i v e r , with two killed and four wounded out of fourteen men on board 
the la rge boat. They succeeded in secur ing their boat to the shore , when 
four of the remain ing eight, Jack Hardin , Thomas Harding, Jacob Shively 
and Samuel Payne s t a r t ed out in a canoe. Harding and Payne were unmarr ied 
men. Harding was the b ro the r of M r s . Hardin, Jack Hardin ' s wife. They 
reached the middle of the r i v e r when the Indians, seeing them, quit their 
plundering, seized the i r guns , forty or m o r e of them, and ran down the r iver 
bank opposite the canoe and opened f i re on the four men. Thomas Harding, 
Shively and Payne were wounded the f i r s t volley f ired. Hardin ordered the 
wounded men to use the i r guns as bes t they could while he pulled the canoe 
back to the Kentucky s h o r e . . The wounded men did as ordered and succeeded 
in bringing down two Indians . The canoe got back to the Kentucky shore , 
stuck full of bullets but no other injury to the pa r ty . The th ree men were 
not se r ious ly hur t , but too much disabled to give any further ass is tance in 
molest ing the Indians . The p a r t y was now reduced to five able to per form 
any duty. Chafing like chained t i g e r s , they had to stand and see the helpless 
women and chi ldren dragged off in the midst of a howling pack of savages . 

Can the feelings of a b rave man be- told? Can they be imagined under such 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ? I can do ne i the r . After the canoe with the four r eck les s , 
frantic men was d r iven back, the Indians went howling back to their prey 
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and commenced beating and abusing the p r i sone r s most c rue l ly in re ta l ia t ion 
for the loss of the two b raves in the at tack on the canoe. They then packed 
up such of the plunder as suited them, fired a volley in the d i rec t ion of the 
crippled pa r ty on the shore , and with continuous whoops of defiance they left 
the scene of carnage and ruin, not even caring for their own dead . The above 
is as near as my m e m o r y ' s e r v e s m e , the facts of the t e r r i b l e d i s a s t e r of the 
20th of March, 1780, often re la ted to me and in my presence by my g r a n d 
mother Hardin, he r son Robert who was with her on the boat and during her 
captivity, and by my grandfather , Thomas Harding, the' f a the r of my m o t h e r . 

As soon as the Indians left the family boat the men that were able to, c r o s s e d 
over the r i v e r . The scene that me t them on reaching the boat I give a s r e 
lated by my grandfather , Thomas Harding. He and Shively, though wounded, 
crossed with the pa r ty , the two above named and four of the five unhurt m e n . 
Jack Hardin, l i t t le John Hardin, Mark Hardin and Robertson, who was r e 
lated to the family. As they nea red the shore where the boat l ay , the t e r r i b l e 
havoc opened to the i r view. Two brave men lay dead on top of the boat . 
M r s . Shively lay dead and mangled in the edge of the r i ve r , h e r babe a few 
feet from h e r , i t s head split open. The brave litt le Stephen, son of Jack 
Hardin, lay on the rocks s t r ipped, and chopped and gashed a l l over . The 
inter ior of the boat was s t rewn with the slain. Near the c e n t e r lay the g r im 
form of the Indian Stephen had ki l led. Robertson found the dead body of his 
two sons. The unfortunate Shively found his wife and child, J a c k Hardin , 
his son Stephen. Others were standing by their dead. Silent and t e r r i b l e 
was their grief. Li t t le John Hardin at las t broke the spell tha t bound them 
all by saying in a loud voice: " I t ' s done; let us bury our dead and take un
satisfied revenge on the m u r d e r e r s as long as we can r a i se an a r m to s lay 
an Indian. " A genera l Amen was the r e sponse . Silently but v igorous ly the 
par ty went to work. When the i r mournful task was completed, their agony 
was renewed in contemplat ion of the m i s e r i e s of the living d e a t h of the women 
and children they had seen dr iven off by the savages . Jack Ha rd in ' s wife and 
four-year old son, Rober t , were with them. Rober tson 's wife and two 
children were gone. The wife and two daughters of one of the b rave men 
lying dead on the top of the boat were gone. Others that I do no t r eco l l ec t 
were gone. Jack Hardin and Rober tson were crushed, he lp le s s and unmanned, 
They sat by the pile of ea r th that covered their dead. Their gr ie f was too 
deep for t e a r s ; the i r comrades could not dis turb them. At l a s t Shively took 
each of them by the hand and said: "Boys , I lost all that is wor th living for 
except my duty to my fe l low-man. There l ies my wife and chi ld; they a r e 
bet ter off than y o u r s , but as I hold you both by the hands, I p ledge myself to 
do all in my power to r e scue your wives and chi ldren. " E v e r y man of the 
par ty stepped forward and made the same pledge. The g r i e f - s t r i cken m e n 
joined the pa r ty and c ro s sed over to the boat . A counsel was held and it was 
determined to gather what the Indians had left at the boat and c a r r y it all to 
the large boat and proceed to the Fa l l s of the Ohio. As their a r r a n g e m e n t s 
were now all broken and blasted they could determine there , each for himself , 
what to do. All agreed to make war drring life on the Indians. A t e r r i b l e 
pledge but kept to the l e t t e r . And that they would r i sk everything but honor 
in helping Jack and Robertson in thei r efforts to rescue their wives and 
children. This p ledge, too, was kept to the le t ter by these b r a v e men. It 
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cost the brave Shively his life and Thomas Harding a deep and dangerous 
wound. Mart in Hardin and Mordecai Lincoln, they were not of the par ty , 
but volunteered a f te rwards to be of the pledged par ty to incur hardships 
and dangers that s e e m so fabulous that had I not had it from the par t i e s 
themselves , I would think it a fable. None that knew the men ever dared 
to say that they spoke falsely of themselves or o thers . 

The t e r r ib l e o rdea l that these men passed through from 1780 to 1786 I will 
give in future p a g e s . 

The misfor tunes of the 20th of March, 1780, settled the destiny of the Hardin 
family in Kentucky. It was the cause of their not locating near Louisville 
as the loss of the i r money and famil ies put it out of their power to make 
locations, bes ides it des t royed their plans and disorganized them. Again 
i t was the cause of reunit ing them th ree years la ter and of their settling 
in what i s now Washington County. 

It led to some of the mos t dar ing deeds and despera te r i sks ever performed 
by man and escape with thei r l ives ; all of which I will re la te in their p roper 
p laces . 

Of my g r a n d m o t h e r ' s t r i a l s and adventures during the three and a half years 
of captivity, I will give her own h i s to ry of it as near as my memory se rves me 
F r o m her capture on the fatal 20th of March to her re tu rn in the spring of 
1784. You will no doubt ask the question that has been often asked before 
and never publicly answered . Why such a t ragic affair, attended with such 
consequences as the 20th of March , 1780, never found i ts way into h i s to ry? 
And why men capable of per forming such deeds of he ro i sm as talked of have 
only been lightly mentioned by w r i t e r s ? I will explain why, as I believe I 
know bet ter than any other man now living. During the l ives of the principal 
actors no effort was made to collect and group together facts of their l ives 
and deeds to enable any p e r s o n to wri te a h is tory , if anyone felt disposed 
to do so. Then again, al l the old family were famil iar with the history of 
all and never thought it n e c e s s a r y to wri te things that they thought everybody 
knew. Then again, the s c r a p s of so-cal led his tory have been generally gotten 
by men that knew l i t t le or nothing about the family. For instance - - when my 
brother , Judge M. R. Hardin , died, a perfect cloud of sc r ibb le r s rushed 
forth; each knew all about the Hardin r a c e . I saw at least a dozen and not 
one of them was c o r r e c t , and of Uncle Mart in, Mark, Ben and Charles 
Wickliff it was the s a m e . These imperfec t sc raps have to some extent got 
to the world as good h i s to ry . 

In 1833, my grandmother died; soon after my grandfather and some of the 
other pr inc ipa l a c t o r s in the f i r s t se t t lement of Kentucky. It occurred to 
me that if m a t e r i a l ever was collected to p r e s e r v e family his tory that no 
time was to be los t , as the old men and women that could give the neces sa ry 
facts were pas s ing away. I saw Ben Hardin of Bardstown and Charles A. 
Wickliffe about i t . Ben a s s u r e d me'-that he was then at work at the very 
thing I proposed doing, and would finish it up complete; that he knew exactly 
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where to find all of the m a t e r i a l ; and Wickliffe thought that Ben could and 
would do it be t te r than any other man. I thought he could, but did not be l ieve 
he would, and told them so . I stopped. Ben and C h a r l e s neve r did anything. 
The old men and women that had their heads full of the v e r y m a t e r i a l needed 
and would have been glad of an opportunity of emptying out al l that the i r heads 
were stored with a r e now'dead, 

NUMBER II 

I will now go back to the p a r t y on the Kentucky s h o r e . The women and 
children were in the hands of the Indians. 

The day was now spent; the two dead men on the boat w e r e bu r l ed ; night was 
on them, and with the night the pa r ty expected a second a t tack f r o m the 
Indians. It was de t e rmined to pull the boat well out in the r i v e r and anchor 
t i l l next morning before col lect ing the plunder f rom the family boat left by 
the Indians. They did so and p r e p a r e d for defense . After the p r e p a r a t i o n s 
were made for the night and the wounded men made as comfor tab le as 
possible, it was agreed that the next day should be given to two of the p a r t y 
to ascertain al l they could of the locality and the rou te the Indians had taken . 
The night passed quietly and at daylight Jack and l i t t le John Hard in were 
landed on the Ohio s h o r e . 

Their first object was to a s c e r t a i n if any Indians were In a mbus h n e a r the 
family boat, which s t i l l lay at the place of cap tu re . They soon sat isf ied 
themselves that no danger was to be apprehended; that the Indians were gone . 
Their hurry was a f t e rwards explained by my g r a n d m o t h e r : Tha t the Indians 
were mistaken in the s t r eng th of the pa r ty left on the Kentucky side of the 
r iver ; they moved rap id ly through the woods the r e m a i n d e r of the day t i l l 
late in the night, fear ing an at tack t hemse lve s , a s the i r p a r t y had suffered 
severely in the i r ra id on the boat; they had left a n u m b e r dead and had eight 
or ten wounded with them, s e v e r a l badly. The two H a r d i n s , af ter tel l ing 
their friends that all was safe , took the t r a i l of Indians and followed it to 
where they had camped without halt ing. There they found a child of one 
of the men that was killed on the boat with i ts b r a in s bea t en out. The child 
had been so fr ightened during the m a s s a c r e on the boat that i t s mo the r could 
not quiet i t . I ts constant crying a l a rmed the Indians , thinking i t s c r i e s 
might lead a pursu ing p a r t y to their c amp . To free t h e m s e l v e s of i t , they 
killed it. The two men scooped out a grave with the i r ha t che t s and hands 
and buried i t . 

They resumed the t r a i l and followed it until late in the day without making 
any other d i scovery other than to de te rmine the c o u r s e the Indians had taken . 
They were wholly ignorant at the t ime of the country or where the Indian 
camps or towns lay. They a f te rwards learned the local i ty and that the 
Indians were making towards their ' -towns on the Scioto and upper por t ions of 
the Miami R i v e r s . The two men were now about th i r ty m i l e s f rom their boat 
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and friends, the day near ly spent and they had to r e t r a c e t he i r s t e p s , the 
greater portion of the dis tance in d a r k n e s s and through a dense fo re s t . With 
heavy hear t s they turned their backs on the help less capt ives and r e t r a c e d 
their s teps , which they accomplished after many hours of t ed ious toi l . About 
daylight the next morning, they reached the r ive r and found the boat s t i l l in 
its old place, hai led it and 'were taken on board complete ly worn out by the i r 
long t ramp and want of food. The boat was turned loose and about the f i r s t 
of April reached the F a l l s . But how different f rom the i r expec t a t i ons ! 
The 20th of March had changed bright hopes and happy s m i l e s Into ruin and 
sorrow. Instead of building up happy, peaceful homes and p r o s p e c t i v e p len ty 
for their wives and chi ldren, these men panted for and thought of nothing e l s e 
than the spilling of Indian blood that caused the i r ru in . 

On their a r r i v a l at the F a l l s , s e v e r a l of the wounded m e n w e r e in a ve ry 
cr i t ical condition; one of them died a few days after the i r a r r i v a l and was 
buried on what was Corn Is land, now washed away, al l but the bed of rock i t 
res ted on. The r a i l r oad br idge now p a s s e s over where the i s l a n d and old 
fort once we re . 

The first efforts of the well men of the p a r t y were to m a k e t h e i r wounded 
companions as comfortable as poss ib le , This done, the m o s t of them d i s 
posed of their effects as best they could, as they now wanted nothing that 
would be an incumbrance to them.; for they were de t e rmined to devote t h e m 
selves exclusively to t ry to r e scue their wives and ch i ld ren and kindred f r o m ' 
the Indians, and to s p a r e the life of no r e d w a r r i o r that fell in the i r power . 

As soon as it was pos s ib l e , the f i r s t r e scu ing p a r t y was f o r m e d . It con
sisted of Jack Hardin , l i t t le John Hard in , Thomas Hard ing , whose wound 
was so far healed that he could go, and Rober t son . It was a r r a n g e d that 
Mark Hardin and the other unhurt man should take cha rge of t h e i r camp ef
fects and wounded f r i ends . About the middle of Apr i l the four m e n s t a r t ed 
on their despera te adventure . They had got all the Information pos s ib l e of 
the country inhabited by the Indians and the location of the i r towns as well 
as they were known at that t ime , 

Their object was to find their way to the Indian towns on the upper por t ions 
of the Miami and Scioto R i v e r s . They f i r s t p r e p a r e d d i s g u i s e s , and, as the 
old men used to say, made ve ry good Indians of t h e m s e l v e s . T h i s p r e 
caution was their salvat ion and se rved as a decoy that was fa ta l to a number 
of Indians in their r a ids for four y e a r s a f t e rwards , To sho r t en the i r t r a m p , 
they traveled very nea r ly the route now run by the Louisvi l le and Cincinnati 
Short Line Rai l road. They c a r r i e d no suppl ies , nothing but t h e i r a r m s and 
ammunition. The woods was the i r c o m m i s s a r y d e p a r t m e n t . A couple of logs 
tied together was the i r fe r ryboa t to c r o s s r i v e r s too deep to wade . They 
tied the logs together with bark or v ines , put thei r guns and ammuni t ion on 
them, swimming by the side or behind to the other s h o r e . This was the 
usual way of c ross ing deep water by the old hunters when on foot. In the 
la t ter part of the month, the pa r ty found themse lves back to the place of 
their d isas ter of the 20th of March , and c r o s s e d the r i v e r . T h e r e they 
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found that the heaps of d i r t they had thrown over the i r dead over a month 
before, had not been moles ted . I have often heard Thomas Harding say 
that he had passed through many scenes of carnage , had seen many b a t t l e 
fields; but nothing ever worked up his feelings up to such a degree as the 
graves he looked on that day; of the b rave men, boys , women and chi ldren 
who had been killed by the Indians, under the eyes of the i r husbands , 
fathers and f r iends , that would have r i sked a thousand l ives to have saved 
them, but were power l e s s to do so. They at once took the t r a i l Jack and 
John had followed and their dangers and ha rdsh ips on this darin-g raid 
properly commenced . After the par ty had t rave led s e v e r a l hour s and had 
seen no signs of Indians, they killed a dee r and p r e p a r e d t h r e e days ' r a t ions 
of broiled venison in o rde r that they might not be under the n e c e s s i t y of 
firing a gun or making a f i re . 

Their march now began in e a r n e s t . The t r ack was f ami l i a r to Jack and 
John Hardin and they moved. forward rap id ly . They soon r e a c h e d the camp 
where the child had been kil led. The l i t t le grave had not been moles t ed . 
Night, stopped them on this spc t . A few hours walk next m o r n i n g c a r r i e d 
them to the point where the two Hardins had stopped. Now the e a r l y t ra in ing 
of these men was of the highest use to t hem. By the way, they were no 
novices in woodcraft and Indian war f a r e . 

Their lives had been one continual round of warfare and d a n g e r s . They had 
been trained to the use of a r m s and the c r a c k of the i r r if le was the death 
knell, near ly ce r ta in , of anything they a imed at . 

The trai l was now m o r e than a month old, but to the eye of those exper ienced 
woodsmen, it was v is ib le . Lit t le John and Thomas Harding undertook to 
follow it, while Jack Hardin and R o b e r t s o n should ac t as f l ankers to look for 
Indians and the i r s igns . They moved on for s eve ra l h o u r s , when they came 
upon an old Indian camp on a smal l s t r e a m , a b ranch of the Scioto, in what 
is now Highland County, Ohio, The signs showed that a l a rge p a r t y had 
rested there for a short while; then had been occupied for s e v e r a l weeks by 
a small pa r ty . Their s e a r c h soon told the ta le . They found where two dead 
Indians had been buried Indian fashion, by placing them on the top of the 
ground and then covering them with ea r th and leaves and b r u s h . They opened 
one of the g raves to be ce r t a in , and found a w a r r i o r shot through the shoulder 
He had the appearance of having lain t he re some ten or twelve d a y s . G r a n d 
mother explained it a f t e rwa rds : That the two wounded Indians belonged to 
the Scioto t r ibe and that they could not t r a v e l any f a r the r and that the p a r t y 
halted for th ree days , hunting and quar re l ing over the divis ion of the plunder 
and p r i sone r s . The wounded Indians grew worse and they left them in the 
care of two o thers and moved on. 

The Scioto Indians took he r and three other women and some ch i ldren , six 
or eight, and s tar ted for thei r town, where Chill icothe now s t a n d s . The 
Miami Indians took M r s . Rober t son and some o thers and s t a r t e d for thei r 
towns on the Lit t le Miami . The four men soon found that the pa r ty had 
split, and they also found signs that told them that the p r i s o n e r s had been 
divided between the two p a r t i e s . A council was held, and they agreed to 
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fo rm two p a r t i e s t h e m s e l v e s . T h a t l i t t l e John H a r d i n and R o b e r t s o n wou ld 
follow the t r a i l of the M i a m i s and J a c k H a r d i n and T h o m a s H a r d i n g would 
take the t r a i l of the S c i o t o s , F o r t u n e so a r r a n g e d tha t H a r d i n and R o b e r t s o n 
were each to follow the t r a i l tha t led to t h e i r c a p t i v e w i v e s , but not to be 
r e scued by t h e m . 

The p a r t y a r r a n g e d t h e i r d i s g u i s e s and s e p a r a t e d , h a r d l y h o p i n g e v e r to 
m e e t again, as they we l l knew the d a n g e r s b e f o r e t h e m . I wi l l fol low H a r d i n 
and Harding f i r s t . T h e y w e r e n e c e s s a r i l y s low i n t h e i r a d v a n c e , a s t h e 
length of t ime s ince the t r a i l t h e y w e r e fol lowing had n e a r l y o b l i t e r a t e d 
e v e r y t r a ce of i t . Now and then s o m e i m p r e s s i o n of the foot in soft g r o u n d , 
a broken twig, or a c a s u a l m a r k on a t r e e was suf f ic ien t fo r t h e s e s h a r p - e y e d 
m e n to follow i t . 

The morn ing af te r the p a r t y s e p a r a t e d , they c a m e on a c a m p w h e r e the I n 
dians had evident ly spen t a n igh t , a s r a a r k s of c a m p f i r e s w e r e p l e n t y . H e r e 
Hard in found p a r t of an old shoe t h a t he knew a t s igh t to be one t h a t he h i m 
self had m a d e for h i s w i f e . " T h i s old s h o e , " he of ten s a i d , " w a s t h e r i c h e s t 
find of his l i fe , " for i t to ld h i m t h a t h i s wife was wi th t h e p a r t y he w a s t r a i l 
ing and n e r v e d h i m up to t a k e r i s k s tha t he p r o b a b l y cou ld n e v e r h a v e t a k e n 
if he had been in doubt of h e r b e i n g b e f o r e h i m . Up to t h i s t i m e , t h e y had 
seen no Indians n o r v e r y f r e s h s i g n s . But soon a f t e r l e a v i n g the old c a m p , 
they found s igns in a b u n d a n c e to s a t i s f y t h e m tha t t hey had m o r e to do t h a n 
follow the t r a i l . 

D i scove ry was c e r t a i n r u i n to t h e i r a d v e n t u r e , if not t h e l o s s of t h e i r l i v e s . 
Not knowing the g r o u n d t h e y w e r e on, n o r w h e r e the I n d i a n v i l l a g e s w e r e 
located , it r e q u i r e d the m o s t r i g i d c a u t i o n in m o v i n g f o r w a r d . T h e y 
d e t e r m i n e d to c o n c e a l t h e m s e l v e s unt i l n ight and t h e n e x p l o r e . T h i s p r e 
caution saved t h e m , a s t h e woods w e r e full of I n d i a n s . T h e y h a d no t b e e n 
long concea led when t h e y h e a r d s e v e r a l sho t s in d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s , one 
of them v e r y n e a r t h e m . T h e y c a u t i o u s l y c r e p t out i n t h e d i r e c t i o n and s a w 
an Indian in hot p u r s u i t of a c r i p p l e d d e e r . T h i s e x p l a i n e d to t h e m tha t t he 
Indians w e r e on a g e n e r a l hunt and tha t t hey w e r e l i a b l e to f a l l i n wi th t h e m 
any m o m e n t and tha t t h e y w e r e no g r e a t d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e i r g e n e r a l h e a d 
q u a r t e r s. 

They lay c lose and w a t c h e d the Ind i an and d e e r un t i l t h e y s a w t h e d e e r 
b u t c h e r e d , and the Ind ian s h o u l d e r e d i t and m o v e d off i n a n o r t h e a s t e r l y 
d i r ec t i on . This gave t h e m a c lue to the c o u r s e of t h e i r c a m p . Night c a m e 
on, they took the c o u r s e t h e I n d i a n had gone with h i s d e e r , and a f t e r two 
h o u r s ' walk they s t r u c k the Sc io to R i v e r . While c o n s u l t i n g wha t c o u r s e to 
t ake , they d i s c o v e r e d a c a n o e c o m i n g up the r i v e r . T h e y a t once l a id t h e i r 
p lans to follow the c a n o e to i t s p l a c e of l a n d i n g . T h e y found t h a t i t w a s 
manned by two b r a v e s . T h e y le t i t p a s s and t hen s lowly bu t c a u t i o u s l y 
followed it for s e v e r a l h o u r s , w h e n they c a m e in s igh t of a l a r g e v i l l a g e . 

The work now be fo re t h e m w a s to a s c e r t a i n w h e t h e r the c a p t i v e s t hey sough t 
we re t h e r e ; and if t h e r e , nex t to r e s c u e t h e m if p o s s i b l e . T h e y spen t s e v e r a l 
h o u r s in r e c o n n o i t c r i n g , then a s day would soon b e on t h e m , a s e c u r e p l a c e 
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of concea lmen t m u s t be found. Knowing no th ing of the s u r r o u n d i n g s , t h i s 
was no easy m a t t e r for t h e m to d e c i d e . 

At a v e n t u r e , t hey d e c i d e d to c r o s s o v e r t he S c i o t o ; t h e y did so and wa lked 
about two m i l e s b a c k , when they s t u m b l e d on a d e n s e t h i c k e t and c o n c l u d e d 
to r i s k the day h e r e . Day l igh t c o m i n g on , they soon found a p l a c e tha t 
sui ted t h e m ; and t hey p r e p a r e d to spend t h e d a y . T h e y had a few p o u n d s of 
h a l f - r a w ven i son ; of t h i s , t hey b r e a k f a s t e d . T h e y s l e p t , one at a t i m e , the 
o ther keeping g u a r d . T h e y f r e q u e n t l y h e a r d I n d i a n s d u r i n g t h e d a y , but s a w 
none. Night c a m e on; t h e y c r e p t out of t h e i r hiding d e n s w i t h t h e w o l v e s . 
They spent the n igh t i n p r o w l i n g a r o u n d and in the s u b u r b s of the v i l l a g e . 
All they l e a r n e d th i s n i g h t was the l o c a l i t y of the p l a c e a n d t h a t the I n d i a n s 
we re cur ing a l a r g e a m o u n t of d e e r m e a t , wh ich t h e y I n t e r p r e t e d to m e a n 
a ra id on the whi te s e t t l e r s of t he f r o n t i e r . T h e y w e r e e n t i r e l y out of p r o 
v i s ions and m u s t h a v e a f r e s h s u p p l y , so t h e y r e c r o s s e d t h e r i v e r and 
t r a m p e d some e igh t o r t en m i l e s b a c k by d a y l i g h t . T h e y s o o n found c a m p 
ing ground tha t s u i t e d t h e m in a d e e p r a v i n e . T h e y w e r e no t long In f inding 
game to supply t h e i r w a n t s for t he p r e s e n t and for s e v e r a l d a y s to c o m e . 
After b ro i l ing t h e i r m e a t , l a t e i n the e v e n i n g t h e y s t a r t e d b a c k to t h e v i l l a g e 
They r e a c h e d the r i v e r o p p o s i t e the p l a c e s o o n a f t e r d a r k and found the town 
full of busy I n d i a n s . T h e r e s e e m e d to be m o r e w a r r i o r s t h a n would b e l o n g 
to any one p l a c e of the s i z e , wh ich was t r u e , for t h e y h a d c o m e in to m a k e 
a r r a n g e m e n t s for a r a i d on the Ohio R i v e r . T h e y had had a n o t i c e g iven 
t h e m tha t a n u m b e r of b o a t s w e r e p r e p a r i n g to d e s c e n d t h a t r i v e r . T h e a d 
v e n t u r e r s d e t e r m i n e d to find s o m e safe p l a c e t ha t t h e y cou ld w a t c h the t o w n 
through the next d a y and d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r t h o s e t h e y s o u g h t w e r e t h e r e , 
and if t h e r e to r e s c u e t h e m if p o s s i b l e . T h e y e x a m i n e d t h e l o c a l i t y on b o t h 
s ides of the r i v e r and f i na l l y s e t t l e d on a c l u m p of t r e e s on the b a n k of the 
r i v e r on the e a s t s h o r e n e a r l y o p p o s i t e t he town . T h e y e x a m i n e d t h e t r e e s 
and found a l a r g e , t h i c k - t o p p e d one t ha t p r o m i s e d to a n s w e r t h e i r p u r p o s e . 
One of the m e n c l i m b e d i t and found tha t he could s e e w e l l o v e r the v i l l a g e 
and could not be s e e n h i m s e l f . T h e y w a i t e d t i l l d a y , w h e n t h e y wen t up the 
t r e e and each s e l e c t e d h i s p l a c e . As the m o r n i n g o p e n e d , t he I n d i a n s c a m e 
out of t h e i r h u t s ; the s q u a w s b u s i e d t h e m s e l v e s p r e p a r i n g t h e m o r n i n g m e a l . 
Some of t h e m c a m e to the r i v e r for w a t e r and to b a t h e t h e i r c h i l d r e n ; bu t 
few of the bucks a p p e a r e d unt i l n e a r the m i d d l e of t he d a y . T h e y d id not s e e 
anyone but I n d i a n s un t i l a f t e r the t u r n of t h e day ; t hen J a c k H a r d i n b e c a m e 
sa t i s f ied that he s a w a l i t t l e boy n e a r the m i d d l e of the t own p l a y i n g a r o u n d 
a m i s e r a b l e hu t , and t h a t the boy was h i s s o n , R o b e r t H a r d i n . He c a l l e d 
H a r d i n g ' s a t t en t ion to t h e p l a c e and bo th w a t c h e d i t for a t i m e . T h e l i t t l e 
boy s t i l l p l ayed a r o u n d . A f t e r an h o u r o r so a l l d o u b t s w e r e c l e a r e d a w a y 
by a woman c o m i n g out and t ak ing the boy by the h a n d and l e a d i n g h i m b a c k 
into the hut . T h i s w o m a n J a c k H a r d i n k n e w to be h i s w i f e , and T h o m a s 
Hard ing knew h e r to be h i s s i s t e r . The two f r o m t h e i r t r e e had a full v i ew 
of the r i v e r , town and s h o r e . T h e y la id t h e i r p l a n s fo r t h e r e s c u e . T h e y 
se l ec t ed t he i r r o u t e in to and out of the t own , tha t t hey would t a k e a l a r g e 
canoe that lay t i ed b e f o r e t h e m , m a r k e d out the spo t w h e r e t hey would l e a v e 
i t , e t c . F o u r o r f ive h o u r s of d a y l i g h t w a s s t i l l b e f o r e t h e m , and m i d n i g h t 
m u s t come b e f o r e the r a i d could be m a d e . As n igh t a p p r o a c h e d , the sun 
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was obscured with clouds; this the men looked upon as fortunate - - the 
thicker the d a r k n e s s , the bet ter the chance of s u c c e s s . They l ingered in 
the t ree until late to note all the land m a r k s poss ible by night . About nine 
o'clock, they came down, c ros sed the r i v e r and s teal thi ly p a s s e d over as 
much of the ground as it was poss ib le to do without coming in contact with 
Indians. About twelve o'clock, they made the i r final a r r a n g e m e n t s , s ecured 
the canoe, dropped it down to where they wanted i t , p laced the i r r if les and 
shot pouches in the roots of the t r e e they had se lec ted as a guide back to the 
r iver . All was now ready for their pe r i l ous under taking. T h e s o two men w e r e 
about putting themse lves in the ve ry center of a la rge Indian camp , relying 
on their skill, tomahawks and butcher- .knives. Each knew the unflinching 
courage of the other; thus each was a power to the o ther . With ha tche ts In 
hand they no i se less ly glided into the camp and had n e a r l y r e a c h e d their object 
when a fierce Indian dog flew out at t hem, barking fur iously . This cal led up 
other dogs, and the i r united barking a roused the Indians and they rushed up, 
most of them unarmed, or only with the i r camp c lubs , one of them demanding 
in his own language who they were , mis tak ing them for Ind ians . Though d i s 
guised, as Indians, they could not talk the Indians language . 

The Indians, seeing th i s , rushed on them, calling o the r s to put in . They w e r e 
rewarded for this by Harding sinking his hatchet to the helve in one of the i r 
heads. This brought about a genera l howl f rom a number of Indians that 
s tart led the whole camp, and they swarmed from a l l a round, yel l ing like 
demons. The two were at tacked from all s i d e s , and one of the mos t unequal 
battles that was ever fought on the continent began. Fifty or m o r e b r a v e s , 
backed by a mult i tude of squaws, boys and dogs , agains t the two m e n . The 
beauty of this fight was the mis take the Indians were labor ing under; they 
never once suspected that the i r enemies were white men, but thought they 
were thieving Indians f rom a town higher up the r i v e r . This m i s t a k e , coupled 
with their d isguise , let t hese two r e c k l e s s white men out. As the Indians, 
but few of them, were a r m e d , our h e r o e s had but l i t t le t roub le in dr iving 
them before them; but while they were c lear ing the i r f ront , the Indians would 
close on their r e a r . They had knocked down s e v e r a l and were in a fair way 
to cut their way out when s e v e r a l Indians appeared on the scene with m u s k e t s . 
The two saw at once that they were lost unless the mos t d e s p e r a t e efforts w e r e 
made. They rushed on the Indians in the i r front and were l i t e r a l ly hewing 
out a road for themse lves when one of the muske t s was f i red in the r e a r . _The 
charge struck Thomas Harding in the thigh about two inches below the hip 
joint, inflicting a deep and bad wound; the bal l p a s s e d outside the bone. The 
shock threw him to the ground and for a shor t t ime , the l imb was para lyzed 
so that he could not r i s e . Jack Hardin , seeing his b rave fr iend down, thought 
all was lost, and de te rmined to sel l the i r l ives at the h ighes t p r i c e poss ib le 
and began work in e a r n e s t , s t r ik ing everything in r e a c h of h im. Harding, by 
this t ime, regained his feet and pi tched into the fight. Here a mi s t ake of the 
Indians saved the two men again . Jack had s t ruck down an Indian, who got up 
crazed from the blow he had rece ived on his head, and, pi tching into the n e a r e s t 
Indians to him, the other Indians mis took h im for a new foe or one of the old 
ones and closed in on h im. 
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A furious family fight ensued in the da rk which a t t rac ted so much of the a t 
tention of the Indians that the two men, taking advantage of i t , cut the i r way 
out and made good the i r escape to the r i v e r , got the i r a r m s , boarded t h e i r 
stolen canoe and pushed down s t r e a m , leaving the Indians running, howling, 
and fighting in the vi l lage. 

As soon as the canoe was at a safe d i s tance , they turned the i r at tention to 
Harding's wounds. He had bled so profusely that his s t rength was fast fai l ing. 
Hardin d r e s s e d it as best he could in the dark by tear ing s t r i p s from the i r 
scanty clothing for bandages; this done, he with a heavy h e a r t applied h i m 
self to paddling the canoe as far as poss ib le down the r i ve r before dayl ight . 
They had gone some twelve or fifteen mi les before dawn; safety now r e q u i r e d 
them to look for a secure hiding p l a c e . They d iscovered the mouth of a s m a l l 
s t ream with water enough to float thei r canoe. Up this they paddled until they 
found a safe place to hide thei r canoe. This they did and filled it with w a t e r . 
Hardin p r epa red a bed for Harding by scraping leaves together and c a r r i e d 
him to it; his wound and loss of blood by this t ime had r ende red him n e a r l y 
he lp less . Hardin now applied himself to the r e d r e s s i n g of Hard ing ' s wound. 
Few of the p re sen t day unders tand backwoods s u r g e r y , how they set bones 
or d re s sed wounds. A broken bone, after being p r e s s e d in p l a c e , was wrapped 
with thick, soft moss found on the roots of old t r e e s or logs , then s t r ipped 
with stiff ba rk hickory, genera l ly , then tied with ba rk peeled from s m a l l t r e e s 
or s t r ips of deer skin. The m o s s answered a double pu rpose , was soft to the 
wound and retained moi s tu re well . On wounds they spread ove r , f i r s t the 
smoothest leaves they could find, then the m o s s ; to this they applied wa te r 
freely. There is no application of the p re sen t day be t t e r calculated to keep 
down fever and assuage swelling than the old hun t e r ' s poul t ice . 

Hardin d r e s s e d Harding ' s wound in this way until they reached the F a l l s . The 
day passed in sad meditat ion; all was lost for the p r e s e n t . Harding lay on a 
bed of leaves he lp less ; Hardin must stay with him and care for h im. The i r 
toi ls , pr ivat ions and dangers were for nothing. They had made an a lmos t 
superhuman effort and had failed. What their feelings were they used to say 
they could not tell t h e m s e l v e s . Severa l t imes through the day, they h e a r d 
the Indians on the r i v e r , but none ever found the i r c amp . 

I will d ig res s and give Grandmothe r ' s account of the a t tack. Her husband 
was not mis t aken . She was the woman he saw from his p lace in the t r e e . 
She was a roused by the noise of the dogs and Indians and at once knew that 
something very unusual had turned up. She and a young woman of Dutch 
origin were occupying the same hut. (Of this woman, I will te l l h e r e a f t e r . ) 

She and the woman went to the en t rance of the hut and saw a struggling m a s s 
of men furiously fighting about fifty feet from them. The da rkness was such 
that they could not dis t inguish one from another . The Indians were in g rea t 
commotion, running from all q u a r t e r s to the place of the up roa r . When the 
gun fired, the light for a moment gave he r a c lear view, and she saw the two 
men fighting in the mids t of the mob and knew they were not Indians . The 
forms of the men she thought she knew and a feeling came over her at once 
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that t hey w e r e h e r h u s b a n d and b r o t h e r . She s aw t h e t a l l one fa l l wi th t h e 
flash of t he gun; s aw the m a n s t i l l on h i s f ee t d e a l i n g t e r r i b l e b lows a r o u n d 
him and ove r the f a l l e n one ; s aw t h e t a l l m a n up a g a i n ; and i n the fight s a w 
the c r a z y Ind ian in h i s wild fight wi th h i s f r i e n d s ; s a w the two m e n cut t h e i r 
way out of the m o b and d i s a p p e a r . She s a id the n o i s e , f igh t ing and u p r o a r 
were a p p a l l i n g ; that the I n d i a n s a l l s e e m e d c r a z e d , , and in the d a r k n e s s 
they m i s t o o k e a c h o t h e r for e n e m i e s and a g e n e r a l k n o c k d o w n e n s u e d f o r a 
t ime . 

The next m o r n i n g r e v e a l e d a b loody s c e n e . T h r e e w e r e k i l l e d and n e a r 
twenty wounded , s o m e of t h e m b a d l y , Wi th l ight n e x t m o r n i n g , t hey m i s s e d 
the canoe and t r a c k e d H a r d i n to the r i v e r by t h e b l o o d f r o m H a r d i n g ' s w o u n d . 
R u n n e r s w e r e p u s h e d off down the r i v e r and a l s o up t h e r i v e r to the c a m p s 
above . T h e y w e r e c l e a r l y of t he op in ion t h a t t h e i r t r o u b l e w a s c a u s e d by 
bad I n d i a n s f r o m a b o v e , not d r e a m i n g t h a t a whi t e m a n d a r e d s e t foot i n 
the i r c a m p , and t hen the d i s g u i s e w o r n by the a d v e n t u r e r s e f f e c t u a l l y d e c e i v e d 
them. In the e v e n i n g , t he p a r t y s e n t down the r i v e r c a m e b a c k , h a v i n g m e t 
with Ind i ans f r o m b e l o w tha t a s s u r e d t h e m tha t no c a n o e h a d p a s s e d d o w n . 
M e a n t i m e the e x c i t e m e n t i n the v i l l a g e r a n h i g h , and t h r e a t s of v e n g e a n c e 
were f r e e l y m a d e a g a i n s t the Uppe r I n d i a n s , and a q u a r r e l e n s u e d b e t w e e n 
them t h a t r a n so h igh i t c o m p l e t e l y b r o k e up t h e p r o p o s e d r a i d on t h e Ohio 
and f r o n t i e r s e t t l e m e n t s t h e y w e r e p r e p a r i n g f o r . 

If you wi l l p a r d o n m e for t h i s d i g r e s s i o n , I w i l l now ge t b a c k to m y s u b j e c t . 

At n ight , H a r d i n c a r r i e d H a r d i n g b a c k to the c a n o e , and a f t e r f r e e i n g i t of 
water p l a c e d h i m a s c o m f o r t a b l e a s p o s s i b l e i n t h e bow; h e t o o k h i s p l a c e i n 
the s t e r n and p a d d l e d out of t h e i r h i d i n g p l a c e to t h e r i v e r . H a r d i n g cou ld 
st i l l be of u s e . He cou ld w a t c h and u s e h i s r i f l e . He k e p t b o t h t h e i r r i f l e s 
by his s i d e and had the ful l u s e of h i s e y e s and e a r s . 

As qu ie t ly a s p o s s i b l e , t h e y p u s h e d on down t h e r i v e r . T h e y s a y n o t h i n g 
until abou t m i d n i g h t , when t h e y p a s s e d a c a m p - f i r e on the b a n k . T h e y w e r e 
not n o t i c e d by the p a r t y on s h o r e . 

The m o r n i n g s t i l l found t h e m on the Sc io to and t h e y a g a i n found s h e l t e r i n a 
cove beh ind a l a r g e d r i f t p i l e . H u n g e r w a s now the m a s t e r of t he s i t u a t i o n , 
and H a r d i n w a s f o r c e d to l e a v e H a r d i n g to p r o c u r e s o m e t h i n g to e a t . A f t e r 
mak ing h i m a s c o m f o r t a b l e a s he cou ld , he took to t h e w o o d s and went b a c k 
about two m i l e s , k i l l e d a d e e r , bu i l t a f i r e , b r o i l e d and r o a s t e d n e a r ha l f 
of it and c a r r i e d i t b a c k wi th h i m . N o t h i n g h a d d i s t u r b e d H a r d i n g i n h i s 
a b s e n c e . At n igh t the c a n o e w a s a g a i n pu t a f loa t and i n a few h o u r s t h e y 
floated out on the b r o a d Oh io , H a r d i n w a s now in g r e a t want, of s l e e p , and 
they a g r e e d to pu l l out in the m i d d l e of t h e r i v e r and l e t i t f loa t wh i l e H a r d i n 
s lept . H a r d i n g would w a t c h . He s l e p t s o m e h o u r s , w h e n H a r d i n g s a w s o m e 
thing in t h e r i v e r t ha t looked s u s p i c i o u s and a r o u s e d h i m up, It p r o v e d to b e 
a canoe wi th s e v e r a l o c c u p a n t s , e v i d e n t l y pu l l ing out to cu t t h e m off. T h e y 
lay quiet unt i l in good r a n g e , when H a r d i n h a i l e d t h e m , t h i n k i n g t hey m i g h t 
be white m e n , but r e c e i v i n g no a n s w e r he a i m e d h i s r i f l e and f i r e d . T h a t 
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told the tale; an Indian 's howl of pain was the response ; soon two shots w e r e 
fired at them from the Indians. Harding returned the fire while Hardin 
loaded his r i f le . The Indians were now making for the Ohio shore, and 
Hardin gave them a par t ing salute and they were troubled no more that n ight . 
Morning found them not far from the place of their d i sas te r of the 20th of 
March. Ea r ly in the day, they came in sight of the place of their mis for tune 
and floated sorrowfully and silently by. 

Nothing worthy of note occurred to them the res t of the way to the F a l l s , 
which they reached in a deplorable condition, having been exposed for a 
month to dange r s , pr ivat ions and hardships almost incredible to tell of. 
Their Indian cos tumes were worn and torn nearly off of them. Hardin ' s 
powerful f rame was haggard and wan, while Harding, from his wound and 
hardships , was reduced to a skeleton, and the old men used to say that the 
worst of all was that they had to tel l their friends that they had found the 
captives but had failed to r e scue them. 

They found but few of thei r fr iends at the F a l l s . Mark Hardin and all of 
the par ty that was able had left a few days before thei r a r r i v a l with a p a r t y 
in pursuit of a band of Indians, that had c rossed the Ohio River near the 
mouth of Slat R ive r . Two or t h r ee of the disabled men were there , among 
them Jacob Shively. He had not recovered from his wounds. 

There were no t idings from li t t le John Hardin and Rober tson. They were 
gladdened with the news that Col. George Rogers Clark was actively at work 
organizing a force to move on after the very Indians they had just been e n 
gaged with. This was glad news to Hardin , for it gave him high hopes of r e 
covering his wife and son, as well as to wreck vengeance on the hated In 
dians. Harding 's condition was very bad; exposure , want of nour ishment 
and proper t r e a t m e n t was tell ing on him fearfully. The peop le of the F a l l s 
provided the bes t qua r t e r s they had for him and did all they could for h i m , 
but near a year e lapsed before he was able to take the war path again. 

About the f i rs t week of June the pa r ty in pursui t of the Indians re turned . 
They had followed them back to the Wabash, at the mouth of White River , in 
Indiana, found them in camp, had made a night attack on them and drove them 
across White R ive r , doing them some damage . Soon after th i s , little John 
and Robertson made their appearance on the r iver bank where Jeffersonvi l le , 
Indiana now s tands , A canoe c ros sed over after them and brought them to 
Corn Island. Thei r ludicrous appearance on landing was a source of laughter 
to the old men as long as they lived. The Indian toggery they had put on when 
the party s ta r ted out had worn off of them and they had replaced it with wha t 
ever they could lay the i r hands on from the Indians that they killed on the i r 
long raid; everthing conceivable of Indian d r e s s was on them, as well as 
ornaments . John was a wild, r e c k l e s s fellow with a big vein of humor r u n 
ning through h im, cunning as a fox, but the very essence of b rave ry . When 
he scented an Indian and took his t r a i l , that Indian was about the same thing 
as dead and sca lped, John ' s o rnaments a t t racted more attention than all the 
r e s t . He had killed an Indian who was evidently a great dandy, for he was 
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covered with toggery . On his head, he wore a cap made of the skin of a 
b e a r ' s head, the e a r s , nose and front teeth left on i t . In the center of the 
cap was a hole made for the scalp lock to pass through. On each side hung 
a paw of the b e a r , on the back pa r t hung about six inches of a wolf's ta i l . 
On his neck he wore a necklace made of owl c laws. These pret ty things 
John took a fancy to wear home and robbed the red war r io r of them, and to 
complete the cap he cut off the scalp locks of the Indian and fastened it 
secure ly in the hold. After smoking it well, he rigged himself out in the 
cap and owl claw necklace and s trut ted forth to new conquests . 

NUMBER III 

I will now follow li t t le John Hardin and Robertson from the time the pa r ty 
separa ted to the i r a r r i v a l at the F a l l s , but I cannot t r ace them with as much 
accuracy as I did Hardin and Harding. All that I have heard of their exploits 
on their ra id reached me through second and third hands, for I never had the 
p l ea su re of hear ing it f rom themse lves as I have from my Grandfathers 
Hardin and Harding; but the main port ions of their adventures are well fixed 
in my mind, except the exact local i t ies of the sc rapes they got into. After 
the separa t ion , John and Rober tson followed the t r a i l in the same way as 
descr ibed of Hardin and Harding. They had gone through the first and second 
days without any t rouble f rom Indians; but on the third day, when about the 
lower p a r t of what i s now W a r r e n County, they were surpr i sed by the flash 
of a gun from the Indians within twelve or fifteen steps of them. An Indian 
from a hunting p a r t y had d i scovered them and had crept so close to them 
that he saw through the i r d isguise and at tempted to fire on them, but fortunately 
his gun f lashed. This was a piece of impudence that John could not put up with, 
and without a m o m e n t ' s hes i ta t ion his gun was up and the Indian down, but not 
dead. He set up such a t e r r i b l e yelling and kept it up until Robertson si lenced 
h im with h i s tomahawk. His yelling had been heard by others in the woods and 
was answered by s e v e r a l at no great, d is tance off. "Discret ion now was the 
bet ter p a r t of Va lor . " John was unfortunately lacking in discret ion, but of 
valor he had an o v e r s t o c k . Rober tson was a man that combined both. He at 
once urged John to r e t r e a t out of the way of the Indians, knowing that d iscovery 
was ruin to the object they had in view. But, no. John could not m i s s so good 
a chance to bleed an Indian, and would move no far ther than to conceal h i m 
self for a good shot, saying the very best way to r e scue M r s . Robertson was 
to kill off the Indians . Rober tson , finding him fixed to stay, could not do 
otherwise than stay and fight it out with him, so he concealed himself as 
nea r as he could and waited the coming of the Indians. The Indians were 
somewhat at fault in finding the place where the dead brave had given the 
yell of d i s t r e s s . John, seeing th i s , t r ied his hand at Indian yelling by 
answer ing them, as he said, to call them up. In this he succeeded far be t te r 
than he expected, for some half-dozen were coming up; soon three appeared 
running through the b rush and one of them blundered on the dead one and 
ra i sed a howl that could be heard for a mile around. The others came up 
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and joined in the row, John and R o b e r t s o n f i red on t h e m ; one fel l and the 
other two m a d e for fight. Other Ind i ans w e r e coming up, and John a g r e e d 
now that they had a s well fall back far enough to r e l o a d t he i r guns . 

No s o o n e r did they m o v e t h a n they w e r e f i r ed on by the two Ind i ans . J o h n 
now c o n s i d e r e d a l l hands even and r a i s e d the whoop and c h a r g e d on t h e m , 
R o b e r t s o n , s e e i n g what he was a t , went with h i m . The Indians b r o k e c o v e r 
and r an in the d i r e c t i o n of the o the r Ind ians that had not yet c o m e up . J o h n , 
see ing t h i s , thought a l i t t l e d i s c r e t i o n m i g h t be a d v i s a b l e , and followed 
R o b e r t s o n at d o u b l e - q u i c k for a h a l f - m i l e or m o r e , when he sa id , "He got 
to thinking he was d i s g r a c i n g the f a m i l y by running f r o m a handful of r e d 
v a r m i n t s " and he would r u n no f a r t h e r . R o b e r t s o n knew the Indians w e r e 
s t i l l hunt ing t h e m , t r a i l i n g t h e m wi thout n o i s e , u r g e d John to move on, but 
not a foot f a r t h e r would he go unt i l he got a n o t h e r sho t , and se t t l ed h i m s e l f 
in a p l a c e w h e r e he could be c o n c e a l e d and at the s a m e t i m e watch the r o u t e 
the Ind ians w e r e c o m i n g . R o b e r t s o n d e t e r m i n e d to r e s e r v e h i s r i f le for 
p r o t e c t i o n a f te r John got h is s h o t . He had not long to wa i t , for s e v e r a l 
Indians hove in s i gh t . John , a s he s a i d , p i cked out the b e s t looking one 
and downed h i m . T h i s shot was un locked for by the Ind ians and they at 
once d i s a p p e a r e d in the w o o d s . Though out of s igh t , John and R o b e r t s o n 
knew v e r y wel l that if they showed t h e m s e l v e s they would be shot a t . 
R o b e r t s o n had not v e r y m u c h t r o u b l e in keeping John s t i l l , a s he e x p e c t e d 
every m o m e n t to s ee an I n d i a n ' s face p e e r i n g t h r o u g h the b u s h e s . T i m e 
p a s s e d and no Indian a p p e a r e d . John g r e w r e s t l e s s ; told R o b e r t s o n tha t if 
the Ind ians had not p o l i t e n e s s to c a l l on t h e m it was t h e i r duty to s ee what 
v/as the c a u s e of t h e i r be ing so u n n e i g h b o r l y t o w a r d s n e w - c o m e r s of such 
high s t and ing as t hey . R o b e r t s o n r e a s o n e d with h i m tha t he would b e m o s t 
c e r t a i n to be shot if he showed h i m s e l f , and that to hunt and ki l l Ind ians 
was not the object of t h e i r t r a m p . He w a s on the hunt of h i s wife and 
ch i l d r en , and that John m u s t be d i s c r e e t and he lp h i m . John a g r e e d to a l l 
th is and p r o m i s e d to be d i r e c t e d and g o v e r n e d e n t i r e l y by R o b e r t s o n , p r o 
vided " the Indians b e h a v e d t h e m s e l v e s and did not m e d d l e v/ith t h e m in t h e i r 
s e a r c h for M r s . R o b e r t s o n and o t h e r s ; and that the Ind ians should not s t and 
guard and keep h i m squa t t ed in the b u s h e s l ike a s i t t i ng g o o s e . " T h e s e w e r e 
the b e s t t e r m s R o b e r t s o n could m a k e with h im and had to a p p e a r s a t i s f i e d . 
John could not lie t h e r e c o n c e a l e d any l o n g e r , saying "If they were t h e r e , 
they should show up, or he would s t i r t h e m up, " and s t i r t h e m up he d id . 
He did not m o v e over a r o d be fo re two r i f l e s w e r e f i r ed at h im; one ba l l 
cut off h i s t op -kno t or s c a l p l ock . The o t h e r s t r u c k the b a r r e l of h i s gun 
within a few i n c h e s of h is f a c e . In a f l a sh h is gun was up and f i red . 
R o b e r t s o n flew to h i s s ide and o r d e r e d h i m to fol low. John sa id that " for 
a m o m e n t he thought he was b a c k in h i s old p l ace in ' M o r g a n ' s f amous 
Vi rg in ia R i f l e s , ' t he o r d e r s e e m e d so p o s i t i v e . " Back he went at the h e e l s 
of R o b e r t s o n for m o r e than a m i l e , when R o b e r t s o n ha l t ed and t u r n e d to 
h im with " L o a d , " "Shou lde r A r m s " and "Fo l low at quick t i m e . " John 
followed without a word of d i s s e n t , not even thinking of the d i s c r e d i t he 
was b r i n g i n g on his f ami ly and n a m e by m a k i n g the h a s t y r e t r e a t in the 
face of an e n e m y . But he a l w a y s i n s i s t e d tha t h is duty as a so ld ie r f o r ced 
h im to obey o r d e r s . R o b e r t s o n kept up h i s r e t r e a t for s e v e r a l m i l e s , t hen 
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a l t e r e d h i s c o u r s e for the p u r p o s e of ge t t i ng back on the old t r a i l a g a i n , 
and moved on unt i l n e a r l y night , when they s t r u c k a w e l l - b e a t e n Ind ian 
t r a i l , l ead ing up the c o u n t r y the s a m e c o u r s e the old t r a i l h a d led t h e m . 
They d e t e r m i n e d to hunt a s e c u r e s h e l t e r and c a m p for the n i g h t . T h e y 
had been s e t t l e d but a s h o r t t i m e when s e v e r a l Ind ians p a s s e d up the t r a i l 
in h a s t e . T h e s e they a f t e r w a r d s l e a r n e d w e r e of the s a m e p a r t y t h e y h a d 
been s k i r m i s h i n g with and w e r e h a s t e n i n g back to the v i l l a g e t o give the 
a l a r m . R o b e r t s o n was a cool , c a l c u l a t i n g , b r a v e m a n . He a t once saw 
that t he i r p r e s e n c e in the c o u n t r y wou ld soon be known t h r o u g h o u t t he who le 
Miami t r i b e , and to effect any th ing t o w a r d s a r e s c u e and e s c a p e wi th t h e m 
was h o p e l e s s . He d e t e r m i n e d to go f o r w a r d in hope tha t he m i g h t l e a r n 
some th ing of t h e i r w h e r e a b o u t s . At a l l e v e n t s he and John would a c q u a i n t 
t h e m s e l v e s with the c o u n t r y and the l o c a t i o n of the Indian t o w n s and c a m p s . 
Having se t t l ed t h i s in h i s m i n d , he c o m m u n i c a t e d it to John and t h e y 
d e t e r m i n e d to fol low the Ind i ans tha t had jus t p a s s e d t h e m to t h e i r c a m p . 
They fol lowed t h e m for a couple of h o u r s , when they c a m e on a s m a l l 
v i l lage of huts on the bank of the l i t t l e M i a m i R i v e r , in what i s now W a r r e n 
County. J u s t a s R o b e r t s o n c a l c u l a t e d , t h e s e fe l lows w e r e h u r r y i n g h o m e 
to s p r e a d the n e w s of t he d a y ' s t r o u b l e . The c a m p was in t h e h i g h e s t e x 
c i t e m e n t and a g r a n d p o w - w o w was going on. After while t h e y s a w t h r e e 
r u n n e r s s t a r t , one up the r i v e r , and two a c r o s s ; th i s they k n e w w a s to 
a l a r m o t h e r c a m p s . T h e y d e t e r m i n e d to stop the one up the r i v e r and 
took his t r a i l ; t hey fo l lowed h i m as c l o s e as p o s s i b l e wi thout a l a r m i n g 
h i m for five or s ix m i l e s , when he r a i s e d a yel l a s a s i g n a l to t h e c a m p h e 
v/as a p p r o a c h i n g . T h i s t h e y u n d e r s t o o d and d e t e r m i n e d to s i l e n c e h i m b e 
fore he r e a c h e d the c a m p . R o b e r t s o n gave the word and off t h e y went for 
h i m . John v/as a s f a s t a s a d e e r and soon took the l e a d , and i n h i s h e a d l o n g 
i m p e t u o s i t y a l a r m e d t h e Ind ian . 

He took to h i s h e e l s and r a n for a l l he w a s w o r t h , ye l l i ng a t e v e r y j u m p . 
His ye l l s r o u s e d the c a m p and a g e n e r a l howl c a m e out f r o m i t . About a 
q u a r t e r of a m i l e i n t e r v e n e d b e t w e e n the runn ing Indian and t h e c a m p . 
R o b e r t s o n had o r d e r e d John not to f i r e h i s gun, but to s i l e n c e h i m wi th 
h i s t o m a h a w k . J o h n , for a w o n d e r , obeyed the o r d e r to the l e t t e r and w a s 
fas t o v e r h a u l i n g the Ind ian , but was at the s a m e t i m e l e a v i n g R o b e r t s o n 
and s t i l l f a s t e r m e e t i n g the Ind i ans runn ing on f r o m the c a m p . R o b e r t s o n 
was s t r a i n i n g e v e r y n e r v e to r e a c h h i m and at the s a m e t i m e c a l l i n g a t 
the top of h i s v o i c e to ha l t and f i r e h i s gun. He had as we l l t r i e d to s t ay 
the wind, for tha t Ind ian John w a s going to have on a s q u a r e r a c e . Tire 
loud squa l l s of R o b e r t s o n and the ye l l i ng of the Indian a l a r m e d the Ind i ans 
f r o m the c a m p and they h a l t e d . Th i s was fa ta l to the r u n n i n g b r a v e , for 
had they c o m e t h e y would have m e t b e f o r e John got in s t r i k i n g d i s t a n c e of 
h i m , but , a s i t w a s a s h o r t d i s t a n c e i n t e r v e n i n g b e t w e e n t h e m n o w , John 
m a d e a r e a c h and got h i m down and had put h i m a p a s t t e l l i ng t a l e s when 
R o b e r t s o n o v e r t o o k h i m . T h e d a r k n e s s p r e v e n t e d t h e m f r o m s e e i n g the 
s t r e n g t h of the I n d i a n s in and about the c a m p , but f r o m the u p r o a r they 
judged t h e m s t r o n g . R o b e r t s o n thought the bo ldes t p lan the b e s t now. If 
he could c o n t r o l J o h n , he thought they m i g h t with the help of d a r k n e s s get-
out of the s c r a p e t hey w e r e in . So in the m o s t c o m m a n d i n g t o n e he could 
m a s t e r , he t u r n e d to h i m and s a i d : " J o h n , you m u s t obey m e and not move 
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only a s I o r d e r . W i l l you do i t ? " John a s once m o r e under c o n t r o l and 
in the m o s t s u b m i s s i v e m a n n e r a n s w e r e d tha t he would, " T h e n , " sa id 
R o b e r t s o n , " k e e p b y m y s ide and f i r e on thorn I n d i a n s , then r a i s e t h e 
whoop a s t h o u g h you w e r e twen ty m e n . " John I m p l i c i t l y obeyed and b o t h 
m e n f i r e d a t the d a r k m o v i n g m a s s in f ron t of t h e m , then ye l l i ng with a l l 
the i r m i g h t a s t hough they w e r e c h a r g i n g on the Ind ians . T h i s r u s e a s 
t o n i s h e d t h e b r a v e s to s u c h a d e g r e e t h a t they b r o k e , s o m e t o w a r d s the 
camp a n d o t h e r s to the w o o d s . T h e y knew of no e n e m i e s be ing in t h e i r 
c o u n t r y a n d c o u l d no t a c c o u n t for t h i s t r o u b l e , 

R o b e r t s o n now s a w h i s c h a n c e to get off, and s topped John who was by t h i s 
t ime g e t t i n g h i s m e t t l e up so h igh tha t he would soon have b e e n p a s t c o n t r o l 
aga in , b u t t u r n i n g off to t he r i g h t t h e y took to the woods . 

Now a s e r i o u s q u e s t i o n w a s to be d e c i d e d by t h e m . Where w e r e t hey , and 
what w a s t h e d a n g e r b e f o r e t h e m , and how w e r e they to e x t r i c a t e t h e m 
s e l v e s ? A l l t h e y knew was t h a t t hey w e r e on the l i t t le Miami R i v e r and in 
the m i d s t of the I n d i a n s . T h e y w e r e ful ly conv inced that with the l ight of 
day the w o o d s would s w a r m wi th k e e n - e y e d w a r r i o r s in p u r s u i t of t h e m . 
They a t a v e n t u r e d e t e r m i n e d to s t r i k e a n o r t h c o u r s e and keep i t unt i l 
d a y l i g h t , a n d then m a k e the b e s t of i t t h e y cou ld . T h e i r m a i n ob j ec t w a s 
to put a l l t h e d i s t a n c e p o s s i b l e b e t w e e n t h e m and the a l a r m e d I n d i a n s . 
T h e y s t r u c k out and by m o r n i n g t hey had m a d e full twenty m i l e s , f r o m t h e 
b e s t i n f o r m a t i o n I h a v e b e e n a b l e to g a t h e r . T h e y m u s t have b e e n in the 
c o u n t r y w h e r e X e n i a now s t a n d s . Hav ing no knowledge of the c o u n t r y , t h e y 
had to d e p e n d on t h e i r own s a g a c i t y In c o u r s i n g t h e m s e l v e s out of i t . T h e y 
t u r n e d w e s t , a i m i n g to s t r i k e the l i t t l e M i a m i R i v e r , which t h e y d id , and 
c r o s s e d , i t t ha t e v e n i n g . Soon a f t e r c r o s s i n g t h e y got a g l i m p s e of a n I n d i a n 
a long d i s t a n c e b e h i n d t h e m , and w e r e s u s p i c i o u s f rom h is m o v e m e n t s t h a t 
he was t r a i l i n g t h e m and t h e y knew tha t , if he was , - he was not a l o n e . T h e y 
at once l a i d t h e i r p l a n to a s c e r t a i n the f ac t and c o u n t e r a c t on t h e m . T h e i r 
p l a n w a s t o p u s h r a p i d l y on for a few m i l e s , t hen change t h e i r c o u r s e to 
the r i g l r t s o a s to f o r m a c i r c l e of s e v e r a l m i l e s coming back on t h e i r t r a i l , 
t hus p l a c i n g t h e m s e l v e s in t h e r e a r of t he I n d i a n s , giving t h e m s e l v e s a 
v e r y d e c i d e d a d v a n t a g e . T h e y m a d e t h e i r c i r c l e and found t h a t t hey w e r e 
fol lowed, b y s e v e r a l . T h e y m o v e d up as f a s t as t h e i r safe ty wou ld p e r m i t 
and had n e a r l y c o m p l e t e d t h e i r c i r c l e the s e c o n d t ime when t h e y c a m e in 
s igh t of t h e I n d i a n s , They h a d g rown s u s p i c i o u s that a t r a p had b e e n l a id 
for t h e m , a s t h e y w e r e m o v i n g with g r e a t c a u t i o n , peep ing and p e e r i n g 
in to e v e r y p l a c e tha t an a m b u s h w a s p o s s i b l e . They followed t h e m t i l l 
they r e a c h e d the po in t w h e r e the c i r c l e c l o s e d . The Ind i ans , s i x in 
n u m b e r , h e l d a long c o n s u l t a t i o n and s e e m e d to d i s a g r e e a s to t h e i r p l a n . 
The s u n w a s now abou t down. The I n d i a n s , be t h e i r p lan what i t m a y , did 
not r e l i s h t h e looks of t h i n g s and t u r n e d b a c k on the t r a i l , and a f t e r w a l k 
ing b a c k t o a s m a l l s t r e a m of w a t e r , p r e p a r e d a c a m p , R o b e r t s o n and 
J o h n w a t c h i n g t h e m wi th the g r e a t e s t of p l e a s u r e . It p roved a doub le 
p l e a s u r e t o t h e m , fo r i n add i t i on to t h e i r hav ing them in t he i r p o w e r , they 
s aw the I n d i a n s u n r o l l a good supp ly of d r i e d buffalo and ven i son m e a t , 
a r t i c l e s t h e y w e r e s t a n d i n g in the: g r e a t e s t need of, as they had b e e n f a s t 
ing for t w o d a y s . 
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R o b e r t s o n said he had g r e a t t r o u b l e wi th John to keep him. s t i l l when he 
saw the Ind i ans s l i c i n g and ea t ing t h e i r m e a t . He i n s i s t e d t h a t i t w a s a 
w a s t e , tha t the I n d i a n s did not n e e d i t , a s he in t ended to s h o o t t h e m a s 
soon as i t was d a r k , a n y w a y . J o h n had to wait unt i l the s e c o n d t a b i c , 
hungry as lie w a s . 

As da rk c a m e on the Ind i ans b e c a m e v e r y watchful . One of t h e m c r e p t 
back on the t r a i l and was gone for a long t i m e , c a m e b a c k and r e p o r t e d 
ev ident ly s a t i s f a c t o r i l y , a s the p a r t y s t r e t c h e d t h e m s e l v e s on the l e a v e s 
for a n i g h t ' s f a s t . R o b e r t s o n and J o h n had only to k e e p s t i l l a few h o u r s , 
then b r e a k t h e i r r e s t , and John put h i s t e e t h to the c o v e t e d m e a t . W h e n 
al l had g r o w n s t i l l , t hey l ike two p a n t h e r s c r e p t on t h e i r p r e y , got I n e a c h 
d i s t a n c e , s e l e c t e d h i s Ind ian and f i r e d , then with a ye l l t h e y d r e w t h e i r 
t o m a h a w k s and bounded on t h e m ; the unhur t Ind ians w e r e in t h e ac t of r i s i n g 
as they bounded on t h e m ; e a c h s t r u c k down one , the o t h e r two got on t h e i r 
feet and took to the w o o d s . J o h n p u r s u e d one and R o b e r t s o n , t h e o t h e r f o r 
a sho r t d i s t a n c e ; bo th m a d e t h e i r e s c a p e . When the two m e n r e t u r n e d t h e 
two wounded I n d i a n s w e r e g o n e , t h e o t h e r two d e a d . The I n d i a n s h a d le f t 
t h e i r g u n s , a m m u n i t i o n and m e a t to the v i c t o r s . T h e y b r o k e t h e g u n s , 
s c a t t e r e d the p o w d e r and b a l l s , g a t h e r e d up the m e a t and lef t , e x p e c t i n g to 
be hunted aga in wi th the l igh t of d a y . T h e y r e s u m e d t h e i r c o a r s e , f e a s t i n g 
on the m e a t ob ta ined f r o m the I n d i a n s , and t r a m p e d the r e s t of the n i g h t . 

I do not know for c e r t a i n the r o u t e t h e y took , but th ink t hey m u s t h a v e 
p a s s e d n e a r w h e r e Day ton now s t a n d s . M o r n i n g found t h e m on a l a r g e 
s t r e a m of w a t e r and in s igh t of an I n d i a n town on the M i a m i R i v e r ; h e r e 
was a d i l e m m a t h e y m u s t q u i c k l y ge t t h e m s e l v e s out. of. B y t h e d i m l i g h t 
of m o r n i n g they cou ld s e e Ind ian h u t s and s igns in e v e r y d i r e c t i o n . J o h n 
was now wi l l ing to r e t r e a t wi thout s t opp ing to th ink of f a m i l y h o n o r s o r 
d i s h o n o r s . Off to the t h i c k e s t woods went the two a d v e n t u r e r s and t o o k 
c a r e not to s top for s o m e m i l e s ; t h e y r a n in to a d e n s e t h i c k e t and put up 
for the d a y . T h e y w e r e b a d l y in want of s l e e p and r e s t ; n o t knowing w h e r e 
safe ty o r d a n g e r l ay , t hey d e t e r m i n e d to r e s t h e r e , one w a t c h whi le the 
o the r s l e p t . T h e y p a s s e d the d a y i n s a f e ty and at n igh t t h e y c a m e out of 
t h e i r h id ing p l a c e mucn. r e f r e s h e d f r o m the d a y ' s r e s t and d e t e r m i n e d to 
spend s o m e of t h e n igh t in e x a m i n i n g the town o r c a m p t h e y h a d d i s c o v e r e d 
tha t m o r n i n g . T h e y found t h e i r way b a c k and found It q u i t e a l i v e l y p l a c e , 
c o v e r i n g s e v e r a l a c r e s of g round and w e l l f i l led wi th I n d i a n s . T h e y s l i p p e d 
th rough and a r o u n d t h e p l a c e fo r a t i m e to s ee if t h e r e w e r e a n y w h i t e s 
a m o n g s t t h e m . On p e e p i n g t h r o u g h , John got h is e y e s on one s i t t i ng by a 
c a m p l ight that did not look l ike the r e s t , and po in t ed h i m out to R o b e r t s o n . 
T h e y c r e p t up n e a r enough to s e e d i s t i n c t l y and found t ha t he h a d on a 
whi te m a n ' s s h i r t , and at once p r o n o u n c e d h i m a s one of the p a r t y t h a t 
had robbed t h e i r b o a t and c a u s e d in p a r t a l l t h e i r t r o u b l e . In a m o m e n t 
tha t I n d i a n ' s d e a t h w a r r a n t was s c a l e d by both of the m e n . No r i s k v/as 
too g r e a t in the e y e s of t h e s e two d e s p e r a t e m e n to d e t e r t h e m f r o m s h o o t 
ing that Ind i an . T h e y he ld a w h i s p e r i n g c o n s u l t a t i o n and s e t t l e d i t t h a t 
John v/as to plug h i m and then keep by the s ide of R o b e r t s o n . J o h n took 
d e l i b e r a t e a i m and f i r e d and the Ind ian k e e l e d o v e r . In a m o m e n t the 
howling r a i s e d by t h o s e in the .shanty s t i r r e d up the whole t o w n . R o b e r t s o n 
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said he could compare the wild, raging uproar to nothing b e t t e r than a 
hornet ' s nest rudely d i s tu rbed . The Indians were running and yel l ing 
from every quar t e r to the fallen Indian. 

They took advantage of this f i r s t commot ion to slip off in the d a r k n e s s 
and soon gained a sa le place to watch the wild uproar they had r a i s e d , 
They, after watching the camp for a short t i m e , went down the r i v e r a 
few miles and effected a c ro s s ing . Soon there set in a fu r ious s t o r m that 
lasted mos t of the night . The fury of the s t o r m coupled with the d a r k n e s s 
made it imposs ib le to t r a v e l . They she l te red t hemse lve s the bes t they 
could under the t r e e s until nea r daylight , when they s t ruck t h e c o u r s e 
they wished to go; but in the thick d a r k n e s s and flood of w a t e r on the 
ground they soon got lost and t r am pe d at random till day l igh t , when they 
found themse lves not a mile f rom the Indian camp. They s t r u c k back for 
the thick woods and had gone but a shor t dis tance t i l l they w e r e stopped 
by a smal l s t r e a m , so swollen and overflown that they could not c r o s s un
less they took t ime to make a raft . They took up the s t r e a m and had gone 
several mi l e s when they came face to face with a p a r t y of I n d i a n s . The 
Indians at f i rs t sight were deceived by the d isguise and h e s i t a t e d long 
enough to give John and Rober t son the f i r s t shot, and two of t h e m went 
down. Their guns now being empty and no t ime to load, they d r ew t h e i r 
tomahawks and charged them. As they came the Indians f i r ed on them, 
doing no h a r m to them except a ba l l s t ruck John 's powder h o r n and b u r s t 
it wide open, spil l ing his powder . The p a r t i e s now stood a l l unloaded, 
and three to two, but the two had the advantage of being the c h a r g i n g p a r t y , 
which equalized them. The Indians th rew down their guns and drew the i r 
tomahawks and met them square ly . Each p a r t y knew that no q u a r t e r s w e r e 
to be expected or a sked . The f lee tness of John brought h im f i r s t in contact 
with the Indians, and had Rober t son been a moment s lower John would have 
been on his way to the happy hunting ground, as he came head long on the 
Indians. 

The three dashed forward to m e e t h im, and all of t h e m w e r e In the ac t of 
striking when one of them stumbled on a log and fell . John and the other 
two met and al l s t ruck at the same t i m e . John aimed at the a r m of the 
Indian in front of him and s t ruck his wr i s t as the Indian blow fel l a imed at 
John's head . The Indian 's a r m was broken and his ha tche t f e l l to the 
ground. John was in the act of s t r ik ing when the other Indian a imed his 
blow at him and threw his head forward as he s t ruck the I n d i a n ' s a r m ; 
this brought him too close to Indian number two and he s t r u c k over so far 
that only the handle of his ha tchet s t ruck his head and did h i m no injury. 
John paid no at tention to him and was s t r iking another blow a t the Indian 
he had crippled when the other one was in the act of s t r i k ing a full blow on 
John's head, when Rober tson gave h im a blow that spl i t h is head wide open 
and sett led him for all t ime . John at the same t ime got h i s Indian down. 
The third Indian had r ecove red himsel f and was coming into the fight when 
Robertson got up and s t ruck at h im, inflicting a slight wound on the 
shoulder, and the moment he saw the other two were down he bolted like 
an a r row and was lost in the woods . Rober t son , knowing that there, was 
no t ime to be lost , a s the running Indian would soon give the a l a r m , wanted 
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to be off. But John was not ready; he had d iscovered the loss of his powder 
and must have a new supply from the Indians. Taking his t ime , examining the 
different horns on the dead Indians, he finally selected one to suit h im, then 
filled it as full as it would hold from the other horns and replenishing 
Rober tson ' s horn , he seemed ready to go, but just then he thought they might 
need more bul le ts than they had, so he must make a s e a r c h . In this he s u c 
ceeded beyond his expectat ions , for he not only found ba l l s that suited t h e i r 
r i f les , but what p leased him be t t e r , a good chunk of dr ied venison in each 
of their shot pouches . While making s e a r c h he d i scovered that the Indians 
had a number of things about them that they needed. He found two p a i r s of 
good moccas ins and leggins; t he i r s were worn out and they m u s t swap; th is 
done he found some fancy ornaments which they could not go home without. 
Thus he whiled away a full half-hour before Rober tson could get him off. 

Now what were they to do, where to go and how to go, were ques t ions too-
tough for t hem. They knew that in a very shor t t ime the Indians would be 
swarming in on the i r t r a i l . They were hemmed in with overflown s t r e a m s 
and were wholly ignorant of the country and Indian s e t t l e m e n t s . The wet, 
soft soil would show every t r ack they made so plain that the Indians could 
follow them on a run, and their knowledge of the country would enable t hem 
to head them off at all points . These things they talked over as they plunged 
through the swampy woods. For tuna te ly for them, ra in commenced fall ing 
freely; this would obl i te ra te the i r t r a c k s to some extent and de lay the Indians 
probably t i l l night. This was the ca se . They pushed fo rward with al l t he 
speed poss ib l e , but not being able to see the sun they were not following 
their right cou r se ; they were working up the country ins tead of c r o s s i n g it , 
thus burying themse lves deeper in the Indian nation. The day wore away, 
the ra in falling heavily on them; late in the evening they found t h e m s e l v e s 
completely hemmed by water . They had gotten into a low bot tom that was 
overflown as far as they could see except the t r a ck they had come in on. To 
go back was out of the question; to stay the re was a lmos t ce r t a in death; so 
they waded and walked logs for a long d is tance , when they s t ruck a s m a l l 
patch of d ry ground. As night was now on them, they camped for the night . 
The only tenant on the l i t t le is land wa.s a s ta rved gray wolf; this they forced 
to take to the wate r , and John dec la red that the i s land was a f i r s t - c l a s s 
republic, and he and Robertson the government , able to defend it aga ins t , 
all enemies , Indians in p a r t i c u l a r . They had no fea r s of being d i s tu rbed , 
as the water and da rkness would pro tec t them. They cut some fine b r u s h 
and made them a bed on the d ryes t spot the i r republ ic afforded. Soon the se 
iron men were a s l eep , and would have slept till daylight if the r i s ing water 
had not taken p o s s e s s i o n of their r epubl ic . An enemy had taken p o s s e s s i o n 
that John had not thought of. Thei r f i r s t care was to s e c u r e the i r a r m s , 
the next to get out of the water . This they did by cl imbing a t r e e and set t l ing 
themselves down on a limb like turkeys at roos t . They nodded and snored 
until daylight. Let them take a look at the su r round ings . Water eve rywhere 
was all they could s e e . F r o m here they must go, and to work they went. 
After an h o u r ' s work they succeeded in getting together some logs for a 
raft and pushed out from their republ ic . After most of the day had been 
spent in pulling through the t r e e s they s t ruck land, whether art is land or a 
continent they little cared just then, so it was d ry land that they could stand 
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on. Finding a good place , they determined to camp till the weather c l ea red 
up and they could lay their course for the Fa l l s , and that the water might 
go down. They shot a dee r , built a f ire and took the first square meal they 
had taken for many a day. They stayed here for near ly a week, scouting, 
rest ing, and roas t ing venison, so that when they did move they could have 
a clear field. Nothing occur red to dis turb them till the last day of the i r 
stay. One or both of them were scouting all the t ime of their camping to 
guard against s u r p r i s e s . John on this day was on the lookout and got h is 
eye on an Indian evidently scenting up their camp. No soone'r than John ' s 
eye lit on him his fate was sea led . He slid up to him in a very quiet way 
and downed h im. This Indian proved to be a pr ize to him. He was c a r r y 
ing a very fine Ge rman rifle of half-ounce ba l l s . It was evidently one of 
the guns then In use In the Br i t i sh Army, strapped ready to be slung on the 
back. John, thinking the Indian would have no further use for it, a p p r o 
priated it to his own use and kept it as long as he lived. That gun bled 
many a war r io r before the Indian trouble was over . He also got some 
fancy ornaments f rom the Indian. 

Shouldering his gun and t r i cks he hur r i ed to camp and he and Robertson 
packed at once to leave that night, which they did as soon as the sun se t . 
They must have been at this t ime not far from the lower pa r t of Miami 
County. F r o m the i r descr ip t ion of the country they passed through they 
must have t raveled out of Ohio and into Indiana. F r o m this point, they 
traveled of nights and lay by in the day for about a week, when they s t ruck 
White River somewhere near where Indianapolis now s tands . They now 
thought it safe to change from night to day for t ravel ing, but the morning 
walk showed them Indian signs plenty. They were determined not to skulk 
any longer. John had two guns and Robertson one. They considered t h e m 
selves equal to any Indians they could meet that near home, so on they went. 
In crossing an open piece of woods they saw an Indian slipping up on them. 
They trapped for h im at once and soon caught h im. They walked on as 
though they had no suspicion until they were out of sight, then doubled back 
a short distance on the i r t r ack and lay in ambush for h im. He soon came 
up, anxiously peeping ahead for them. This was the f irst t ime John had 
had a chance to use his new gun and Robertson must let him t ry it on that 
Indian. Robertson, knowing that the Indian could not get away, let John 
t ry . When the fellow got in good range , John pulled the t r igger and the 
Indian went down with the r e p o r t . John pronounced it a fine gun and a fine 
shot. It was from this Indian that he got the beautiful cap and necklace 
that I have told you about before . 

They had no further t rouble until they had crossed Blue River; between 
this and Flat Rock they fell in with a large par ty of Wabash Indians and 
made some of the bes t running of their l ives . Night enabled them to make 
good their escape a c r o s s Fla t Rock and to put so much distance between 
them and the Indians that they saw no more of them. They reached the 
Fal ls without any further t rouble from Indians. 

Thus closes the f i r s t efforts at rescuing in utter fai lure. All things con
sidered, I don't think m o r e daring feats were ever performed by any men 
on ear th , or ever will be equaled again. 
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The r a i d s of the Sc io to and M i a m i t h r e w a l l the Ind i ans on bo th r i v e r s and 
up to the l a k e s in a p e r f e c t s t a t e of f e r m e n t a t i o n , so G r a n d m o t h e r H a r d i n 
and M r s . R o b e r t s o n u s e d to r e l a t e . G r a n d m o t h e r w a s on the Sc io to and 
M r s . R o b e r t s o n on the M i a m i at the t i m e . G r a n d m o t h e r s a i d t ha t for a 
few weeks a f t e r the r o w J a c k h a s r a i s e d at the Scioto t o w n s , the q u a r r e l s 
among the Ind i ans r a n v e r y h igh and s h e thought t h e y would s o o n have 
come to b l o w s if the n e w s had not c o m e o v e r f r o m the M i a m i of L i t t l e 
John and R o b e r t s o n ' s p r a n k s a m o n g the M i a m i s , T h i s c r e a t e d a p r o 
found s e n s a t i o n and r u n n e r s w e r e f lying in e v e r y d i r e c t i o n . C o u n c i l w a s 
held , w a r p a r t i e s w e r e s p e e d i l y f o r m e d and s e n t i n p u r s u i t of t h e m . T h e 
a u d a c i o u s , i m p u d e n t d a r i n g of the two r a i d s , coup led wi th the m y s t e r i o u s 
coming and going of H a r d i n and H a r d i n g , and the s l a u g h t e r of so m a n y of. 
t he i r b r a v e s by John and R o b e r t s o n , s e t a l l the t r i b e s in a p e r f e c t b r o i l 
on both r i v e r s and up to the l a k e s -~ a s i s the c a s e wi th a l l p e o p l e when 
g r e a t e x c i t e m e n t p r e v a i l s ; e v e r y t h i n g w a s e x a g g e r a t e d . J o h n and R o b e r t 
son w e r e m u l t i p l i e d to a h o s t , and m a n y of the I n d i a n s c a m e f o r w a r d with 
t h e i r s u p e r s t i t i o n s and d e c l a r e d t h e m e v i l s p i r i t s t h a t could a p p e a r and 
d i s a p p e a r at wi l l ; p r o v i n g th i s by the f a i l u r e of the b r a v e s t w a r r i o r s f a i l 
ing to c a p t u r e o r k i l l t h e m . 

The h e a v y r a i n s wi th g e n e r a l o v e r f l o w , t h e i r long e n c a m p m e n t and a c 
c iden ta l p l a c e of c o n c e a l m e n t s a v e d t h e m . The two old l a d i e s s a i d the 
woods w e r e a l i v e wi th I n d i a n s , and had t h e y b e e n m o v i n g , o r could the 
Indians h a v e p e n e t r a t e d the s w a m p t h e y h a d b l u n d e r e d i n t o , t h e i r d e s t r u c 
t ion would h a v e b e e n a l m o s t c e r t a i n T h e I n d i a n s l o o k e d upon the r a i d 
as a m o s t u n h e a r d of, o u t r a g e o u s p i e c e of i m p u d e n c e , the l i ke h a d n e v e r 
o c c u r r e d b e f o r e , no whi te m a n had e v e r d a r e d to s e t foot in t h e i r m i d s t 
and shoot down t h e i r b r a v e s in t h e i r t owns and in t h e i r v e r y w i g w a m s . 
F o r m o r e t han a m o n t h the u p r o a r l a s t e d . T h r e a t s of t e r r i b l e v e n g e a n c e 
w e r e the c o n s t a n t c r y t i l l t h e y h e a r d of the c o m i n g of G e n . G e o r g e R o g e r s 
C l a r k wi th a c loud of long k n i v e s to d e s t r o y t h e m . When t h e y h e a r d of 
C l a r k ' s c o m i n g , t hey a t once went to s p e c u l a t i n g a s t o t h e i r c h a n c e of 
d r iv ing h i m b a c k . 

T h e i r e x p e r i e n c e wi th t h e H a r d i n s had a v e r y d i s c o u r a g i n g ef fec t on t h e m . 
If two (for t h e y now b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e r e w e r e bu t two) c o u l d do so m u c h 
m i s c h i e f to t h e m , wha t w e r e t h e y to e x p e c t f r o m a t h o u s a n d of t h e s a m e 
s o r t . T h i s s c a r e i s why C l a r k found a l l the l o w e r S c i o t o t o w n s d e s e r t e d . 
As al l of o u r p a r t y w e r e wi th C l a r k e x c e p t one ( T h o m a s H a r d i n g ) , I w i l l 
b r i e f ly fol low t h e m to P i q u a and of t h e i r a d v e n t u r e s t h r o u g h t h e h a r d 
win te r fo l lowing . 

N U M B E R IV 

It was the l a t t e r p a r t of J u n e , 1780, t ha t the p a r t y w a s a g a i n r e u n i t e d at 
the F a l l s . As they s e v e r a l l y m a d e t h e i r a p p e a r a n c e t h e y w e r e told the 
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good news tha t Gen . G e o r g e R o g e r s C l a r k w a s p r e p a r i n g an expedi t ion 
on a l a r g e s c a l e for the i n v a s i o n of the Ind ian c o u n t r y on the Miami and 
Scioto r i v e r s . The n e w s was r e c e i v e d with s h o u t s of de l igh t . Hatinp 
m o s t i n t e n s e l y al l I n d i a n s , but t h e s e of the M i a m i and Scioto m o r e than 
any, they one and a l l jo ined in and c o m m e n c e d p r e p a r i n g for the e x p e d i 
t ion. One only could not go, T h o m a s H a r d i n g . He w a s s t i l l he lp l e s s 
f r o m the wound he had r e c e i v e d in the n igh t a d v e n t u r e he and Jack H a r d i n 
had in the Indian town on the S c i o t o . A fee l ing r a n t h r o u g h the p a r t y tha t 
now the g r e a t e s t d e s i r e of t h e i r l i v e s would be a c c o m p l i s h e d . " F i r s t , t he 
r e s c u e of t h e i r w i v e s , c h i l d r e n and f r i e n d s ; s e c o n d , the d e s t r u c t i o n of 
the I n d i a n s t h e y m o s t h a t e d . W a r t h e n in K e n t u c k y w a s a far different 
thing f r o m the p r e s e n t t i m e . T h e n , e v e r y m a n a r m e d and equipped h i m 
self. He looked to n o g o v e r n m e n t for b o u n t y , p a y or r a t i o n s . He needed 
but l i t t l e , and for t ha t he w a s bu t l i t t l e d i s t u r b e d , a s he was s u r e to pick 
up enough a s he went to s a t i s f y h i s w a n t s . 

In J u l y the h u n t e r s a s s e m b l e d at the m o u t h of L i c k i n g R i v e r f rom e v e r y 
s e t t l e m e n t in K e n t u c k y , o r s t a t i o n s , a s t h e y w e r e then c a l l e d . The m e n 
f r o m e a c h s t a t i o n f o r m e d a c o m p a n y and w e r e led by a cap t a in of t h e i r 
own c h o o s i n g . T h e p a r t y f r o m the F a l l s was s p l i t at the s t a r t . The 
H a r d i n s d e c l a r e d t h e i r p u r p o s e to f o r m a s e p a r a t e s q u a d and ac t a s a d 
vance s c o u t s . C l a r k o b j e c t e d to t h i s and w i s h e d t h e m to act with and 
f o r m a p a r t of t he F a l l s C o m p a n y . A l i v e l y r o w w a s g rowi ng up fast and 
p r o m i s e d to be s e r i o u s , when the g r e a t f a v o r i t e of a l l c l a s s e s of b a c k 
w o o d s m e n , S imon K e n t o n , m a r c h e d i n t o c a m p wi th h i s company from 
H a r r o d ' s S t a t i on , now H a r r o d s b u r g in M e r c e r Coun ty . It was known that 
the b r a v e h u n t e r , " S i m o n , " a s he w a s c a l l e d , would l e a d the l i t t le a r m y ; 
r a t h e r t h a t he would c o m m a n d the s c o u t s and p i l o t C l a r k to the Ind ians . 
The H a r d i n s at once a g r e e d to m a r c h u n d e r K e n t o n , p r o v i d e d they w e r e 
put and k e p t in a d v a n c e . To t h i s Ken ton a g r e e d , p r o v i d e d they would 
obey h i s o r d e r s and go w h e r e he w i s h e d t h e m and no f u r t h e r . To t h e s e 
t e r m s t h e y a l l a g r e e d and a l l t r o u b l e c e a s e d . C l a r k got his fo rce , a 
t h o u s a n d s t r o n g , and a f t e r e r e c t i n g a s t o c k a d e fo r t w h e r e Cincinnat i now 
s t a n d s , a s a r a l l y i n g p o i n t in c a s e of d i s a s t e r , pu t h i s a r m y in mot ion 
for t he I n d i a n c a m p s , Ken ton wi th wi ld , u n r u l y s c o u t s in advance , seventy-
odd in n u m b e r . 

The H a r d i n s , p e r a g r e e m e n t , l e d . K e n t o n sa id tha t he gave them but one 
o r d e r tha t t h e y e v e r o b e y e d , and t ha t w a s to a d v a n c e , l e a r n al l they could 
and r e p o r t b a c k to h i m . He n e v e r saw one of t h e m af te r the m a r c h began 
on the b a n k of the Ohio R i v e r t i l l the s t o r m i n g of the Ind ian s t ronghold at 
P i c k a w a , on the M i a m i . T h e r e t hey r e p o r t e d to h i m and joined in the 
g e n e r a l a s s a u l t tha t d r o v e the I n d i a n s . T h e y f r o m the s t a r t had pushed 
far in a d v a n c e of t h e m a i n body for a t r e b l e p u r p o s e : F i r s t , to l e a r n a l l 
they could of the m o v e m e n t s and p o s i t i o n of the I n d i a n s ; second , if 
p o s s i b l e , ga in s o m e i n f o r m a t i o n of the c a p t i v e s ; t h i r d , the t h i r s t they 
had for I n d i a n b lood . M o r e than a w e e k was s p e n t i n h a r d scouting before 
they s t r u c k any I n d i a n s . J a c k a n d - L i t t l e John H a r d i n and Shively s t r u c k 
for the town on the Sc io to tha t J a c k had v i s i t ed b e f o r e ; found i t , to t h e i r 
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s u r p r i s e , wi th not a s i ng l e i n h a b i t a n t . Al l w e r e gone and t h e a p p e a r a n c e s 
we re that the p l a c e had been e v a c u a t e d for s o m e d a y s . T h e y s e a r c h e d 
the hut tha t J a c k had been so n e a r r e a c h i n g in h i s and T h o m a s H a r d i n g ' s 
night r a i d and found undoubted e v i d e n c e tha t t h e hut h a s b e e n the h o m e 
of a whi te w o m a n o r w o m e n . J a c k found p i e c e s of old c l o t h e s tha t he 
r e c o g n i z e d a s be ing p a r t cf h i s w i f e ' s c l o t h i n g . In the s e a r c h , they found 
a p i ece of b a r k , s c r a t c h e d on it wi th a f i r e c o a l , " D r i v e n off up the r i v e r . 
M . H . " M a r y H a r d i n ; no d a t e . All d o u b t s w e r e now at an end a s to who 
had b e e n t h e r e . But J a c k new that she s t i l l l i ved ; he a l s o found s igns of 
his l i t t l e boy , R o b e r t . They s e t abou t hunt ing the t r a i l the I n d i a n s had 
made in t h e i r r e t r e a t and soon found t ha t t hey had m a d e t w o . One up the 
Scio to , and f r o m f o o t p r i n t s and o t h e r s i g n s they w e r e m a d e p r i n c i p a l l y 
by w o m e n and c h i l d r e n . The o t h e r b e a r i n g off to t h e left and p o i n t i n g 
a c r o s s the c o u n t r y t o w a r d s the M i a m i , and w a s m a d e e x c l u s i v e l y by 
w a r r i o r s . T h e so lu t ion of t h e s e two t r a i l s w a s t h i s : T h e w o m e n and 
c h i l d r e n had b e e n s e n t h igh up the c o u n t r y to s o m e safe p l a c e , wh i l e 
the w a r r i o r s w e r e m a k i n g for s o m e p l a c e of r e n d e z v o u s and c o n c e n t r a 
t ion .on one of t he M i a m i r i v e r s . S h i v e l y a g r e e d to go b a c k u n t i l he m e t 
some of the a d v a n c e and send b a c k a r e p o r t , wh ich he d i d . J a c k and J o h n 
followed the t r a i l of the w a r r i o r s . H e r e I a m a g a i n b u t t i n g s q u a r e a g a i n s t 
e s t a b l i s h e d h i s t o r y . C o l l i n s , M a r s h a l l and o t h e r s s a y t h a t G e n . C l a r k 
m a n a g e d so sk i l l fu l ly tha t the I n d i a n s w e r e t aken by s u r p r i s e . Long b e 
fore C o l l i n s o r M a r s h a l l e v e r w r o t e and b e f o r e C o l l i n s w a s b o r n , I h a v e 
h e a r d m y g r a n d f a t h e r r e l a t e the e v e n t s of tha t c a m p a i g n ; t e l l of the d e 
s e r t e d v i l l a g e s , c a m p s and m a n y t i m e s h a v e I l i s t e n e d to m y g r a n d m o t h e r 
and M r s . R o b e r t s o n t e l l of t he m o v e m e n t s of the I n d i a n s and of t h e i r 
c o u n c i l s , w a r t a l k s , e t c . Tha t the I n d i a n s knew of t h e p r e p a r a t i o n s m a d e 
by the K e n t u c k i a n s b e f o r e t hey a s s e m b l e d a t t he m o u t h of the L i c k i n g ; 
that the whi te r e n e g a d e , G i r t y , and o t h e r wh i t e m e n tha t w e r e wi th the 
I n d i a n s , w e r e s o m e of t h e m in K e n t u c k y a l l s u m m e r s p y i n g and b r i n g i n g , 
or s end ing b a c k n e w s of a l l the p r e p a r a t i o n s b e i n g m a d e ; t h a t t h e I n d i a n s 
knew how m a n y m e n C l a r k had g a t h e r e d t o g e t h e r on t h e b a n k s of the O h i o , 
and the I n d i a n s , a s soon a s t h e y h e a r d of t he p r o p o s e d r a i d on t h e m , 
" s e t t l e d i t " t ha t the r a i d of J a c k H a r d i n ' s c o m p a n y w a s a s p y i n g e x c u r s i o n 
and t ha t t h e y h a d m a r k e d out the r o u t e t ha t C l a r k wou ld t a k e ; H e n c e the 
evacua t ion of a l l the l o w e r t owns and c o u n t r y , and t h e i r c o n c e n t r a t i o n at 
P i q u a . T h e old l a d i e s s a id the I n d i a n s m a d e e v e r y p o s s i b l e e f for t for 
d e f e n s e . R u n n e r s w e r e s e n t to a l l the t r i b e s f r o m t h e W a b a s h to the 
l akes c a l l i n g for h e l p . T h e y s en t to M o n t r e a l for p o w d e r and l ead , and 
asked, t he B r i t i s h c o m m a n d a n t at tha t p l a c e to s e n d r e - e n f o r c e m e n t s and 
o f f i c e r s . They sen t t h e m p o w d e r and l e a d , but no b r a v e s . The I n d i a n s 
sent the old m e n , w o m e n and c h i l d r e n to a v i l l a g e on the h e a d w a t e r s of 
the M i a m i . H e r e M r s . H a r d i n and M r s . R o b e r t s o n m e t fo r t he f i r s t 
t i m e s i n c e t h e i r c a p t u r e and s e p a r a t i o n . M r s . H a r d i n had b e e n on the 
Scioto and M r s . R o b e r t s o n on the M i a m i . It wi l l be s e e n t h a t t h e two 
l ad i e s w e r e in a p o s i t i o n to s e e and know a l l t h a t w a s go ing on a m o n g the 
I n d i a n s . S e v e r a l s k e t c h e s of t h i s c a m p a i g n s ay the l o w e r t owns w e r e d e 
s e r t e d . J a c k H a r d i n and o t h e r s c o u t s found t h e m v a c a t e d . Why should 
these t owns and c a m p s have b e e n d e s e r t e d with t h e i r c o r n and p u m p k i n 
p a t c h e s , if (lie I nd i ans had b e e n i g n o r a n t of C l a r k ' s c o m i n g ? Why send 
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runners to Canada and the Wabash? The ladies knew bet ter what the 
Indians were about than the kid-glove gentry that Collins and Marshall 
consulted. I will drop for the presen t the adventures of the scouts to 
relate the exploits and adventures of the young woman alluded to in a 
former chapter . She, it will be r emembered , was captured on the 20th 
of March, and in the division of the p r i sone r s she went to the Scioto 
with M r s , Hardin and o the r s . On the i r a r r iva l at Chillicothe she was 
taken by the wife of the brave that claimed her as his captive, for her 
nur se , she being the mother of twins six months old, stout, hearty 
young Indians with good lungs and full of good will for squalling. These 
young beaut ies caused this young woman unheard of trouble and dally 
whippings and beat ings when these young imp's would get up a squall. 
The squaw-mother would pound and beat the gir l because she could not 
keep them quiet. These t roubles and multiplied cruel t ies so infuriated 
the young woman that she determined, let the consequences be what they 
might, she would at tempt making her escape . 

A short t ime before C la rk ' s invasion, the Miami and Scioto Indians formed 
a party of over four hundred strong and marched on the frontier se t t l e 
ments of Pennsylvania . This force v/as met and defeated by the Pennsy l -
vanians and the routed par ty came back by the Chillicothe town, leaving 
a broad and we l l -marked t r a i l back to the se t t lements . This heroic 
young woman grasped the idea of following this t ra i l back to the white 
se t t lement . But before an opportunity of getting away the Indian r e t r ea t 
before C la rk ' s advance was begun. She, seeing all hope of escape gone 
with the r e t r e a t , became utterly despera te and made up her mind to brave 
al l danger and make the effort. When the Indians vacated their camps 
they loaded the squaws and p r i s o n e r s heavily with plunder and dried 
mea t s . The young woman, in addition to her load of young Indians, had 
about fifty pounds of dr ied venison packed upon her . No cargo could 
have been m o r e loaded on her that she would have so willingly received. 
In attempting her e scape , the want of something to eat on her proposed 
effort to find her way to Pennsylvania had been her trouble for some t ime . 
This want the Indians unknowingly put in her hands. On the f i rs t day's 
march up the Scioto the squaws were in great fury at being forced to give 
up their homes , and gave vent to their rage by beating the captives. The 
mother of the twins was found beating the young woman often during the 
day. Late in the afternoon, they were passing through a very thick 
bottom on the r i v e r . The t r e e s were overrun with grape vines. The 
woman selected this as the place to make the effort to escape. She told 
grandmother that she would drop back out of sight, kill the two young 
Indians, then cl imb to the top of some thick t r ee , hide until dark, and 
after all was quiet take the back t r a i l . No persuas ion could stop her . 
She lingered and fell back out of sight. The Indians did not miss her for 
an hour or m o r e , when the mother of the twins came looking for her , 
found that she and the two cubs were gone. The squaw at once set up the 
howl of a l a r m . This called the r e s t all back and a general howl was 
ra ised and a scamper ing back to look for the young woman. Before night 
the squaws came screeching and bellowing back, carrying the two young 
Indians with their heads beaten to a jelly. The hunt for the woman was 
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kept up t i l l nex t e v e n i n g , but no t r a c e of h e r w a s found . H e r h i s t o r y of 
the a f fa i r was t h i s : Tha t when the p a r t y got in to t h i s t h i c k b o t t o m s h e 
saw she could h ide s e c u r e l y in the l e a v e s and v i n e s of t h e t r e e s ; t ha t a s 
soon as she w a s w e l l out of s igh t and found a p e r f e c t t a n g l e of v i n e s , 
she t h r e w clown the load of I n d i a n s and v e n i s o n , s e i z e d a c lub and b e a t 
the b r a i n s out of bo th babi-cs, t hen s e c u r e d s o m e ten o r t w e l v e pounds 
of the m e a t abou t h e r p e r s o n and c l i m b e d a s m a l l t r e e to the l i m b s of a 
l a r g e o n e , up tha t to the top and a m o n g the th ick v i n e s h e r e she lay w a t c h 
ing the f r a n t i c r a g e of the I n d i a n s b e l o w . The I n d i a n s n e v e r thought of 
looking o v e r t h e i r h e a d s for h e r , but w e r e c i r c u l i n g the. woods and r u n n i n g 
back on the t r a i l t h e y had c o m e up the r i v e r on . 

She l ay in t he top of t he t r e e un t i l l a t e t h e n e x t n igh t and a l l n o i s e of t h e 
Ind ians had s u b s i d e d . She c a m e down, c r o s s e d t h e S c i o t o and c o u r s i n g 
b y the s t a r s she s t r u c k a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y , b e a r i n g to h e r r i g h t , so a s 
to s t r i k e the t r a i l of t h e p a r t y f r o m P e n n s y l v a n i a . T h i s s h e d id the n e x t 
day, she s u p p o s e d s o m e t w e n t y m i l e s f r o m t h e r i v e r . F o r t h r e e w e e k s , 
t h i s . b r a v e w o m a n fo l lowed the Ind ian t r a i l , wad ing and s w i m m i n g wi th 
the he lp of l o g s , t h e w a t e r c o u r s e s t ha t c r o s s e d h e r p a t h , of ten in d a n g e r 
of being t o r n to p i e c e s , f i na l ly found h e r way to the s e t t l e m e n t t he I n d i a n s 
had v i s i t e d . H e r c o n d i t i o n was d e p l o r a b l e ; n e a r l y n a k e d , h e r f ee t and 
l i m b s one m a s s of s o r e s . H e r p r o v i s i o n s had g iven out and she w a s 
s t a r v i n g . The k ind b a c k w o o d s m e n c a r e d for h e r the b e s t t h e y cou ld , and 
af ter a m o n t h ' s r e s t s h e wi th s o m e h e l p got b a c k to h e r old h o m e on t h e 
M o n o n g a h e l a . I g r e a t l y r e g r e t t ha t I h a v e f o r g o t t e n t h i s r e m a r k a b l e 
w o m a n ' s n a m e . She abou t 1785 m a r r i e d , c a m e to K e n t u c k y and l ived 
s o m e w h e r e a b o v e the K e n t u c k y R i v e r . I have m a d e t h i s d i g r e s s i o n for 
the r e a s o n t h a t t h i s w o m a n ' s r e p o r t of t h e c r u e l t i e s i n f l i c t e d on the 
p r i s o n e r s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y the c r i t i c a l cond i t i on of G r a n d m o t h e r H a r d i n , 
let to the m o s t d e s p e r a t e a d v e n t u r e s d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r of 1781 and to 
the b u r n i n g at the s t a k e of one of t h e b r a v e s t and n o b l e s t of t he b a n d , a t 
one of the S a n d u s k y t o w n s , a l l of wh ich I wi l l r e l a t e i n t he p r o p e r p l a c e . 

I wil l now r e s u m e the e v e n t s of C l a r k ' s c a m p a i g n , o r the p a r t t a k e n i n 
it by o u r m e n . I left J a c k and L i t t l e J o h n H a r d i n on t h e t r a i l going t o w a r d s 
the M i a m i , T h e y had not gone f a r unt i l t h e y found f r e s h s i g n s of I n d i a n s 
point ing i n t he s a m e d i r e c t i o n of t h e old t r a i l . Soon t h e y s a w s i g n s of 
white m e n fo l lowing t h e m . T h e y p u s h e d on wi th a l l the s p e e d p o s s i b l e . 
After an h o u r ' s h a r d w a l k i n g , t hey c r o s s e d a s m a l l m u d d y s t r e a m . H e r e 
they found the w a t e r s t i l l m u d d y , showing t ha t b o t h p a r t i e s h a d c r o s s e d 
h a s t i l y . Soon a f t e r t h i s , t h e i r e a r s w e r e s a l u t e d wi th the s h a r p c r a c k of 
a n u m b e r of r i f l e s f i r e d a s s k i r m i s h e s . T h e y d a s h e d f o r w a r d and s o o n 
r e a c h e d t h e p l a c e of a c t i o n . By a c c i d e n t , t h e y c a m e on t h e left of the 
Indians t r e e d in t h e i r m a n n e r of f i g h t i n g . The whi te p a r t y w e r e t r e e d in 
the s a m e m a n n e r abou t fifty y a r d s off, but one Ind ian w a s in s i g h t , and 
as quick a s thought L i t t l e J o h n f i r e d on h i m , b r e a k i n g one of h i s a r m s . 
The o t h e r I n d i a n s b r o k e c o v e r and s c a t t e r e d . J a c k got in a s h o t as they 
r a n , and r a i s i n g a y e l l t h e y da shed ' ' a f t e r t h e m . The o t h e r p a r t y " s p r a n g 
to t h e i r f ee t the m o m e n t the I n d i a n s b r o k e , e a c h m a n c h a s i n g the f i r s t 
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Indian he s a w . A l i v e l y c h a s e took p l a c e , a l l ye l l i ng l ike d e m o n s , and 
those tha t h a d loaded guns f i r ed a s they r a n . Two Ind ians w e r e o v e r 
taken and k i l l e d ; one of t h e m p r o v e d to be the fel low whose a r m John 
had b r o k e n when out wi th R o b e r t s o n . T h e c h a s e o v e r , the p a r t i e s got 
toge ther and found tha t old c o m r a d e s had m e t . T h e new p a r t y was Mark 
Hard in , h i s b r o t h e r J o h n , M r . R o b e r t s o n and J o h n P a y n e , a l l of t h e m 
being K e n t o n ' s o b e d i e n t s c o u t s . 

To p r e v e n t confus ion of m e n and n a m e s , I m u s t d i g r e s s aga in and te l l 
who th is M a r k and John H a r d i n a r e and what b e c a m e of t h e m . How they 
stood r e l a t e d to the o t h e r s I d o n ' t know, bu t t hey w e r e of the s a m e family 
and c l o s e l y c o n n e c t e d , I a m c e r t a i n . J o h n had c o m e to Kentucky in 1778 
or 1779 and s t o p p e d a t t h e m o u t h of t he L i m e s t o n e R i v e r and had been 
engaged in e x p l o i t i n g and Ind ian h u n t i n g ; d u r i n g t h e s p r i n g of ' 8 0 , he 
found h i s way to the F a l l s and b e c a m e one of t h e m , jo in ing h e a r t i l y in 
al l t h e i r p l a n s for w a r r i n g on the I n d i a n s . A n o t h e r b r o t h e r c a m e out 
about 1783 w i t h h i s f a m i l y . His n a m e w a s B e n . In 1784 or 1785, the 
t h r ee b r o t h e r s , B e n , M a r k and J o h n , p u s h e d t h r o u g h to w h e r e N a s h v i l l e , 
T e n n e s s e e now s t a n d s and e s t a b l i s h e d t h e m s e l v e s t h e r e . T h e y w e r e 
s t r o n g - m i n d e d , v i g o r o u s , bold m e n . T h e y p r o s p e r e d and r a i s e d f ami l i e s . 
The i r d e s c e n d a n t s a r e s t i l l i n T e n n e s s e e , M i s s i s s i p p i and A l a b a m a . 
Ben and t h r e e of h i s s o n s b e c a m e invo lved in a s t r e e t diff iculty in N a s h 
vi l le , about 1825 and a l l four d ied a t r a g i c a l d e a t h . But one son of B e n ' s 
was left . T h a t one w a s the c e l e b r a t e d ' B l a c k H a r d i n . r He b e c a m e famous 
in the e a r l y h i s t o r y of T e x a s and on down t i l l age d r o v e h i m f r o m the f ie ld . 
He went to T e x a s abou t 1830 and e s t a b l i s h e d h i m s e l f b e t w e e n San Antonio 
and the Rio G r a n d e ; e s t a b l i s h e d him?ielf a t once a s t he l e a d e r of the r eg ion 
where he l i v e d , and w a s s o o n at the h e a d of a c o m p a n y of R a n g e r s , and 
was c o n s t a n t l y i n w a r w i th the I n d i a n s and M e x i c a n G r e a s e r s . The R e 
bel l ion of 1836 found h i m wi th h i s t r a i n e d R a n g e r s , m o r e than wil l ing for 
the af f ray . He cut a b r o a d s w a t h e t h r o u g h the o v e r t h r o w and c a p t u r e of 
Santa Anna a t J a c i n t o a f t e r the p r e t e n d e d p e a c e wi th M e x i c o . The b o r d e r 
wa r f a r e a long the Rio G r a n d e kept h i m c o n s t a n t l y on the war pa th . He 
would no t be b o t h e r e d wi th c o m m i s s i o n s o r s u p e r i o r o f f i c e r s . When a 
cal l was m a d e on h i m to defend the f r o n t i e r , he c a l l e d in his t r o o p s ; and 
without w a i t i n g for a n y o n e e l s e , d a s h e d a t t h e m and e i t h e r e x t e r m i n a t e d 
or drove t h e m a c r o s s the r i v e r . He took p a r t in G e n . T a y l o r ' s campa ign 
up the Rio G r a n d e and to Be una' V i s t a . 

Up to about 1 8 5 5 , I h e a r d of h i m in the s a d d l e . In the l a t t e r p a r t of 1850 
he was m a d e the h e r o of a n o v e l , " B l a c k H a r d i n on His C o a l - B l a c k C h a r g e r . " 
Many of h is e x p l o i t s w e r e we l l and t r u t h f u l l y w r i t t e n . 

I will now t r y and k e e p c l e a r of d i g r e s s i o n s and fol low the t h r e a d of my n a r 
ra t ive to i t s c l o s e . 

F r o m the day of the; above s k i r m i s h to the r o u t e of the Indians at P iqua 
the advanced s c o u t s i n c r e a s e d in n u m b e r and b e c a m e so b lended toge ther 
that I cannot t r e a t t h e m s e p a r a t e l y but a s a who le . K e n t o n ' s company had 
by ones and t w o s p r e s s e d f o r w a r d , not r e g a r d i n g h i s o r C l a r k ' s o r d e r s , 
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t i l l for ty o r fifty of t h e m w e r e up with the m o s t advanced cu t t ing away on 
the i r own hook . O t h e r s of the m o s t d a r i n g s p i r i t s w e r e c o n s t a n t l y b r e a k 
ing away f r o m C l a r k by m a i n f o r c e and fo rc ing t h e i r way to t h e f ron t . N e w s 
had gone b a c k tha t the Ind ians had fled f r o m the i r c a m p s and towns on the 
Scioto and l o w e r M i a m i . Th i s led t hose d a r i n g m e n to think tha t the g a m e 
was e s c a p i n g beyond t h e i r r e a c h , and a s e v e r y m a n of the expedi t ion had an 
account of h i s own to s e t t l e with the I n d i a n s , he was e a g e r to be in f ront 
in c o n s e q u e n c e of th i s k e e n d e s i r e for r e v e n g e . More than one hundred 
of t h e s e d e s p e r a t e m e n w e r e s c a t t e r e d up the M i a m i , each fee l ing h i m s e l f 
a host and knowing the o t h e r s equa l to what he c o n s i d e r e d h imse l f ; they 
fo rmed a h o s t tha t b r o k e down a l l o p p o s i t i o n . As they swept f o r w a r d , 
they w e r e c o n s t a n t l y m e e t i n g s cou t ing p a r t i e s of Ind ians and dead ly c o n 
t e s t s w e r e h o u r l y o c c u r r i n g unt i l t hey r e a c h e d the Indian s t rongho ld at 
P i q u a w a y , w h e r e as the old h u n t e r s u s e d to say , we " t r e e d u m . " 

S e v e r a l d a y s e l a p s e d b e f o r e C l a r k c a m e up with his m a i n f o r c e . Dur ing 
this t i m e an unbroken s k i r m i s h w a s going on and a n u m b e r of m e n fel l on 
both s i d e s . C l a r k up, he m a d e the m a i n a t t ack and s t o r m e d t h e i r towns 
and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . The Ind ians w e r e swep t out a s if a h u r r i c a n e had 
s t r u c k t h e m , C o n t r a r y to C l a r k ' s o r d e r s , t h e s e wild m e n went p e l l - m e l l 
in p u r s u i t of t h e m and fol lowed t h e m we l l back to the l a k e s . C l a r k , for 
want of s u p p l i e s to feed so l a r g e a n u m b e r , was fo rced to find his way 
back to the Ohio , which he did a f t e r d e s t r o y i n g a l l t h e i r v i l l ages and c o r n 
p a t c h e s . T h e b r a v e old S imon Kenton t r i e d in va in to ca l l b a c k h is wild 
s c o u t s , but could b r i n g but few of t h e m to ha l t . Mos t of t h e m w e r e f a r 
out of h i s r e a c h s k i r m i s h i n g in the r e a r of the r e t r e a t i n g I n d i a n s . The 
g r e a t e r p a r t of t h e m thought C l a r k w a s fol lowing t hem and that he would 
b r ing the Ind i ans aga in to bay and hold t h e m t i l l the m a i n f o r c e got up. 
Judge t h e i r a s t o n i s h m e n t when they l e a r n e d that C l a r k was on h i s way 
back to the Ohio . Knowing tha t the Ind i ans would soon l e a r n th i s a l s o , 
they h a s t i l y got t o g e t h e r and fo l lowed h i m into the p l a c e of r e n d e z v o u s 
where C inc inna t i now s t a n d s . F r o m t h e r e , the H a r d i n s p a r t y m a d e t h e i r 
way back to the F a l l s . Not a m a n in the p a r t y had been h u r t in al l t h i s 
r a i d , though they w e r e in front f i r ing the whole a d v a n c e and in the r e a r 
in c o m i n g i n . 

In m a n y th ings in my v e r s i o n s and t r a d i t i o n s of th i s c a m p a i g n , I a m 
s q u a r e in the face of h i s t o r y . I b e l i e v e the n a r r a t i v e given by the old 
m e n and w o m e n who w e r e p a r t i e s and a c t o r s t h rough the whole of i t , to 
be the t r u e h i s t o r y . H i s t o r y s a y s C l a r k los t s e v e n t e e n m e n and the I n 
d ians abou t the s a m e . The H a r d i n s s ay tha t ove r one hundred m e n fell 
in the s k i r m i s h and m a i n fight in P i q u a w a y and that the Indians los t s e v e r a l 
h u n d r e d , M r s , H a r d i n and M r s . R o b e r t s o n sa id that the Ind ians s t a r t e d 
in with e igh t h u n d r e d w a r r i o r s and lo s t in k i l led and wounded ove r half 
t he i r n u m b e r . 
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NUMBER V 

When C l a r k ' s c a m p a i g n c l o s e d and our p a r t y had al l got ten t oge the r a t 
the F a l l s , t h e i r naked condi t ion m a d e it n e c e s s a r y f i r s t of al l th ings to 
p r o c u r e c o v e r i n g of s o m e kind to p r o t e c t t h e m s e l v e s a g a i n s t the win te r 
now c lose to hand . To buy was an i m p o s s i b i l i t y with m o s t of t h e m , a s they 
had nothing to buy with if they w e r e to find anything for s a l e . They w e r e 
not only out of c lo th ing , but out of p r o v i s i o n s as we l l . The woods they 
m u s t look to for bo th . About the m i d d l e of O c t o b e r , they left the F a l l s ; 
and a f t e r s o m e t i m e spen t in e x p l o r i n g they f o r m e d a c a m p on a s m a l l 
s t r e a m n e a r the mou th of the Rol l ing F o r k of Salt R i v e r , in what is now 
N e l s o n Coun ty , s o m e s e v e n or e ight m i l e s be low B a r d s t o w n . H e r e they 
s tayed about t h r e e m o n t h s , hunt ing for p r o v i s i o n s and sk ins to d r e s s to 
m a k e c lo th ing and bedd ing- The d e e r sk ins they d r e s s e d and fash ioned 
into s h i r t s , t r o u s e r s , hun t ing j a c k e t s and l e g g i n g s . They m a d e the i r beds 
and b l a n k e t s of b e a r s k i n s . T h e i r m o c c a s i n s and caps w e r e m a d e of b e a r , 
wolf and wi ldca t s k i n s . C o n t e m p l a t e the c a m p life of the band th rough 
t h e s e w i n t e r m o n t h s . See t h e m a r o u n d t h e i r rude h o m e s cooking t h e i r 
m e a t wi thout the aid of any k i t c h e n f u r n i t u r e . The whole 'ou t f i t in th i s d e 
p a r t m e n t w a s t h e i r b u t c h e r k n i v e s , a fo rk cut f rom a b u s h . The fork , a 
s t ick t h r e e or four feet long with one end s h a r p e n e d , s t uck in the ground 
in f ront of t he c a m p f i r e . T h e i r m e a t they s l i ced and s t r u n g on th is and 
r o a s t e d to t h e i r t a s t e s , then a te i t wi thout b r e a d , s a l t , s u g a r , coffee, 
tea o r any o t h e r a c c o m p a n i m e n t now thought to be i n d i s p e n s a b l e . Then 
view t h e m a s they s t r e t c h t h e m s e l v e s on the bed of l e a v e s and skins for 
a n i g h t ' s r e p o s e . Look a t t h e m when they quit t h e i r c a m p in F e b r u a r y , 
1781, and s e t t h e i r f a c e s t o w a r d s the F a l l s , unshaven , h a i r uncut and un 
combed and no doubt t h e i r f a c e s u n w a s h e d , d r e s s e d in sk ins cut with 
t h e i r k n i v e s , f i t ted to the f a sh ion tha t e a c h fanc ied , put t o g e t h e r with 
b u c k s k i n w h a n g s . Look at t h e m a l l o v e r . See t h e i r d a r k , p i e r c i n g eye , 
if you c a n for b e a r d and h a i r , t h e i r b o d i e s c o v e r e d with the sk ins of wild 
b e a s t s . Look at the m a n l y , s e l f -de f i an t t r e a d as they shou lde r t h e i r 
r i f l e s and walk off b e f o r e you. In the ve in s of t he s e wild, uncouth looking 
m e n r u n s the p r o u d e s t b lood in a l l A m e r i c a , F r o m the s e m e n and o t h e r s 
of the s a m e b lood and t y p e , h a s d e s c e n d e d a r a c e of m e n and women tha t 
can c o m p a r e t h e i r r e c o r d with any o the r r a c e on e a r t h . 

The p a r t y on t h e i r a r r i v a l a t the F a l l s w e r e g laddened to find t h e m s e l v e s 
r e - e n f o r c e d by t h r e e of t h e i r r e l a t i v e s f r o m the Monongahe la in the 
p e r s o n s as C a p t a i n W i l l i a m H a r d i n ( Indian B i l l , as he was ca l l ed ) , h is 
b r o t h e r J e s s e and big John H a r d i n . T h e y w e r e at h o m e f r o m the con
t i nen t a l a r m y , when the young w o m a n whose a d v e n t u r e I have given, got 
h o m e and gave h e r n a r r a t i v e of the t e r r i b l e d i s a s t e r of the 20th of M a r c h 
and of the c r u e l t i e s and su f f e r ings of the c a p t i v e s in the hands of I n d i a n s . 
Coupled with the r e p o r t s of the e f fo r t s the p a r t y had m a d e to r e s c u e t h e m 
and the d e a d l y s t r u g g l e the m e n of Ken tucky w e r e in , f i r ed up the Hard in 
r a c e to m a k e c o m m o n c a u s e with t h e i r k i n d r e d . T h e i r n a t u r e then was 
the s a m e as now, and e v e r h a s been," to back h i s k ind red in e v e r y t h i n g ; 
e s p o u s e h i s q u a r r e l s and fight i t to d e a t h if needs b e . Th i s c l ann i sh 
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t r a i t g o e s with t h e m w h e r e v e r t hey go and a l w a y s deve lops i t se l f when 
o c c a s i o n o f f e r s . T h e above t h r e e p u s h e d off down the r i v e r the m o m e n t 
they could c o m p l e t e t h e i r p r e p a r a t i o n s . T h e y left o t h e r s p r e p a r i n g to 
follow t h e m in the e a r l y s p i r n g . T h e s e t h r e e m e n w e r e thoroughly a r m e d 
ami sk i l l ed in Ind ian w a r f a r e . T h e y , a s a l l the r e s t , w e r e f resh f rom 
the ba t t le f ie ld of the R e v o l u t i o n . A m o n g o t h e r news t h e s e men brought 
the news tha t M r s , H a r d i n would b e c o m e B m o t h e r in the fa l l . Th i s was 
t r u e ; on the 29th of O c t o b e r , 1780 a d a u g h t e r w a s b o r n , seven mon ths 
and nine days a f t e r h e r c a p t u r e . T h i s h a p p e n e d at Sandusky , or* r a t h e r 
at a c a m p in the woods n e a r tha t p l a c e , The d a u g h t e r l ived and was 
c a r r i e d back to the M o n o n g a h e l a by h e r m o t h e r . ( "Her m o t h e r n a m e d 
h e r M a r y H a r d i n , for h e r s e l f . ") She c a m e to Ken tucky with h e r p a r e n t s 
on t h e i r r e t u r n in 1785 , and when g r o w n b e c a m e the wife of Cu thbe r t 
H a r r i s o n , of V i r g i n i a , l ived to old age on the b a n k s of the Ohio R i v e r , 
in Meade County, K e n t u c k y , abou t two m i l e s above F l i n t I s l and , whe re 
she and h e r husband a r e b u r i e d . 

She left two sons and two d a u g h t e r s . T h i s n e w s added h e a v y weight to 
J a c k H a r d i n ' s t r o u b l e s , and the whole p a r t y v o l u n t e e r e d to aid h i m and 
R o b e r t s o n in any e n t e r p r i s e wi thou t r e g a r d to d a n g e r for the r e c o v e r y 
of t h e i r wives and c h i l d r e n . I nd i an B i l l , J e s s e and Big John Hard in joined 
in the covenan t m a d e on the 20th of M a r c h . B i l l w a s of L i t t l e J o h n ' s 
opinion, tha t the b e s t way to r e a c h the w o m e n w a s to k i l l the Indians out 
of the way , then t h e r e would be no t r o u b l e i n b r i n g i n g the women and 
c h i l d r e n h o m e . A v e r y good i d e a , but h a r d l y p r a c t i c a b l e . F o r h imse l f , 
he was going to w o r k on t h a t p l a n and would not le t an Ind ian l ive tha t he 
could k i l l . He s t u c k to h i s p l a n as long a s an I n d i a n was in r e a c h of h i m . 
Though full two m o n t h s m u s t e l a p s e b e f o r e i t would be p o s s i b l e for t h e m 
to p e n e t r a t e the Ind i an c o u n t r y wi th any h o p e of s u c c e s s . So e a g e r w e r e 
t h e s e m e n to get the h e l p l e s s w o m e n and c h i l d r e n out of the hands of the 
Ind ians tha t they at once b e g a n the d i s c u s s i o n of t h e i r p l a n s . The t r o u b l e 
was not who should go , but who should s t a y . E v e r y m a n of the p a r t y was 
u rg ing h i s c l a i m to be one of the two p a r t i e s t hey p r o p o s e d to f o r m . All 
a g r e e d t h a t J ack H a r d i n and R o b e r t s o n h a d f i r s t c l a i m , but a s only one 
should a c c o m p a n y e a c h , the t r o u b l e was who t h o s e two should b e . 

It was f ina l ly s e t t l e d t h a t H a r d i n and R o b e r t s o n shou ld p ick t h e i r m e n 
and no h a r d f ee l ings shou ld g r o w out of t h e i r c h o i c e . H a r d i n se l ec ted 
Shively and R o b e r t s o n , M a r k H a r d i n . H a r d i n and Shive ly dec ided to m a k e 
t h e i r v e n t u r e up the S c i o t o . R o b e r t s o n and M a r k H a r d i n w e r e to follow up 
the Big M i a m i . W h e n t h i s w a s a n n o u n c e d , I n d i a n B i l l Ha rd in shou lde red 
his r i f l e and ca l l ed L i t t l e John H a r d i n to s t e p by h i s s i d e . Then he m a d e 
known tha t a t h i r d p a r t y had a r i g h t to t a k e p a r t , and tha t a l a r g e t r a c t of 
vacan t c o u n t r y lay on the L i t t l e M i a m i , r i g h t b e t w e e n J a c k and R o b e r t s o n . 
He and L i t t l e John would f i l l tha t s p a c e and h e l p e i t h e r s ide , B i l l ' s p r o 
p o s i t i o n , a l l knew, a d m i t t e d of no d i s c u s s i o n o r a p p e a l , for none would 
be a l lowed by h i m . A f r e s h c o u n c i l of w a r w a s now ca l l ed and it was 
a g r e e d tha t the t h r e e p a r t i e s ac t on B i l l ' s p lan ; t ha t if no d i s c o v e r i e s of 
the p r i s o n e r s w e r e m a d e on e i t h e r of the r i v e r s , the p a r t i e s should get 
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t oge the r on the d iv ide b e t w e e n the h e a d w a t e r s of the Big M i a m i and 
the w a t e r s of the Sc io to and Sandusky R i v e r s . T h e r e they lay the i r 
p l ans for fu tu re o p e r a t i o n s . They p a s s e d the t i m e in. d i s c u s s i n g p l a n s , 
p r e p a r i n g d i s g u i s e s and hunt ing t i l l the l a t t e r p a r t of M a r c h , when 
h u n t e r s c a m e in with n e w s that a l a r g e p a r t y of Wabash Indiana were 
r a id ing on and below Sa l t R t v e r . T h i s news w a s a G o d - s e n d to these 
r e s t l e s s s p i r i t s . T h e y one and a l l , wi th s o m e twenty o t h e r s , pushed 
for the s e a t of d a n g e r . T h e y c r o s s e d Sal t R i v e r s o m e m i l e s below the 
p lace the H a r d i n s had c a m p e d in the e a r l y p a r t of the w i n t e r . They 
scouted the c o u n t r y down to O t t e r C r e e k , in what i s now known as the 
upper p a r t of Meade County , b e f o r e t hey s t r u c k the t r a i l of the Ind ians . 
They fol lowed the t r a i l wi th a l l p o s s i b l e speed t i l l they s t r u c k the Ohio 
at the m o u t h of C love r C r e e k , w h e r e C l o v e r p o r t now s t a n d s , in B r e c k e n -
r idge Coun ty , but to t h e i r m o r t i f i c a t i o n the Ind ians had c r o s s e d and w e r e 
out of t h e i r r e a c h . The p a r t y c a m p e d a sho r t d i s t a n c e up the s t r e a m for 
s e v e r a l d a y s , hunt ing and e x p l o r i n g the c o u n t r y . Th i s exped i t ion was a 
to ta l f a i l u r e a s far a s the I n d i a n s w e r e c o n c e r n e d tha t they w e r e in p u r 
suit of, but i t had a v i t a l i m p o r t a n c e on one b r a n c h of the H a r d i n fami ly , 
as i t led to t he f i r s t p e r m a n e n t s e t t l e m e n t of any of the r a c e in Kentucky. 

After the p a r t y had r e s t e d a few d a y s , they b r o k e up c a m p and s e p a r a t e d 
into s e v e r a l s q u a d s and a r r a n g e d the r o u t e e a c h should take th rough the 
c o u n t r y b a c k to the F a l l s . C a p t a i n (Indian) Bi l l headed one squad and 
was to t ake the ou t e r r o u t e , which led h i m to w h e r e H a r d i n s b u r g now 
s t a n d s . H e r e the C a p t a i n c a m p e d and e x p l o r e d the coun t ry a r o u n d . He 
was so p l e a s e d with a l l he s aw tha t he d e t e r m i n e d to m a k e a loca t ion 
t h e r e a s soon a s p o s s i b l e . He s e l e c t e d the p l a c e to build h is cab in , 
c leaned out the s p r i n g he a f t e r w a r d d r a n k w a t e r f r o m to the end of h is 
l ife, m a r k e d out the b o u n d s of the land he a f t e r w a r d s owned. Ano the r 
r e a s o n why the f i e ry C a p t a i n s e l e c t e d t h i s advanced p o s i t i o n was h i s a m 
bit ion to be in f ront of the o t h e r s w h e r e he could give and r e c e i v e the f i r s t 
blows with t h e I n d i a n s , and a t t h e s a m e t i m e he h i m s e l f g e n e r a l i s s i m o of 
the s e t t l e m e n t , he p r o p o s e d d r a w i n g a r o u n d h is s t a t ion which he c h r i s t e n e d 
with h is own n a m e . All t h i s he did and i m p r i n t e d h is n a m e so d e e p l y in 
the h i s t o r y of the f r o n t i e r tha t i t wi l l r e m a i n t h r o u g h a l l t i m e . Of h im I 
will t r e a t in f u t u r e , a s h i s a c t i o n s had c o n n e c t i o n s s e r i o u s l y with a n u m b e r 
of the f a m i l y be fo re they f ina l ly s e t t l e d . Indian B i l l , n e v e r in a h u r r y un 
l e s s in p u r s u i t of the I n d i a n s , w a s the l a s t of the p a r t y get t ing back to the 
F a l l s . It w a s about the m i d d l e of A p r i l , 1781 , t ha t the p a r t y r e - a s s e m b l e d 
at the F a l l s . T h e s p r i n g was now open ing , the t r e e s and b u s h e s putt ing 
out t h e i r l e a v e s , which the s ix d a r i n g a d v e n t u r e r s had i m p a t i e n t l y been 
longing to s e e . 

About the 20th of A p r i l , t hey left t h e i r f r i e n d s at the F a l l s and took the i r 
c o u r s e for the mouth of the L i m e s t o n e and r e a c h e d it the f i r s t of May. 
They m e t s o m e h u n t e r s t h e r e tha t i n f o r m e d t h e m that the Indians had r e 
a p p e a r e d on the two M i a m i r i v e r s and on the Sc io to ; that they w e r e making 
s o m e ef for t s to r e b u i l d t h e i r c a m p s a t and a r o u n d Old Ch i l l i co the , on the 
Li t t le M i a m i 
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That I may be understood about these Chill icothe towns on these r i v e r s , 
I think best to make a d igress ion and tell how the old people spoke of 
them. When they spoke of the towns or camps near old Chillicothe", they 
called them Chillicothe towns or one o£ the Chillicothe towns; the same of 
the Scioto towns, designating them by the r i ve r they were on, Miami or 
Scioto, Sometimes they would say Big Miami or Little Miami; Scioto 
and Sandusky towns; calling all the towns on each of the r ive r s by the 
name of the r ive r they were located on. 

Our party c ro s sed over to the stockade fort at Cincinnati that Clark had 
built the s u m m e r before , which was ga r r i soned by a squad of hunters . 
From these they gathered some further informat ion of the Indians on the 
three r i v e r s they proposed ascending. They had gained all the information 
they could expect. A las t council was held . Thei r former agreement was 
considered and adopted, that i s by Jack Hardin and Robertson. Indian Bill 
and Little John Hardin were s i lent , for they had no intention of carrying 
it out in pa r t . The ag reemen t was to avoid coming in contact with the 
Indians in any way if poss ib le to do so; use every means possible to avoid 
discovery by the Indians and aim at nothing but s e c r e c y and find the cap
tives if poss ible and br ing them home at all h a z a r d s . If no discoveries 
were made on these three r i v e r s , to mee t on the divide and explore the 
Sandusky River to the lake . Jack Hardin nor Rober tson did not want Bill 
nor Little John with them, nor in any way connected with the expedition. 
They dreaded their r a s h n e s s and impetuos i ty . In a square stand-up fight 
they would have gladly had them by their s ide, for they knew them of old, 
that they knew no fear , no danger g rea t enough to make them turn their 
backs on an enemy or d e s e r t a friend; that they would ever t ry for a 
moment to avoid a fight with the Indians ne i ther of them believed. The 
sequel proved them r ight , for Captain Bil l and Lit t le John laid their plans 
for a raid, the daring and seeming ce r t a in ty of bringing on themselves 
danger that they could not poss ib ly get through with their l ives . They 
carr ied it through, but brought the whole par ty into danger equal to that of 
themselves . The Scottish Highlanders neve r pe r fo rmed deeds of greater 
daring and h e r o i s m . The plan of Bill and John was to take the middle, 
ra i se a perfect hur r i cane on the Litt le Miami , a t t r ac t all the attention of 
the Indians to them so that Jack and Rober t son could c a r r y out their search 
with as little danger of d i scovery as p o s s i b l e . Could anything be imagined 
to equal the cool courage and seeming a lmos t ce r t a in self-sacrif ice of 
these two men in bringing down the whole s t rength of the re lent less Indians 
on themselves that they could be t t e r aid the i r fr iends in their sea rch? 

I omitted to mention in i ts p r o p e r p lace , that on the re tu rn of the party to 
the Fal ls from their winter camp on Salt River , they found Gen. George 
Rogers Clark exert ing himself to r a i s e two thousand men to march through 
the Indian country to Detroi t . They gladly, every man of them, enrolled 
themselves , hoping that as s t rong a force as Clark proposed moving with, 
they could have the sat isfact ion of helping to sweep their hated foes from 
[ho Ohio to the lakes ; but they had the-mort if icat ion of seeing the enter 
pr ise prove an abort ion. This effort of Cla rk to invade their country was 
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known to the Ind i ans long b e f o r e the H a r d i n s s t a r t e d on t h e i r r a i d . The 
wilcy r e n e g a d e , S imon G i r t y , and h i s s p i e s , had d i s c o v e r e d the m o v e 
m e n t s of C l a r k and had r e p o r t e d to the Indians and to the B r i t i s h C o m 
mandan t at D e t r o i t . The B r i t i s h had u s e d e v e r y m e a n s p o s s i b l e to b r i n g 
out the I n d i a n s and e m b o d y t h e m to r e s i s t C l a r k ' s a d v a n c e , hoping to so 
c r ipp l e h i s f o r c e in the p a s s a g e a c r o s s the c o u n t r y that he would not be 
able to r e a c h h i s ob jec t ive po in t , D e t r o i t , or if he did that the Indians 
would s o w e a k e n h i m tha t they with the I n d i a n s ' help that he would d r i ve 
before h i m could de fea t and d e s t r o y h i s a r m y . T h i s a l a r m had ca l l ed 
t o g e t h e r on the head w a t e r s of the M i a m i and Sandusky r i v e r s a l a r g e 
fo rce of I n d i a n s . G r a n d m o t h e r H a r d i n r e c k o n e d t h e m at twe lve h u n d r e d 
or f if teen h u n d r e d . T h e s e I n d i a n s w e r e t h e r e r e a d y for w a r , not ye t 
fully a p p r i s e d of the f a i l u r e of C l a r k ' s e n t e r p r i s e , when the H a r d i n s 
s t a r t e d on t h e i r r a i d ; a thing the H a r d i n s knew nothing of, hence long 
and b loody scuf f l e s t hey had ge t t ing i n to and out of the c o u n t r y . 

It was i n t he s e c o n d week of May , 1781 , that t h e s e s ix m e n s t a r t e d on 
t he i r p e r i l o u s e n t e r p r i s e , I m i g h t p r o p e r l y s ay t h e i r Quixo t ic e n t e r p r i s e . 
A s the H a r d i n s had no e x p e c t a t i o n s of finding the c a p t i v e s n e a r e r than the 
upper p o r t i o n s of t h e r i v e r s , t hey p u s h e d on t o g e t h e r t i l l they got n e a r 
Old C h i l l i c o t h e , w h e r e t hey s e p a r a t e d and each p a r t y took the rou t e 
p l anned . 

A s Indian Bi l l and L i t t l e John a r e the l ead ing c h a r a c t e r s in th i s e x c u r 
sion unt i l the p a r t y r e - a s s e m b l e d on the head w a t e r s of the Sandusky 
R i v e r , I s h a l l fo l low t h e m m a i n l y . B i l l , a s a m a t t e r of c o u r s e , was 
C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f of h i s s q u a d , for he n e v e r in h i s life r e c o g n i z e d 
a s u p e r i o r . He would l ead but n e v e r would be led by any m a n . His 
b o a s t in h i s old age w a s tha t no m a n e v e r walked b e f o r e h i m on the war 
p a t h , which w a s t r u e . A d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e s e two m e n wil l not be out of 
p l a c e h e r e . B i l l s t ood in h i s m o c c a . s i n s s ix feet four i n c h e s high; we ighed 
240 p o u n d s ; w a s ;i p e r f e c t m o d e l in. f o r m , not one pound of s u r p l u s f l e sh ; 
b r o a d and w e l l - r o u n d e d s h o u l d e r s ; full and w e l l - d e v e l o p e d c h e s t ; w e l l -
f o r m e d head c o v e r e d wi th a r i c h sui t of J e t b l ack h a i r ; b r o a d , high f o r e 
head , d a r k , p e n e t r a t i n g e y e s , o v e r s h a d o w e d with h e a v y , b l a c k e y e b r o w s ; 
la.rg<" n o s e , r a t h e r R o m a n , l a r g e m o u t h , unusua l ly thin l i p s , b e a r d r a t h e r 
i.niidy, c o m p l e c t i on d a r k and s w a r t h y ; had r e m a r k a b l y s m a l l hands and 
feel; for a m a n of h i s s i z e ; w a s a s a c t i v e as a ca t ; had the s t r e n g t h of two 
o r d i n a r y m e n . No m a n but L i t t l e John could bea t h im r u n n i n g . In the. 
use of the gun he w a s p e r f e c t . Noth ing could s t ay on i t s feet: in i ts r ange 
if he wished it to f a l l . His a r m a m e n t v/as in p r o p o r t i o n to h i s s i z e . His 
gun was u n u s u a l l y l a r g e , too h e a v y for an o r d i n a r y m a n to hand le . It-
c a r r i e d ounce b a l l s ; wi th it he w a s a dead shot at double the d i s t a n c e of 
o r d i n a r y g u n s . H i s t o m a h a w k was a s m a l l ax and h i s knife a s m a l l s w o r d . 

L i t t l e J o h n , j u s t one h u n d r e d pounds s m a l l e r , r a t h e r h o m e l y , well f o r m e d , 
l ight h a i r , b l a c k e y e s , r e d d i s h w h i s k e r s and a r m e d with h i s G e r m a n r i f l e , 
h a t c h e t and kn i fe , w a s B i l l ' s equal . In c o u r a g e and h i s s u p e r i o r in r u n n i n g . 
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Such w e r e the s e e m i n g l y u n m a t c h e d t w o m e n tha t s e t t h e i r f a c e s up t h e 
L i t t l e M i a m i r e a d y and wi l l ing to m e e t any foe tha t would d a r e to i m p e d e 
t h e i r way; and if no foe got in t h e i r way , t hey w e r e d e t e r m i n e d to ge t in 
the way of the f o e . Up to the s e p a r a t i o n the p a r t y h a d s e e n no f r e s h s i g n s 
of Indians. Bu t soon B i l l and John b e g a n to s e e t h a t t h e y would h a v e w o r k 
on t h e i r h a n d s the n e a r e r t h e y a p p r o a c h e d the p l a c e Old C h i l l i c o t h e had 
s tood on (for the town had b e e n d e s t r o y e d ; C l a r k h a d b u r n e d i t the fa l l 
b e f o r e ) , t h e t h i c k e r and f r e s h e r the s i g n s w e r e . A few m i l e s be low the 
old town t h e y d i s c o v e r e d a c a m p on t h e banks of t h e r i v e r . T h i s t h e y 
c l o s e l y e x a m i n e d and found tha t the p a r t y w a s a s m a l l one e n g a g e d i n 
hun t ing and f i s h i n g ; tha t s ix o r e ight w a s t h e i r s t r e n g t h . T h e y a t once 
s e t t l e d i t , t h a t r i g h t h e r e wi th t h i s b u n c h of I n d i a n s t h e y would b e g i n the 
d a n c e of d e a t h . W i s h i n g to s e e t h e ful l s t r e n g t h of t he p a r t y , they c o n 
c e a l e d t h e m s e l v e s in e a s y r a n g e of the c a m p to a w a i t t he c o m i n g in of 
t he o c c u p a n t s . A s the day c l o s e d , the I n d i a n s c a m e in by o n e s and t w o s , 
b r i n g i n g in g a m e of a l l k i n d s , t i l l s e v e n w e r e in . T h e y b u s i e d ' ^ t h e m 
s e l v e s i n c l e a n i n g t h e i r g a m e and p r e p a r i n g t h e i r s u p p e r . A s the sun 
was abou t down , B i l l and John thought i t t i m e to o p e n t h e b a l l ; and e a c h 
s e l e c t i n g h i s I n d i a n a s h i s t a r g e t , t h e y f i r e d on t h e m . At t he c r a c k of 
the g u n s , two b r a v e s quit the w a r p a t h for a l l t i m e to c o m e . T h e H a r d i n s 
s lung t h e i r r i f l e s o v e r t h e i r b a c k s , s e i z e d t h e i r h a t c h e t s i n one h a n d , 
t h e i r k n i v e s i n t he o t h e r , c h a r g e d h e a d l o n g i n t o the c a m p . T h e I n d i a n s , 
though g r e a t l y a s t o n i s h e d , w e r e b r a v e w a r r i o r s ; one on ly r a n off. T h e 
o t h e r four g r a b b e d t h e i r guns and t h r e e of t h e m f i r e d on the two m e n a s 
they c a i n e down on t h e m , but in t h e i r h u r r y , c o u p l e d wi th the sk i l l B i l l 
and John h a d a c q u i r e d in dodging t h e i r a i m , t h e y m a d e a c l e a r m i s s . 
In a f l a s h the two m e n w e r e on the I n d i a n s and b r a i n e d two of t h e m ; the 
o t h e r two b r o k e , but B i l l In a few s t r i d e s s t opped o n e , the o t h e r p l u n g e d 
in to the r i v e r . 

John uns lung h i s r i f l e and went i n a f t e r h i m , bu t B i l l s t o p p e d to load h i s 
gun, and did load i t b e f o r e the Ind ian r e a c h e d the o p p o s i t e s h o r e . As the 
Ind ian w a s c l i m b i n g the b a n k , B i l l sho t h i m d e a d . J o h n had got abou t 
half way a c r o s s when B i l l f i r e d . He a l w a y s i n s i s t e d t h a t B i l l t r e a t e d h i m 
b a d l y in s h o o t i n g h i s g a m e out of h i s t e e t h . S ix of t he s e v e n I n d i a n s l a y 
d e a d , but one w a s enough to g ive t h e a l a r m , which he d id , for t he n e x t 
day the r i v e r b a n k s w e r e l ined on bo th s i d e s wi th w a r p a r t i e s t ha t gave 
B i l l and J o h n f igh t ing to t h e i r h e a r t s ' c o n t e n t , w e l l a s t h e y b o t h loved i t . 
B i l l and J o h n t u r n e d t h e i r a t t e n t i o n to t h e c a m p , J o h n a s u s u a l found 
s o m e Ind ian o r n a m e n t s tha t p l e a s e d h i m , w h i c h he t h o u g h t would look 
wel l on h i m s e l f . T h e s e he a p p r o p r i a t e d . T h e y f e l l , t o o , on the Ind ian 
s u p p e r and m a d e a h e a r t y m e a l . A m o n g the p r o v i s i o n s in c a m p they 
found a q u a n t i t y of p a r c h e d c o r n ; wi th t h i s t h e y w e r e d e l i g h t e d , a s t h e y 
now had a s u b s t i t u t e for b r e a d . 

T h e y p a c k e d a s m u c h of t h i s a s t h e y could c o n v e n i e n t l y c a r r y and added t o 
It a s u p p l y of d r i e d m e a t . T h e y w e r e in high g lee o v e r t h e i r e v e n i n g ' s 
work and looked f o r w a r d to h a v i n g T a r e old s p o r t b e f o r e the exped i t i on 
c l o s e d . A f t e r t h r o w i n g the Ind ian a r m s in to t h e r i v e r , t hey c o n c l u d e d 
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to walk up the r iver and see what the p rospec t was for a row the next day. 
The Indian that made his escape , they noticed, went that way, and they 
knew would not stop short of the n e a r e s t camp. They wanted to be on 
hand and if they wished, take par t in what was going on. John had been 
here the fall before in Kenton's advanced scouts and knew something of 
the country. When they reached Old Chillicothe all was si lent and d e 
s e r t e d . On up the r i v e r , following the old t r a i l , they went as they s u p 
posed some six m i l e s , when they sighted a camp f i r e . Like a panther 
stealing on their p r e y they crept up to i t . There was quite a number of 
Indians in this camp collected around the fire l is tening to a f iery harangue 
from one who seemed to be a man of some impor tance among them. He 
was ranting like a c r o s s - r o a d poli t ician of our day, b randish ing his h a t 
chet, gest iculat ing and chat ter ing at a furious r a t e . Bill and John were 
not p leased with his speech. They concluded that he had hea rd the news 
from below and was brewing mischief for a pa i r of inoffensive lambs like 
themse lves . On the p resumpt ion that their conclusion was r ight , they 
thought i t bes t to stop his speech, by Bill putting an ounce of his lead 
through his c a r c a s s . Bill took aim at h im just at a t ime when he was on 
one of his highest flights of eloquence and spoiled the bes t p a r t of his 
speech, for with one loud yell he tumbled to the ground and they heard 
no more of h im. The l i s t ene r s to this eloquent fellow seemed much 
astonished at the manner he closed his f iery a d d r e s s . At f i r s t they 
bounded away from him, but the boldest of them ra l l i ed in a few moment s 
around the i r fallen o ra to r and set up a furious babbling and cha t te r ing . 
Their lingo Bill and John did not comprehend. John was hur t with them 
thinking it bold manne r s on their pa r t to use a dialect that the i r guests 
could not comprehend; so finding himself insulted he f ired a shot into 
their mids t that sent them howling in eve ry d i rec t ion . The Hardins 
thought that some of them would skulk back to get t h e i r a r m s , if nothing 
else, for the most of them in thei r h u r r y had forgotten to c a r r y them 
off with them, concluded to lay close and watch the campfi re for them. 
Several hours passed and no Indians c a m e . They became sat isf ied the 
Indians were playing the same game and were hidden away watching for 
them to approach the campfire for the scalp of the dead o r a t o r . They, 
to make sure of how the play was going, commenced a caut ious s ea rch 
of the hiding p laces in range of the camp and soon walked up on a fellow 
hid behind a log. His sharp e a r s caught the sound of the l i t t le noise Bill 
and John made in the i r approach and he gave a low chirp as of some kind 
of a b i rd , as a signal to those approaching that he was a fr iend, John 
answered it by trying to imi ta te the ca l l , but e i ther answered wrong, or 
in a bungling way so the Indian detected him as the wrong man , and 
sprang to his feet and gave a yell of a l a r m , then f ired his gun in the 
direction he had heard the noise . The flash of his gun was death to h im. 
Bill was ready with his great gun aimed on him waiting his f i re that he 
could have the benefit of the light to make a su re shot. The two guns 
fired in quick success ion . Bill and John had put t hemse lve s out of the 
Indian's r ange , but the Indian being put to a d isadvantage, went down 
with the firing of the two guns. The ambushed Indians set up a genera l 
war whoop, but as they si lenced the yelling one of them set up a howl 
for a ra l ly . This Bill and John understood to mean , getting them t o -
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ge the r for a c o u n c i l to p l an a c o n c e r t of a c t i o n in w a r r i n g on t h e m , 
^hey w a t c h e d and l i s t e n e d to s e e w h e r e th i s a s s e m b l a g e would t ake 
p l a c e , a s t h e y w i s h e d to be on hand and t a k e p a r t in t h e d e l i b e r a t i o n s . 
They w e r e s t e a l t h i l y fee l ing t h e i r way in the d i r e c t i o n of t he c a l l when 
it was r e p e a t e d s o m e d i s t a n c e up the r i v e r . T h i s t r i c k w a s too th in to 
catch s u c h b i r d s a s t hey , for t hey i n t e r p r e t e d t h i s s e c o n d c a l l to be 
mean t to d e c o y t h e m in to an a m b u s h se t for t h e m , a s t h e y knew the I n 
dians would e x p e c t t h e m to be c l o s e by whi le they w e r e in c o u n c i l , a s 
they had in the p r e v i o u s s k i r m i s h e s p r o v e d t h e m s e l v e s to be r a t h e r 
m e d d l e s o m e c h a r a c t e r s , and d i s p o s e d to put in w h e r e t h e y w e r e not 
invited o r w a n t e d . T h e y went in to a b r i e f c o u n c i l t h e m s e l v e s , Bi l l a s 
c h a i r m a n of the c o u n c i l . It was u n a n i m o u s l y a g r e e d not to fol low the 
route p l a n n e d for t h e m by the b r a w l i n g I n d i a n s , who by the t i m e B i l l 
and John h a d a d j o u r n e d t h e i r m e e t i n g , w a s c a l l i n g a t h i r d t i m e , s t i l l 
h igher up the r i v e r . 

The p r o g r a m B i l l and John h a d a g r e e d on w a s to m a k e a t u r n to the 
r igh t and ge t a h e a d of the I n d i a n s and t r a p t h e m . T h e y g a i n e d a po in t 
on the t r a c k r u n n i n g up the r i v e r abou t a m i l e , a s t h e y t h o u g h t , a b o v e 
the c a m p , and s e t t l e d t h e m s e l v e s in t he b e s t p l a c e t h e y cou ld find on 
the p a t h for t r a p p i n g an Ind i an should one p a s s . Not unt i l n e a r d a y b r e a k 
did they h e a r a n y t h i n g of the I n d i a n s . Some hal f a m i l e b e l o w t h e m t h e y 
h e a r d a s h r i l l w h i s t l e m a d e by b lowing in a c h a r g e r ; bu t t i m e w o r e on, 
day f a s t a p p r o a c h i n g and no I n d i a n s in s i g h t . T h e i r p o s i t i o n w a s too 
much e x p o s e d for d a y l i g h t , so t h e y m o v e d b a c k and up the r i v e r a s h o r t 
d i s t a n c e and found a p l a c e of c o n c e a l m e n t tha t s u i t e d t h e m for w a t c h i n g , 
defense or a t t a c k . H e r e , t h e y e s t a b l i s h e d t h e m s e l v e s to t a k e a s h o r t 
r e s t , a s d a y l i g h t w a s at h a n d . A f t e r b r e a k f a s t i n g on d r i e d m e a t and 
p a r c h e d c o r n , B i l l pu t J o h n on g u a r d and s t r e t c h e d h i m s e l f out for a n a p . 
The sun w a s s e v e r a l h o u r s h igh when. J o h n s a w a l a r g e p a r t y of I n d i a n s 
p a s s i n g down the r i v e r in a h u r r y , a l l we l l d a u b e d wi th w a r p a i n t . He 
punched up B i l l and p o i n t e d to t h e m , and a s k e d h i m if he shou ld s top one 
of t h e m . Bi l l fo r once though t p r u d e n c e the b e t t e r p a r t of v a l o r and f o r 
bade h i m . T h e y , o r r a t h e r B i l l , t hough t i t b e s t t o r e s t un t i l e v e n i n g 
before m i x i n g wi th t h e m , and o r d e r e d J o h n to t a k e a nap wh i l e he would 
wa tch . T h i n g s a l l went s m o o t h l y wi th t h e m t i l l p a s t t h e m i d d l e of t h e d a y , 
when Bi l l d i s c o v e r e d a b u n c h of I n d i a n s s t e a l t h i l y c r e e p i n g t h r o u g h the 
b u s h e s on t h e i r t r a i l . He at once awoke J o h n and to ld h i m to m a k e r e a d y 
for a b ig e v e n i n g ' s w o r k , J o h n was r e a d y in a few s e c o n d s and a s wi l l i ng 
a soul a s e v e r p u l l e d the t r i g g e r , B i l l not e x c e p t e d . T h e y took t h e i r 
pos i t ion and e a c h s e l e c t e d h i s m a r k and w a i t e d t i l l t h e I n d i a n s got in e a s y 
r ange of t h e i r g u n s . T h e n B i l l gave the w o r d two I n d i a n s wen t to the 
happy hun t i ng g r o u n d . The o t h e r I n d i a n s i n s t a n t l y t r e e d and f i r e d , bu t 
Bil l and J o h n , t h e m o m e n t t h e y f i r e d , c h a n g e d their p o s i t i o n and the I n 
d i a n s ' b a l l s wen t w h i z z i n g by t h r o u g h the b u s h e s w h e r e t h e y had been and 
did them no h a r m . T h e i r guns r e l o a d e d , they c r e p t b a c k unt i l they w e r e 
In a p o - i l i o n nut to be s e e n when they in the q u i c k e s t r u n they e v e r m a d e 
c i r c l e d a r o u n d and c a m e up in the" r e a r of the t r e e d I n d i a n s . One s h a r p -
eyed buck saw t h e m and r a i s e d the y e l l of a l a r m . T h e m o v e m e n t of the 
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Hard ins had b e e n so s e c r e t and quick t ha t the I n d i a n s m i s t o o k t h e m for 
n e w - c o m e r s , and th ink ing t h e m s e l v e s abou t to be b e t w e e n two f i r e s , 
r a i s e d the r e t r e a t i n g whoop and d a s h e d off to the left in a s g r e a t a h u r r y 
as if a l eg ion of d e v i l s had t u r n e d l o o s e on t h e m . Bil l and J o h n r a i s e d 
the Monongahe l a w a r whoop and d a s h e d a f t e r t h e m , but w e r e b r o u g h t to 
an ab rup t h a l t by b e i n g fired- upon by a l a r g e p a r t y of I n d i a n s c o m i n g up 
the r i v e r . T h e y s u p p o s e d t h e s e to be a p a r t of t he p a r t y t h e y had ju s t 
routed . The I n d i a n s had c o n c e a l e d t h e m s e l v e s a s soon a s t hey f i red 
the i r guns and w e r e , t hey knew, r e l o a d i n g , and if t h e y (Bi l l a n d ' J o h n ) 
s tayed in s i g h t t hey w e r e l i a b l e to be sho t wi th in the n e x t few m i n u t e s . 
The Ind ians that had ju s t b r o k e n , h e a r i n g the f i r i n g , r a l l i e d a n d w e r e 
coming , whoop ing b a c k . Noth ing but the q u i c k e s t and m o s t sk i l l fu l m o v e - , 
m e n t s could s a v e t h e two H a r d i n s now. B i l l led the w a y , d a s h i n g b a c k in 
the d i r e c t i o n of the old h id ing p l a c e . T h e y w e r e soon f r o m b e t w e e n the 
two p a r t i e s , but had the whole p a c k howl ing a f t e r t h e m . T h e i r g r e a t s p e e d 
and e n d u r a n c e e n a b l e d t h e m soon to be out of s i g h t . They d o u b l e d b a c k to 
the i r r i g h t and p a s s e d t h e ye l l i ng c r e w , w h e e l e d a g a i n to t h e i r r i g h t and 
got on. the t r a i l and i n r e a r of the I n d i a n s , T h i s was one of t h e old h u n t e r ' s 
f avor i t e t a c t i c s . T h e y soon c a m e up with t h e I n d i a n s and pu t in two t e l l i n g 
shots on t h e m . T h i s a g a i n confused the I n d i a n s and t h e y b r o k e r i g h t and 
left, not b e i n g ab l e to a c c o u n t for the f i r i n g in the r e a r . T h e H a r d i n s 
see ing the a d v a n t a g e t h e y had g a i n e d , if t h e y could u s e i t , q u i c k l y f lanked 
to the lef t , l oad ing t h e i r g u n s a s t h e y r a n . T h e y w e r e l o a d e d and on the 
s c a t t e r e d I n d i a n s in one m i n u t e f r o m t h e i r d i s p e r s a l . T h e y f i r e d on 
t h e m , cu t t i ng down one and c r i p p l i n g a n o t h e r . T h i s f i r e s e n t t h i s squad 
yel l ing b a c k a c r o s s t he t r a i l of the p a r t y on the r i g h t o r l o w e r s i de of i t . 
The I n d i a n s , b e i n g a g a i n un i t ed , t r i e d a new m o v e . T h e y s p r e a d out 
l ike a fan in s q u a d s of two for a s t i l l h u n t . B i l l and J o h n w e r e not to be 
caught n a p p i n g , for a s soon a s t h e y found out t ha t the I n d i a n s did not a d 
vance and a l l g r e w s t i l l , t h e y s aw t h r o u g h the p l a n and p r e p a r e d to t u r n 
it to t h e i r own a d v a n t a g e . T h e y s l i p p e d off to t h e i r left f a r e n o u g h to l e t 
the sku lk ing p a r t i e s p a s s t h e m . T h e y got a p o s i t i o n t h a t e n a b l e d t h e m to 
see a good d i s t a n c e arid c o n c e a l e d t h e m s e l v e s and kep t a s h a r p l o o k o u t . 
They soon s a w s e v e r a l d u s k y f o r m s g l ide a c r o s s the open s p a c e , m o v i n g 
v e r y c a u t i o u s l y . When they w e r e s a t i s f i e d a l l had p a s s e d , t h e y s l i p p e d 
off for the n e a r e s t p a i r of t h e m . Af te r s o m e t i m e s l i p p i n g t h r o u g h the 
t r e e s and b u s h e s t h e y sp i ed one dodg ing t h r o u g h an o p e n s p a c e . T h e y 
c o m m e n c e d c r e e p i n g up on h i m , hop ing to r e a c h and c u t h i m down with 
the i r h a t c h e t s and no t a l a r m the o t h e r s . As the I n d i a n s m o v e d , t h e y 
moved. On t h e y c r e p t for s o m e t i m e t i l l t h e y w e r e not o v e r f o r t y y a r d s 
a p a r t , when a d e e r j u m p e d up n e a r t h e m and went c r a s h i n g t h r o u g h the 
b r u s h in the d i r e c t i o n of the I n d i a n s . T h e I n d i a n s ' a t t e n t i o n b e i n g t u r n e d 
that way, t h e y s aw B i l l and J o h n and f i r e d on t h e m in a n i n s t a n t , j u s t 
g r a z i n g B i l l ' s s h o u l d e r . T h i s w a s h i s l a s t s h o t , for J o h n f i r e d on h i m 
in tu rn and s e t t l e d h i m f o r e v e r . T h e s e s h o t s b r o k e up the s t i l l hunt 
and the I n d i a n s c o m m e n c e d y e l l i n g t h e i r r a l l y i n g c a l l s l i ke a p a c k of 
wo lves . B i l l l i s t e n e d for a m o m e n t and s a w tha t t hey would s o o n be 
enve loped b y the I n d i a n s u n l e s s they m a d e a d o u b l e - q u i c k m o v e . He 
and John p u s h e d up the r i v e r for a m i l e o r m o r e and t h e n t u r n e d to the 
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left, a iming to s t r ike the Indian t r a i l running up the s a m e . They found 
it, and after following it for some dis tance they s t ruck a densely wooded 
bottom that afforded all the concealment they wished. The day was now 
far spent, and he re they would lay in ambush and see what was passing 
that way. The t r a i l had the appearance of being much used that day. 
Soon they h e a r d a pa r ty pass ing down, on the other side of the r iver . Late 
in the af ternoon, a pa r ty of ten passed them going up. It was a bitter 
pill to t hem to let those r e d s pass without stopping some of them; but 
their number and the c i r c u m s t a n c e s surrounding them, they had to 
swallow the pi l l , bad as it was to them. Night coming on, they thought 
it best to follow up the t r a i l a few hours and see what was above them. 
Acting on this idea, they as soon as it was dark , took the t ra i l and fol
lowed it until midmight before they made any new d i scover i e s . In the 
bend of the r i v e r they came upon a large encampment they thought several 
hundred. They had a number of h o r s e s co r ra l l ed in the camp. This some
what as tonished them and they wished very much to solve the mystery , 
T h e i r i m p r e s s i o n v/as that this l a rge v/ar pa r ty was on i ts way to Kentucky 
for the pu rpose of at tacking the se t t l emen t s . They thought it their duty, 
if poss ib le , to see what they were for , and if the i r purpose was to str ike 
Kentucky they would be in ahead cf them and give notice of their coming. 
These Indians had been called out to meet Clark and. had not heard of his 
fai lure; were s t i l l in the camps on the different r i v e r s where they could 
best support t h e m s e l v e s , Fo r the purpose of seeing about these Indians 
the Hardins de te rmined to lay by far a day or two in some safe place 
where they could watch the i r movemen t s . 

NUMBER VI 

They spent the night prowling around the camp, but could not satisfy them 
selves as to the meaning of this a s semblage of so many w a r r i o r s , all in 
their war r i g and paint . That they meant war was c lear to be seen. The 
absence of the squaws and. ch i ldren , coupled with their outfit, assured 
them that they meant mischief , but where they would str ike was the 
p rob lem. As I have said before , they- were de termined to solve the 
riddle if p o s s i b l e . As daylight was close they cas t about for some safe 
r e t r ea t for the day where they could watch the movement of the Indians 
during the day. They established, themse lves about a half mile from the 
camp in a clump of t r e e s and bushes as daylight was appearing. The In
dian, when apprehending no danger , is a lazy, late s leeper , generally his 
nap las t ing until the sun is s e v e r a l hours high. This morning the. camp 
was a s t i r with the sun, full of noise and bus t le . P a r t i e s were pushing 
off down the r i v e r and to the r ight and left of It for severa l hours in an 
excited h u r r y , but no appearance of breaking up camp. Bill and John 
knew what al l this mean t . The Indians had hea rd nf thei r exploits and 
these war p a r t i e s were being sent out in pursui t of themse lves . They 
enjoyed this very much , seeing the Indians sett ing thei r faces in every 
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direction but the r ight one to find them. They very much wished to 
have a hand in the hunt, as the opportunity to ambush and shoot Indians 
was all they could ask . But to watch must be their business of the day. 
By nine or ten. o 'clock in the day, the bust le in the camp ceased and the 
greater por t ions of the tenants of the camp gone. All was quiet till late 
in the evening, when the pa r t i e s began re turning. The noise and bustle 
of the camp gradual ly swelled till dark . Bill and John came out of their 
hkiing p laces and crept up near the camp. The Indians were in a regular 
pow-wow seemed to be telling each other the par t i cu la rs of their days ' 
hunt. A look and a i r of disappointment pervaded the whole camp. P a r t i e s 
still came in till late in the night, when a rallying yell was ra ised near 
the center of the camp, a rush was made to the pr incipal fire and soon a 
large c i r c l e was formed around i t . Bill and John edged up as close as 
was safe to see all they could; hear ing would do them no good, as they 
could not unders tand one word of the Indian lingo. A big fellow led off 
In a loud and excited harangue. His zeal and excitement seemed con
tagious, for soon the whole m a s s of red devils v/ere cheering, yelling 
and bouncing up and down, brandishing their a rms in the air as though 
they were in the midst of a furious bat t le . Seeing all th is , the blood 
began to boil in the veins of the Hard ins , and like Vesuvius, overcharged 
with gas , m a s t blow off, John told .'3111. that ho could not stand it any 
longer, shoot he mus t . B i l l amended John 's notion by not only giving 
them a shot, but taking the night with them. So telling John to keep at 
his hee l s , they fell back to a place that suited thern and fired into the 
mass of dancing Indians. At the flash of the guns, the Indians were rent 
as sunder as if a thunder bolt had fallen among them. Captain Bill often 
said that in all his Indian adventures , he never heard such unearthly yells 
as they set up. What damage they did they never knew, for in a moment 
the whole body of Indians came like a tornado to the spot where they had 
fired f rom. But Bill and John were not there . Bill led off obliquely to 
the left far enough to let the reds p a s s , and then ran jn on the r iver just 
below the camp . The Indians, thinking them in front, pushed on to the 
woods, spreading out as they went like a swarm of bees , while Bill and 
John were quietly sit t ing on the bank of the r iver loading their guns and 
enjoying hugely the use le s s hunt through the bushes by the Indians. 

The howling pack spread away soon for a mile around. Bill and John 
thought now a good t ime to change their base , crept, up near the camp 
and saw that but few Indians remained in it and they were flitting about 
like ghos ts . Soon the Indians began re turning, but were not at all at 
res t . The f i res were all put out and no noisy group got together. The 
shooting of the o ra to r and the firing into them here made them feel that 
there was danger in the midst of the s t rongest camp. After watching 
them for a t i m e , Bill and John c rossed the r iver and watched them til l 
near day. The camp seemed to have r e - a s semb led , but no f ires were 
kindled, no noisy uproar was hea rd . They could see gl impses of the 
Indians pass ing frequently to and fro in a stealthy manner . They went 
up the r i v e r s e v e r a l m i l e s , and as day appraoched went into quar te rs in 
thickets . During the day, they never saw an Indian, but heard them most 
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of the day on the other side of the r i v e r . When night c ame on, they went 
back down the r i ve r to the camp. They found the Indians t h e r e , but 
evidently well on guard . No l ights in the camp, no noise or c rowding 
together. They saw no signs of moving. After watching awhi le , and 
seeing no opening for them to c r e e p up to the camp, they s t r u c k out up 
the r iver and t r amped the r e s t of the night without seeing any s igns of 
Indians. At daylight they lay .by to r e s t and watch on the Indian t r a i l up 
the r ive r . During the day they f requent ly saw p a r t i e s p a s s i n g and r e 
passing along the t r a i l ; all s eemed excited and in h a s t e . At n ight , being 
well res ted , they r e sumed the t r a i l and followed it to a late hour of the 
night, when they came on a camp on a smal l c reek not far f r o m i t s junct ion 
with the main s t r e a m . They c r e p t up to the sleeping b r a v e s and found but 
four, and they all sound a s l eep , showing that they apprehended no danger 
Bill and John could not let this opportuni ty to draw Indian blood p a s s . 
They held a whispered consul ta t ion and de te rmined to a t t ack t h e m with 
their tomahawks. Drawing them, they made a dash at the s l e e p e r s . 
John was a l i t t le in the lead when they reached the Indians and was in the 
act of s t r iking one when Bi l l , who was a few feet behind, t r i p p e d h i s foot 
on a grub and rjitched his full length of s ix feet four inches on top of John , 
mashing him down on the Indian he was at tempting to ki l l . Bi l l r o l l ed 
over John and fell square in be tween tv/o of the Ind ians , who w e r e in the 
act of r i s ing , p a n i c - s t r i c k e n out of their wits at the sudden t umb le into 
their bed by Bill with his two hundred and forty pounds of I n d i a n - h a t i n g 
c a r c a s s . Bi l l in his fall had not only d i s a rmed John by knocking h i s h a t 
chet out of his hand, but had lost h i s own. His hand came in con tac t with 
one of the Ind ian ' s scalp locks , which he grasped and c a r r i e d h im down 
with himself. The other Indians and John got on the i r feet about the s a m e 
t ime. The Indians as soon as up b roke to the woods, John af ter t h e m , 
but soon in the da rkness made good their escape f rom h i m . B i l l and h i s 
Indian took a few ro l l s on the ground,. Bill st i l l holding to his top-kno t 
with one hand and trying to d raw his huge knife with the o the r . The Indian 
in the scuffle got on his a l l fours and was r e a r i n g , plunging and bel lowing 
like a chained, mad bull . He did not know, in the d a r k n e s s , w h e t h e r it-
was man or devil that had hold of h i m . He was a l a r g e , s tout fel low and 
his t e r r o r gave him scrength to d r a g Bill around, big as he w a s , at such 
a ra te that Bill could not gain his feet or unsheath h is kn:fe. B i l l , see ing 
John and the Indians all gone, commenced roa r ing h imse l f to ca l l John 
back. This made the Indian pe r f ec t ly f rant ic . B i l l ' s voice was in p r o 
portion to his g rea t s ize and s t r eng th , and when he se t up a yel l he could 
be heard by al l his ne ighbors for a mi le around h im. Bil l said the Ind i an ' s 
struggles were such after he cal led that he often lifted h im n e a r l y c l e a r of 
the ground. He seemed to have the s t rength of a buffalo. No N e g r o dancing 
a jig ever got around f a s t e r . At l a s t Bill said he felt the h a i r beg in to t e a r 
loose from his sca lp , and as the Indian made one of his b igges t l u n g e s , the 
whole of his geasy and much p r i z e d o rnament to re out by the r o o t s , le t t ing 
him loose. With a deafening yell , he plunged off into the woods , l eav ing 
Bill with the lock of hair as his t rophy . 

This adventure was a never - fa i l ing source of m e r r i m e n t among the old m e n . 
They liked to te l l it and hea r it told. "By the t ime Bi l l got on h i s feet again , ' 
the Indian was out of sight; his plunging through the woods was a l l Bi l l h e a r d 
of him, and soon this faded away. 
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Bill 's call brought John back, and they gathered up the Indian a r m s and 
broke them to p i eces ; hunted up their ha tche ts , found a few pieces of d r i ed 
meat and pushed off up the country on the old t r a i l . They mus t put some 
eight or ten m i l e s between them and the camp by daylight . They knew 
that the Indians they had so rudely waked up would a l a r m all the o the r s 
in the neighborhood and a lively hunt would be made t o m o r r o w in a few 
miles of the camp. At dawn they s t ruck a place that p leased them and 
camped lor the day. The day passed as the day before ; pa r t i e s pa s sed 
each way. They had now idled all the l ime they could s p a r e and must 
push on to the place of rendezvous , as they knew that the other pa r t i e s 
must be t h e r e , or near ly so, by this t i m e . They thought themse lves now 
not far from It. Theyr knew by the s ize of the s t r e a m s and the lay of the 
country that they were approaching the source of the Miami or Scioto, 
The t r a i l they had been following they were certain, led over the dividing 
ridge to the head wate rs of the Sandusky River . To follow this was the i r 
plan, and they pushed forward as izis'i ay possible as soon as night set 
in. They passed the night without seeing any Indians ti l l nea r daylight, 
when they suddenly came on a pa r ty ox twenty or m o r e who had just 
aroused up from the i r night 's sleeping ami were rekindl ing the i r camp 
fires and cooking their morning mea l , They were d i scovered by the I n 
dians about the same t ime they saw the cam.p. The Indians were uncer ta in 
who they were and hailed them in Indian lingo. They did not unders tand 
the hai l and made no at tempt to, John as usual loot a l l d i s c r e t i on and 
answered them with his r i f le , sending one of his ba l l s c r a s h i n g through 
the body of one of the b r a v e s . A yell of s u r p r i s e and. r age b u r s t from 
the camp and each Indian sc rambled for his a r m s . Bill r e s e r v e d his 
fire and pulled John back to cover behind some t r e e s . As soon as John 
reloaded his gun, Bill was ready for one o£ his artful m o v e s , The In
dians had sca t t e red right and left of them and were forming a half c i r c l e 
around them, re lying on the camp f i res to close up the front . Bill knew 
there was no t ime to lose , told John to follow- and keep by h im, dashed 
forward and passed the camp f i rea; they c lea red the l ights of the f i re b e 
fore the Indians knew they were moving. They pas sed the camp some 
fifty ya rds and t r i ed to watch a chance to make a good shot. The Indians 
were so sure they had them in their c i r c l e that they lay s t i l l , waiting for 
daylight or for them to show t h e m s e l v e s . Ttius, both p a r t i e s waited and 
watched ti l l the light of day. The Hardins knew that the Indians would 
skulk towards the camp as the light grew s t ronge r , and kept their eyes 
and ea r s well open. It was near sun up when the Indians began showing 
themse lves . One's lace came in sight of B i l l ' s sharp eye peer ing through 
the bushes . Bill told John to hold his f i re till he o r d e r e d him to shoot, 
then put one of his ounce balls through the Indian 's head. The r epo r t of 
Bill 's big gun broke the morn ing ' s s i lence for mi les around. The Indians 
broke cover and dashed forward , uttering the most demoniaca l yel ls ever 
heard. Bill and John were now in for a day 's sk i rmi sh , with fearful odds 
against them. They dashed off into the woods, looking for a place they 
could successful ly ambush the Indians . The loud r o a r of B i l l ' s big gun 
had reached the e a r s of o thers than the Indians, who w e r e , if poss ib le , 
as much excited over it as the Indians. A long d ig re s s ion here is n e c e s 
sary to follow brief ly the other two p a r t i e s , viz . , Jack Hardin and .Shively 
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up the Scioto, and Robertson and Mark Hardin up the Big Miami. After 
the separat ion of the th ree pa r t i e s on the Lit t le Miami , each of the two 
parties cautiously pushed their way to the r i v e r s they wished to ascend 
and each reached the i r point without d i scove ry . They each took the In
dian road, or t r a i l , as the old hunters called i t , leading up the r ivers 
and followed them so skillfully that only once were they discovered, then 
only by one Indian, and he was si lenced forever by Mark Hardin. High 
up on the Miami River , they found numerous c a m p s . Found camps on 
each of the r i v e r s , but found no signs of the p r i s o n e r s they sought, nor 
did they see a single squaw or child. This perplexed them as much as 
it did Bill and John. They saw that the Indians were in their war r ig, 
but did not know why. And again they were constant ly seeing par t ies and 
trai ls pushing and pointing towards the Litt le Miami . This was owing to 
the Hubbub that Bill and John had r a i s e d on their line of march . The news 
of Bill 's and John 's devi l t ry had spread far and wide through the Indian 
tr ibes on all the r i v e r s . Runners had c r o s s e d the. divide, between the head 
waters of the Miamis , Scioto and Sandusky R i v e r s , War par t ies were 
pushed forward even from the lakes under the belief that the threatened 
invasion of Gen. Clark was on them. 

The p r i s o n e r s in the i r hands said the g rea t e s t a l a r m pervaded and hun
dreds of the i r w a r r i o r s poured up the Sandusky and over the divide and 
down the Miami . The two p a r t i e s , Jack Hardin and Shively from the 
Scioto, and Rober t son and Mark Hardin from the Big Miami, had each 
reached the source of the r i ve r they had ascended. They each took the 
direction agreed upon when they sepa ra ted on the Li t t le Miami, one 
party turning to the r ight , the other to the left; each sought the main t ra i l 
leading over the r idge to the head water of the Sandusky River . This was 
the t ra i l that Bill and John were to be looked for on. They had each found 
this t r a i l and for tunately got together two days before Bill and John came 
in hearing. They had carefully concealed themse lves in a position they 
could watch the t r a i l and see all that p a s s e d . The intimation they had of 
the approach of Bil l and John v/as the heavy r o a r of B i l l ' s big gun. They 
all knew the tone of i t , for they had hea rd it on many occasions in the hills 
of Monongahela, on the battlefield of the Continental war . Bill and his big 
gun had been pa r t of Morgan ' s famous Virginia Rifles down to the capture 
of Burgoyne at Sara toga . They had al l been with h i m . The moment the 
sound reached them every man leaped to his feet with the shout, "There 
is Bill 's big gun 1 " Soon they dist inguished the r epor t of severa l smaller 
guns, and again Bi l l ' s gun thundered a f resh , and in a flash the four men 
darted with the speed of the wind for the scene of ac t ion. Soon they heard 
other r epo r t s of guns and the howling war whoop of Indians. Again Bil l ' s 
big gun bent forth i t s r o a r of death, for r a r e l y did his gun belch forth i t s 
heavy r epo r t but a foe fel l . They were now near ing the combatants and 
could begin hearing dis t inct ly the yells of the furious w a r r i o r s . Mark 
Hardin could no longer r e s t r a i n himself . He r a i s e d the yell, a peculiar 
yell known to them all as the Monongahela howl, which was answered by 
Bill in a tone not infer ior to his big gun. The yell was repeated by all four 
of the advancing pa r ty , This yelling the Indians hea rd as well as Bill and 
John. They at once called off and concent ra ted . Bill and John followed 
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them up, Bill call ing the four to follow them; soon they were up, when 
Bill took command and employed them as s k i r m i s h e r s , dashed forward 
to the at tack. As they rushed forward, the Indfans fired a volley on 
them, Bill was slightly wounded in the b reas t and Shively v/as shot 
through the left shoulder , ent irely disabling him. Bill ordered him to 
keep in the r e a r , as the other five were too busy just then to give him 
any a s s i s t ance . On went the affair from t ree to t r ee , all the par t ies 
constantly changing posi t ions . Soon they had swung clear around, the 
Indians on the ground the whites had occupies f i rs t . Here the-Indians 
found the b rave Shively, who had grown too weak and faint from loss of 
blood to follow his pa r ty . With loud yells they rushed upon him and 
carr ied h im off. The pa r t i cu l a r s of his capture were never known. The 
others hea rd the yells of rejoicing among the Indians but saw nothing of 
it. They m i s s e d Shively and guessed too well the fate that befell the un
fortunate man . They rushed in the direct ion of the noise, but found they 
were reced ing . Stopping a moment to look for some signs of the miss ing 
man, they d i scovered some blood on a , t ra i l leading off in the direction 
of the r e t r e a t i n g par ty of Indians. Supposing this to be Shively's blood, 
they took the t r a i l in hot pursu i t . After following it a short d is tance, 
it separated from the main t r a i l , bear ing off to the r ight . The signs 
showed that t he re were severa l with the wounded man. On they pushed, 
sure of soon overtaking their unfortunate companion, but after a cha.se 
of severa l mi les they came up with the par ty and co their great mort i f i 
cation found that they had been wasting presc ious t ime in following a 
wounded Indian, The Indian had received a shot in the skirmish that 
broke one of his l egs , and two others were helping him away to safety. 
The sound Indians saw their p u r s u e r s and abandoned the cripple in t ime 
to save the i r sk ins . Bill was in a towering rage , all the fury of his f iery 
nature was in full b l a s t . The long fight he had been engaged in, the wound 
he had rece ived , the loss of his old comrade in many a hard fight with 
Bri t ish and Indians made him utterly^ furious. Finding the crippled Indian 
hid in the bushes , he at one blow of his ax split his head to his shoulders . 
Wheeling to his companions with his bloody ax whirling over his head, in 
a voice of thunder he r o a r e d , "Back to the true t r a i l I" and off he went at 
a pace that kept the r e s t of them in a br i sk run. to keep up with him. On 
he went, s t r id ing over every obstacle till he struck the t ra i l of the main 
body of Indians . Taking it without a word, he broke into his famous In
dian lope. This put all the pa r ty but Little John to their best run. Soon 
the slowest of the pa r ty were left behind, but on went Bill and John till 
they had the h indmost ones out of sight. Bill must be stopped, but who 
could do i t ? Mark Hardin undertook the task, and putting himself to the 
top of his speed overtook him after a run of a mi le , hailed him to stop 
till the o thers got up. At f i r s t Bill paid no attention to him, but strode 
on as though he did not hear h im. Mark hung to him and got up by his 
side, caught him by the a r m and posit ively ordered him co halt. Bill to 
be ordered by any m a n ? Never . His fury rekincded. He was gross ly 
insulted, and that , too, by his own kinsman. Halting with his bloody ax 
in hand, he was in the act of knocking Mark off the war path forever , when 
Mark sprang out of the way. John put in a word and the Captain paused a 
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mement to take in the situation, when he cooled down enough to conde
scend to ask what Mark wanted. Hearing how mat te r s stood, and seeing 
the others coming up, broken down and out of breath, he with a look of 
scorn and contempt surveyed them panting like a pack of t ired hounds, 
as they gathered around him. After looking at them a few moments he 
quietly said: Well! I thought I had men following me , but as I have nothing 
but a pack of shor t -winded ' lubbers , I shall have to be more s low." Soon 
he recovered himself and apologized to them for his language and rash 
behavior . A brief council was held and all agreed that to find and rescue 
Shively was the i r f i rs t duty on hands. Where to look for him was the 
problem. The t ime they had lost in trail ing the cripped Indian and the 
rash , wild run Bill had made had thrown them in confusion and at fault. 
The Indians had c leared out and the woods were as still as If no skirmish 
had ever taken p lace . Their first search was for some t race of their 
wounded companion. A part of them went back to the place where they had 
las t seen Shively., while the res t searched the woods. Several hours were 
thus lost. All this t ime , the Indians were making off towards the camps 
on the Sandusky River with the unfortunate man. When the par ty reassembled 
they had found nothing pointing better towards the route taken by the Indians 
than the main trai l leading down the Sandusky.River. They took this and 
followed it till night without coming up with the Indians. They learned af ter -
wards from M r s . Hardin and Mrs . Robertson that the Indians had suffered 
sever ly in the fight with the Hardins, and when they found Shively wounded 
they made off with him as fast; as possible . They were now doubly anxious 
to get away. F i r s t they were tired of the fight, and second they wanted to 
get away with their captive to wreck vengeance on him by burning him at 
the stake. During the night, they fell in with a party of mounted Indians and 
lashed Shively on one of. their ho r ses . The help of the horse enabled them 
to move with him with such rapidity that the pursuing party never overtook 
them. The Hardins followed the t ra i l all night and at daylight next morning 
they saw that it was hopeless to follow the Indians with the expectation of 
rescuing the i r friend; for they found the t ra i l well marked with horse t racks 
and a number of fresh, moccasin t racks , all pointing down tosvard the lake. 
The country was s t range to them. None of them had ever seen the Sandusky 
River before. They had no idea where the Indian, towns or camps were 
located and were liable at any time to walk into some of them and be en
tangled in some difficulties they might not get out of easi ly. A council was 
held and agreed that they follow down the r iver as far as possible something 
might be gained. At all events, they would learn something of the r iver and 
Indian towns that might be of some use to them in the future. 

NUMBER VII 

I will now re la te the sad fate of Shively as I have heard it related by my 
Grandmother Hardin. You will r emember that Shively's misfortunes be
gan on the fatal 20th of March, 1780,- when his wife and two children were 
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m a s s a c r e d with o thers on that day. Shively was only re la ted by m a r r i a g e . 
His wife was a Harding, a cousin to my Grandmother Hardin and my 
mothe r ' s fa ther , Thomas Harding. I have not told you, I be l ieve , that 
my mother and father were f i rs t cous ins , but that is a smal l m a t t e r c o m 
pared with Shively's t roubles , Grandmother Hardin and M r s . Rober tson 
were at one of the pr incipal Sandusky towns on the r i v e r , they thought 
about twenty mi l e s from the lake. The Sandusky River had a number of 
towns and camps on it . Which of these towns they were at I am not able 
to s tate, as the old people r a r e l y ever spoke of thern other than as San
dusky towns, or one of the towns. The f i r s t int imation g randmother had 
of the approach of Shively was a hideous yelling up the r i v e r by a l a rge 
par ty of Indians about sunr i se . This proved to be two days after Shively's 
capture . The yells roused the Indians in the towns. Answer ing yells 
went up.meeting those coming down. The population turned out enmasse 
and all went scamper ing off up the r i v e r , howling and yelling like so many 
demons. Soon the roar ing pack earn* back with Shively tied naked and 
fainting ac ros s a h o r s e , the Indians offering him every indignity, p a r t i c u 
la r ly the squaws and chi ldren. They marched him around through the 
town for some t ime , yelling and exulting as though they es t eemed him a 
great p r i z e . Final ly they took him to thei r council house and cut him 
loose from the h o r s e . A council was called and a genera l pow-wow began. 
Soon the fate of the b rave , high-toned Shively was made known, by a hideous 
old hag running to him with a gourd filled with pounded fire coals and b e a r ' s 
grease and smear ing it over him with, her hands, blacking him as the f i r s t 
p repara t ion for burning at the s take . Next, they dragged the unfortunate 
man to the place selected on the bank of the Sandusky River and tied him 
to the stump of a sapling they had cut the top off of lor the occas ion . A 
grand war dance now began around him. None but the b raves were allowed 
to par t ic ipate in i t . The squaws and p r i s o n e r s were o rde red to c a r r y dry 
wood and b rush to form a ring around Shively about ten. feet in c i r cumfe rence 
Often, often have I heard Grandmother re la te the t e r r i b l e suffering of 
Shively and of her feelings when witnessing it , with t e a r s s t r e a m i n g over 
her face. She compelled at the p e r i l of he r life and the l ives of her two 
children to pack wood to tor ture to death the husband of her cousin, the 
friend and playmate of her youth. And m o r e than all to add to he r agony 
Shively managed word at a t ime as she brought her loads of wood, to tel l 
her that he was suffering for her and o t h e r s . That he had been with, her 
husband in his vain effort to find and r e scue her . He dropped the names 
of all the pa r ty one at a t ime to her and M r s , Robertson and where they 
were . He made them understand without the notice of the Indians that 
the re was being made a de termined effort to rel ieve them and told them 
to watch for the signal . As long as he was able to speak, he never lost 
an opportunity to drop a word in the i r ear to encourage and cheer them 
up. He never once complained of his own fate. His wound was one that 
would have proved fatal , 

Grandmother desc r ibed it thus: The ball s t ruck about half way between 
the shoulder and neck on the left side,•• breaking the col lar bone, passed 
through and out of his back; his shoulder was t e r r ib ly swollen. He was 
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so far exhausted that the Indians had to lash him to the s take to hold h im 
up. By the t ime wood sufficient was collected to form the d e s i r e d r i ng , 
the yelling dance r s had pret ty well exhausted themse lves . A g rand and 
imposing ceremony was gone through with by the chiefs or head m e n in 
applying the f i r e . This was kindled at the four cardinal points as n e a r 
as they could guess , by four of the oldest w a r r i o r s . The squaws and 
children were let loose as ' soon as the f i res were burning and a l lowed 
to amuse themse lves by throwing bunches of d ry g r a s s and leaves blazing 
on him and thrus t ing burning s t icks in his f lesh. The dance was begun 
anew as the fire blazed up, and was kept up till the wood had b u r n e d to 
chunks and coa l s . Shively was yet a l ive, his flesh roa s t ed , his mind had 
given way and he was raving like a maniac . His eyes were bl inded by 
the heat . The Indians heaped the burning chunks and coals a round h im 
and soon he sank to suffer no m o r e . When Shively was dead, the Indians 
c leared away the f i re , leaving the char red r ema ins hanging to the s t a k e . 
They then called up their boys and allowed them to amuse t h e m s e l v e s 
by throwing thei r hatchets and shooting a r rows at the body t i l l i t was 
l i te ra l ly cut to p i eces . Then they cut the rawhide thongs that bound h im 
to the stake and tied a rope around his neck, dragged the body a round 
and through the town, inflicting every imaginable indignity on it . After 
exhausting thei r stock of insul ts they dragged the body off to the s w a m p s 
and left it for the wolves to devour . All this hor r id and s ickening scene 
the captive women were forced to witness and par t ic ipa te in by be ing 
forced to c a r r y the wood that built the f i re . 

I have re la ted the above t radi t ion, hor r id as it was , not that I l ike t o te l l 
such appalling th ings , but that my family and kindred may know the g rea t 
cause for the deadly hat red the m e n of the family of that day had t o w a r d s 
the Indians and why they r e l en t l e s s ly hunted and shot them down. It has 
been said by men that never heard the war whoop of an Indian, the howl 
of a wolf, or saw a hunter ' s camp f i re ; men that would quake and t u r n 
pale at the s c r e e c h of an owl; men that never had the courage to s l eep 
out of call of thei r m o t h e r s , that the Hardin race were i n c a r n a t e f i ends , 
devils let loose on the world to r eve l in blood; that they r e l e n t l e s s l y 
hunted and slew the Indians only to gratify their th i r s t for shedding blood. 
These s l a n d e r e r s of the old men ei ther did not know the r e a s o n of the w a r 
fare or were incapable of doing just ice to brave men. I am c e r t a i n that 
a man capable of uttering the above never would r isk his velvety sk in in 
a rat den to r e scue a wife, much less in the hea r t of a powerful Indian 
t r ibe . 

I have said in fo rmer pages that the q u a r r e l of one was the q u a r r e l of a l l . 
The m a s s a c r e of the 20th of March , 1780, the retention and c r u e l t i e s i n 
flicted on the women and chi ldren of the family had a l ready r a i s e d the 
ha t red to a boiling heat . But now the death of Shively I The p a r t i c u l a r s 
they learned soon after their r e tu rn to the Fal l s from a man that was a 
p r i s o n e r at the t ime , but made his escape soon after the o c c u r r a n c e and 
found his way to the Fa l l s and told the s tory of Shively's death and suffer
ings and the d i s t r e s s of M r s , Hardin and o thers . This m a n ' s n a r r a t i v e 
aroused the boiling caldron to i ts overflowing, all of which I will t e l l in 
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its p roper p lace , as a number of the family had come down and were 
at the Fa l l s when the par ty r e tu rned . Every man of the new-comers 
made common cause with the f i r s t - c o m e r s , and all combined made a 
phalanx of the most dangerous men (as far as Indians were concerned) 
that ever stood on the banks of the Ohio. I knew nea r ly all of them and 
will name them in proper , o rder after awhile. 

I must now go back and follow the five r eck l e s s adven tu re r s on their 
daring and dangerous m a r c h down the Sandusky to Lake Er ie and around 
the head wa te r s of the Wabash, through the Indians to the Fa l l s . 

I left them on the upper port ion of the Sandusky hope le s s of reaching and 
rescuing Shively. All hope of concealment was now gone. The Indians 
were notified of the i r being in the country and would be on the a le r t . A 
new plan was formed; Instead of skulking and dodging as Jack and Robert
son had done up the two r i v e r s , they would all st ick together , .make an 
aggressive war on the f i rs t Indians or camps they found, s t i r up a general 
row for a few days on the upper pa r t of the r ive r or anywhere they could 
on it, draw the Indians from below as high up as possible - , then flank them 
by making a ha rd night ' s t r ave l , get below thern, and while the Indians 
were hunting for them on the upper r i ve r they would be hunting for the 
captives on the lower por t ions of i t . They at once se t out on the old 
t ra i l , running down the r i v e r , seeking game to begin with. All the signs 
they saw were f resh and pointing down the r i v e r . The Indians on this 
t ra i l had all joined the pa r ty that had Shively, and had gone down with 
them to enjoy the burning. In the evening, they came upon a camp of 
thirty or forty lodged in the bend of the r i v e r . They stealthily examined 
it and found that a l l the occupants t he r e were in i t were squaws, children 
and a few old, decrep i t men . Nothing could have suited them bet ter . 
This camp they could annihilate without much t rouble or danger. They 
rested till da rk , went Into the camp, set up a t r emendous yelling and 
knocking things about, set f i re to the wigwams, chased squaws and 
children off down the r i ve r to te l l the news to the camps below, They 
found a quantity of p rov i s ions and sk ins , all of which they threw into 
the burning hu ts , except such as they needed. They had, they knew, 
done enough to put the ball in motion. The next move was to seem to r e 
treat up the r i v e r , let the Indians think they were In c lose pursuit of them 
towards the head of the Miami , then b r eak for below. They concluded to 
spend the night in sight of the burned camp watching by for the Indians. 
Early next morning a smal l p a r t y came In sight f rom below, skulking 
and peeping around very caut iously . After dodging and squatting from 
one hiding place to another for an hour or m o r e , they ventured up to the 
burned camp , fully exposing themse lves to be shot by the par ty in a m 
bush. Indian Bi l l , as usual , a s sumed command. He ordered the other 
four to r e s e r v e the i r f ire for c lose r r ange , as the dis tance was too great 
for any of the i r r i f les but h i s . He would send them one of his peace offer
ings from his big gun by way of a hint that he was about and wished to form 
a close acquaintance with them. His o r d e r s were that as soon as he fired 
the par ty should b reak from the i r p lace of concealment , charge home 
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on them, but they must let one or two escape to tell the news of the a t 
tack to the Indians below, as they wanted to send the most exciting news 
possible down the r ive r . All ar ranged to Bill 's satisfaction, he let off 
his big gun at one of the Indians. But to his great astonishment and cha
grin no Indian fell , a thing that r a r e ly ever happened when he had a c lear 
shot. At the loud report of Bi l l ' s gun the Indians seemed to bounce from 
the ear th and cut d i r t down the r ive r at race horse speed. The Hardins 
broke after them. The Indians had about two hundred yards the start 
and a big s c a r e on them to give speed to their legs. Bill and Little John 
soon took the lead and held together for a mi le , when John began to draw 
ahead of Bill in spite of all he could do with i i., long and powerful legs . 
All this t ime the Indians were not only holding their own, but several 
were gaining ground running through some open ground. John fired his 
German rifle on the hindmost of the running r eds , but instead of stopping 
any of them his shot seemed to double their speed, for in running a half 
mile fa r ther , the Indians had gained so much ground that John had to a c 
knowledge himself beaten and stopped. Bill was some distance behind, 
coming up with all the speed he could put in. Soon the others came up. 
John, was t r amping around using some very ugly language about a gent le
man called Lit t le John for letting the Indians outrun him and get away. 
Bill sat on a log blowing, silent and gloomy as an angry thunder cloud. 
They all looked at him slightly, but none dared to speak to him. They 
knew his mood too well. His pride was too deeply cut to admit any 
famil iar i ty . 

i 

Still he sat. and occasionally looked at his gun. After awhile, he got up 
and without a word examined his gun minutely, then loaded it, stepped a 
few s teps , r a i sed it and fired at a spot on a t ree a hundred yards off. 
When he f ired, bark flew from the center of the spot; he stood a few m o 
ments looking at the shot. The dark sullen look faded away; he for the 
f i rs t time spoke. "Boys, had I missed that spot I would have broken this 
gun around a g ree and have gone home and spent the remainder of my days 
nursing chi ldren, setting hens and at such work as women do. " But I find 
i t was not my fault or my gun's that I missed that red devil. It was some 
unaccountable accident that I can' t account for. As for John's outrunning, 
I can bear that , as he is my cousin and I am very proud of him for his 
good fighting qual i t ies . But the disgra.ce I feel Is that we have allowed 
the Indians to outrun us a l l . It may be that we are not in good running 
order today. So l e t ' s think no more of it and hunt a good place to watch 
for the "va rmen t s when they come pouring up the r iver looking for our 
sca lps . " Bi l l ' s speech ended, they soon found a place that suited them 
for the double purpose of watching and ambushing. They did not see or 
hear anything t i l l late in the day, when Jack Hardin, who had located h im
self on the bank of the r iver some distance from the res t of the party, saw 
severa l Indians p a s s on the other s ide. They were moving as Indians do 
when they a r e on the war path. He slipped back to the party and reported 
what he had seen . Mark Hardin and Little John volunteered to cross and 
see what was going on, on that side of the r ive r . They succeeded in get 
ting ac ross without being seen and soon found that a large number had 

http://disgra.ce
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passed up ve ry recent ly . They rec rossed and reported. Bill assumed 
the right to hea r and dispose of the report of his subordinates with the 
dignity of a Major Genera l . When the two scouts came in, Bill was 
mast icat ing a piece of tough Indian meat ho had got hold of at the burned 
camp. He went ahead with his meat and divined and explained the plan 
of the Indians in their campaign against him and his command. His idea 
was that Indians were passing on both sides of them, that they would con
nect above the burned, camp, form a half circle to prevent their escape 
up the r i v e r while a heavy force would sweep up on. both sides of the 
r iver , closing with those above, thus forming M ci rcle around them. 
To de te rmine what the Indians were about, ui a detailed Little John and 
Mark Hardin to scout the woods back of them while the other three kept 
a lookout on the t r a i l , r ive r and other shore. Everyone took his place 
as o rdered by the Captain. At sundown, they r e -a s sembled and repor ted . 
John and Mark had found plenty of t racks a few miles back from the r i v e r . 
Bill had c ros sed the r ive r and examined the. t r a i l s John and Mark had 
seen. All agreed that Bill was right in his conjecture, and if they stayed 
where they were till tomorrow they would be put to some trouble to get 
out of the net the Indians would draw around them. This was plain to 
them. Their wish was to make the Indians believe they were making for 
the Ohio River . To do th is , they must get ahead of the Indians without 
being seen by them, open a sk i rmish with them from above, then fall 
back to the dividing ridge between the Sandusky and Miami. Favored by 
the d a r k n e s s , they pushed up the r iver and t ramped some fifteen miles 
above the burned camp before they saw any signs of Indians. In a deep 
cave under the r i ve r bank, they discovered the light of a camp f ire . On 
a careful examination of the surroundings , they found that they were up 
with the Indians and actually in the camp. They in their springing around 
saw seve ra l s teal thi ly gliding about from place to place doing duty as 
camp sen t ine l s . Being satisfied that they had found the gentry they wished 
to see, they slipped through their line and established themselves some 
distance above to wait for daylight. To spend the few hours left of the 
night was an easy ma t t e r for four of the par ty , as Bill ordered them to 
turn in and sleep while he watched. To turn in was only to tumble over 
on the ground as thei r bed. Bill watched till long after the sun was 
shining, not seeing or hearing anything of Indians, aroused one of the 
others to watch while he took a nap. The middle of the day came and 
still no Indians appeared . They proposed finding the Indians late in the 
afternoon and commencing thei r work by firing on them, then make a 
hasty r e t r e a t in such a manner as would draw the Indians in hot pursuit 
after them. The i r provis ions were running low; they had only a few 
pounds of meat among them. Not knowing what kind of company they 
would have to en te r ta in on the lower par t of the r ive r , they concluded 
to move back a few mi les and look up some game for a better supply. 
By evening, they had a good supply and a square meal over, now to their 
work as the sun was growing low. They found the Indians about the same 
place they left them the night before, loitering about in eager expectation. 
The Hardins selected their grounds and notified the reds of their p resence 
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and des i re to make close acquaintance with them by sending five rifle 
balls whistling in among them. The r epor t of the guns hard ly had t ime 
to die away when war whoops seemed to fill the woods. 

The Hardins purpose ly showed themselves to the Indians , feigning to 
re t rea t . The Indians broke after them like t i g e r s , but soon had cause 
to stop for ref lec t ion. For a few hundred yards the Hard ins r an very 
well, but finding suitable ground for a sk i rmish to advantage , they turned 
and fired on the mos t advanced, sending some of them to thehr long h o m e s . 
The whole pack halted, ceased their howling and t r eed . The Hardins only 
stopped long enough to load their guns and for-., ^ome idea of the w h e r e 
abouts of the Indians in the woods below. The yell ing in var ious q u a r t e r s 
told them plainly that they were calling together and moving up in the i r 
direction. This was what they wanted, as night was close at hand. They 
wanted to get the Indians in full sweep up the r i v e r on a "fool 's e r r a n d , " 
while they would cut around them and make t racks down s t r e a m , complete 
their s e a r c h and be out of the country before they would d i scover the r u s e 
played upon them. The next step they took was to get in the t r ack or in 
some place where the Indians would see them, then show the i r heels a s 
though they were hur r ied ly running off up the country. Soon the r eds saw 
them and set to yell ing, giving notice to the r e s t that the game was in sight. 
A number of shots were fired at the Hard ins , but the d is tance was too grea t 
to do them any h a r m . On came the Indians and on went the Hard ins , only 
trying to keep out of r each . As dark was approaching, Bil l called a hal t 
and ordered eve ry man to get ready to give them, a pa r t ing sa lute , then to 
follow h i m . In a few seconds , the Indians were in s ight , coming on in high 
spir i ts ; when at shor t r ange , Bill gave the word and s e v e r a l Indians gave 
their las t yel l . They halted and t r e ed as before . The yell ing at a d is tance 
still continued and al l seemed coming up. Bill took a few moment s to l i s ten , 
then slid off towards the r i v e r . They soon reached i t and c r o s s e d over . 
As soon as they were satisfied that no Indians were prowling around, they 
stopped to enjoy the babble going on among the i r ne ighbors on the other s ide. 
The howls of r age and fury were loud and long around about where they 
delivered the i r las t sho ts . The pack was crowding up f rom below and far 
off below they hea rd loud ye l l s , calling and answer ing , which told them that 
Bill 's conjec tures were right and the r ing that the Indians had been at so 
much pains forming was broken. The best of f r iends m u s t p a r t , so It was 
with these b r e t h r e n . The Indians went furiously up towards the source of 
the Sandusky and. the Hardins down i t . The night was spent in hard walking. 
At daylight they found themse lves on ground that had been freely used by 
men and h o r s e s ' t r acks were plentiful, though they saw nei ther men nor 
horses . They thought bes t to lay by for awhile and see what was going on 
and who was about. So seeking out a place that suited them for concea l 
ment, and at the same t ime gave them a good lookout, they halted. Ti l l 
the middle of the day, they ne i ther saw nor heard anything that gave them 
any clue to the p lace or i ts occupants . The first signs they saw of life 
was a bunch of squaws and chi ldren pass ing between them and the r i v e r ; 
the squaws seemed to be on the hunt of something, and after rambling 
about for some t i m e went back the same way they c a m e . This move of 
the squaws and the i r papooses told them plainly that they were close to a 
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town or camp, the sort of place they wanted to look Into. To see who 
was there they must wait till night, as they did not want their p r e s e n c e 
known. To be seen was to be known, for their disguises they put on 
when they star ted out were worn and torn off of them.; the o rnamen ta l 
paints they decorated their faces with had from the ra ins , sweat and 
many plunges they had taken in swamps and water courses they had 
waded and swam through long since been washed off. And beside losing 
their toggery and paint, their beards had grown to such a length that no 
Indian could see them without knowing what they were . It may not be 
known to the young that the Indian has no beard, and when Indians see a 
man with a beard, they know he is no India.., *^ matter how he may be 
dressed or painted as one. The Hardins rested ti l l dark, then took the 
route they saw the squaws go, and soon hove in sight of a considerable-
village on the south bank of the r i ve r . They spied around t i l l the i n 
habitants settled down for the night, then crept through and through the 
place, saw but few b r a v e s , a large number of squaws and ch i ld ren , but 
no p r i sone r s . They knew where braves were , but the captives m u s t be 
looked for somewhere e l s e . They left the town without being seen and 
pushed on down s t r e a m . After a walk of some five miles they d i s c o v e r e d 
a village on the opposite side of the r iver from them. They c r o s s e d 
over and found all sleeping quietly except the dogs; of these they found 
a great abundance, and they were very noisy and very t roublesome to 
them in their s ea rch . Frequent ly the old braves and squaws would be 
roused up from their naps and lazily poke their heads out of the i r huts 
and peep out, scold the dogs, then grurnbli.ngly crawl back to the i r b e d s . 
The par ty dodged, l is tened and peeped through the lodges until they were 
satisfied that none they wanted were t he re , left, the Indians the re to f inish 
their naps to their own liking. In all their looking through the two towns 
they never saw an able-bodied b rave . These were busy in the wild hunt 
for the Hardins on the upper pa r t of the r i v e r . When day opened they 
found themselves in an open, exposed t r ac t of country much used by 
Indians. No suitable place was in sight for concealment and watching. 
For the purpose of finding ground such as they wished they moved on a 
mile or more , but instead, of finding the des i red shel ter they walked 
square out in the view of a pa r ty of squaws and children. These d a m e s 
and their cubs set up an unearthly screeching and howling and s c a m p e r e d 
off down the r iver as fast as their legs could c a r r y them. The Hardins 
knew too well the effect this d iscovery would have on them. The a l a r m 
would be spread from town to town as fast as the fleetest Indian could 
ca r ry it , and in a very short t ime every warr ior in a hundred m i l e s 
would be on their t r a i l . 

All hope of finding and rescuing those they were after was gone for the 
present , and they must p r e p a r e for se l f -preserva t ion . To baffle the In
dians and defend themselves successfully would requi re all the i r courage 
and skill and endurance, for it was not to be a sk i rmish for an hour or 
a day, but for days, and over a large t rac t of country, most of which 
they knew nothing of except that there were three hundred mi les of i t 
filled with furious, b lood-thirs ty Indians between them and safety. To 
men not familiar with danger and hardships their situation would have 
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seemed h o p e l e s s , and they would have fallen an easy prey to their foes . 
But to these men , with their strength and courage rising in proport ion 
to the danger thickening around them, it did not seem so bad. The ye l l 
ing squaws were no sooner out of sight than the Hardins fell to planning 
to extr ica te themse lves from the dangers they knew were before them. 
They were on the south side of the r i ve r , at what point they had no idea; 
except from the s ize of the s t r eam, how the country lay or what s u r 
rounded them in the shape of danger or obstacle they were equally 
Ignorant, but se l f - re l ian t of their ability to cut a road for themselves 
through anything that might impede their way. They planned first if they 
could elude the Indians that they knew would soon be In hot pursuit of 
them, to find some safe place for concealment and lay by for a few days 
resting and laying in some provis ions till the hunt was over and the In
dians quieted down, then r e s u m e their search on the r iver ; but if not 
able to do this to fight their way out of the country on any route they 
could. As soon as this hasty agreement was made, they struck out from 
the r i ve r , concealing themselves as best they could from the opening 
down the r i v e r , a s it was from this direct ion that they expected t rouble . 
They had proceeded but a short distance till they discovered Indians on 
their r ight mounted and riding rapidly towards them. Bill, who by com
mon consent was looked up to as the Commander- in-Chief of the par ty , 
ordered a has ty r e t r e a t in order to draw the reds confidently on. He and 
the r e s t of them knew the na ture of the Indian to be brave at all t ime, 
but doubly so when attacking a fleeing foe. This pretended flight brought 
the Indians confidently on at full speed, yelling tr iumphantly and expect
ing an easy v ic tory . When they got as near as Bill wished them, he 
halted the pa r ty and ordered them to fire on the Indians. No sooner said 
than done and two Indians and the horse of another fell to the ground, the 
other four ( there were seven) wheeled with a yell of dismay and broke 
back; the one whose horse was killed got on his feet and attempted to 
catch one of the r i d e r l e s s h o r s e s , but failed in this as the horse broke 
by him and followed the o the r s . Bil l , seeing th is , broke after h im. John 
put out after Bi l l , and the other three after John and one of the l iveliest 
races on r e c o r d took p lace . The Indian had al l he was worth staked and 
put in his bes t l i cks . Bill wished to wash out the stains he conceived that 
were put on him a few days ago by letting John and a bunch of Indians out
run him at the burned camp. John gloried above all things in his ability 
to outrun Bill in a square r a c e , and besides he wanted the pleasure of 
drawing the running Indian's blood. The other three knew they had no 
chance for honors in the r a c e , as their legs could not keep pace with the 
other two. The Indian had a long s t a r t , but all that he could force his 
legs to do was to crowd his c a r c a s s out of sight and danger . Bill gained 
on him and John fas te r gained on Bi l l . On they went over logs, brush 
and every other imped imen t the Indian casting a look back now and then 
at Bill to see what t ime he was making, and no doubt mental ly calculated 
how much longer he would l ive. Bill would peep over his shoulders to 
see how far John was behind him, then let himself oat a few licks fas ter 
to reach the p r i z e before John could pass him, which he knew he was 
able to do; running up a smal l h i l l John up by Bil l ' s side, the Indian only 
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a few jumps ahead. Coming on a level the three put out the strength of 
every muscle they ca r r i ed and the speed of all seemed equal for a hun
dred yards or more when they reached a descending piece of ground 
that gave Bill the advantage of his long legs and heavy weight forcing 
him forward. He gained rapidly on John and overtook the Indian and 
stopped his use less waste of, strength with a blow of his battle ax. Bi l l ' s 
exultation over John knew no bounds. It gratified him more to beat John 
than to catch the Indian. Getting these three Indians relieved them of a 
source of uneasiness that had been p ress ing on their minds for severa l 
days. Their ammunition was getting low; they star ted from the Fal ls 
with one hundred rounds each, but from the ski rmishes they had been 
in, the rounds they had fired at game and the waste by reason of getting 
it wet in their guns had run their stock alarmingly low. They found each 
of the dead Indians with a good supply of powder, balls and flints. In 
those days caps were not known; the guns were all flint locks. Another 
prize they drew was severa l pounds of dried venison and a pouch of 
parched corn, a r t i c les they badly needed. The old hunters used to re ly 
a good deal on drawing their provisions from the Indian pouches when at 
war with them, if they could get one down that had not been too long out 
of camp. They were pre t ty sure of drawing enough to pay him for his 
ammunition it cost him to kill h im. Captain Bill knew that t ime was 
precious, that the squad they had just had the scrape with was only the 
forerunners or scouts of the main body, and that the four bucks that got 
away would soon repor t their whereabouts and pilot others to the p lace . 
As soon as they had gathered up all that was of any use to them and had 
broken up all the Indians a r m s , the par ty moved on in the direction they 
were going when they were dis turbed. They had not gone far when they 
saw an Indian stealthily slipping through some bushes and finally settled 
himself down in such a manner that said to them that there was mischief 
brewing somewhere not far off from them. That their movements were 
being watched was now clear , and that they were liable to be fired on at 
any moment by pa r t i e s in ambush. How to extr icate themselves was a 
problem that called up all their wits to solve. Their total ignorance of 
the country was their g rea tes t trouble in finding means of retal iat ion 
and escape from the dangers that surrounded them; but to stop where 
they were would give t ime for the Indians to collect and surround them 
and make an attack such as they could have no hope of defending them
selves against. T o g o forward blindfolded as they were looked like c e r 
tain destruction. In the midst of their cogitation, the clouds came to 
their assis tance in the shape of a tornado of wind, ra in and hail which 
lasted till night. Darkness was what they most wanted. Now that they 
had the help of night to cover up their movements from the keen eye of 
the Indian, they had no fear of Indian t r aps ; but could and would move 
on at will. The ra in continued to fall in to r ren ts and the darkness was 
such that they soon found It Impossible to make any headway at al l . 
Indian or no Indian, they must lay by till the s torm lulled. They huddled 
together under some t r ee s for severa l hours , when the ra in ceased and 
the light improved so they could see sufficiently to move on slowly. They 
pushed on all night, guessing their course , not being able to see the s t a r s , 
the old hunters ' guide by night. They bore away to their right instead of 
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their left as they wished, and were heading towards Lake Er ie instead 
of the Ohio R ive r . When morning came, to their astonishment they saw 
some mi les away the broad waters of the lake. Y/"here they were they 
did not know, except that they were on a considerable elevation over
looking a broad expanse of country near ly destitute of timber and the lake . 
Seeing no signs of Indians, they decided to camp for the day where they 
were, and to r e s t and t ry to" de termine their locality when the sun shone 
out. They knew that they were between the mouths of the Sandusky and 
Maumee r i v e r s , of course nea res t the fo rmer . Again Captain Bill called 
a coun cil of war to see what should be done. The object of their p u r 
suance in the country was to help Jack Hardin and Robertson hunt for 
their wives and chi ldren. Should the hunt be continued, and was there 
any hope of succes s now that the Indians were thoroughly aroused and 
on the war pa th? Unless the pa r ty could lay concealed for several weeks 
and the Indians quieted down? Hardin and Robertson answered Bil l ' s 
query. That they had sca rce ly any hope of finding them as things stood 
now, and if found, it would be impossible to get out of the country safe 
with them. That they felt it their duty to hazard their lives in search , 
but ought not to ask the other th ree to take any further r i s k s . The 
generous Shively was enough to lose, unless there was some promis ing 
hope of s u c c e s s . They would r e l ea se the three and would go with them 
over the mos t dangerous pa r t of the country they would have to pass 
through. Then they would come back to the Sandusky River and either 
find thei r wives and chi ldren and bring them back with them or finish 
their lives in t ry ing . Bi l l , John and Mark all in one voice said "No" to 
this . If two s tayed, all s tayed; if th ree went they must all go. It was , 
they said, their duty, though not as husbands, to take any r i sks to r e scue 
the p r i s o n e r s ; f i r s t they were the i r kindred and the wives of their f r iends; 
and second, that they were helpless white women and children in the hands 
of cruel s avages . Jack and Robertson agreed to turn their faces towards 
the F a l l s . And It was so set t led. The route agreed upon was to bear t o 
wards the head wa te r s of the Maumee, c ross the dividing ridge to the 
head wa te r s of the Wabash and get on the route that Robertson and Little 
John had come in by on thei r f i r s t raid up the Big Miami. These things 
being set t led, they busied themselves in drying themselves and cleaning 
their guns and napping by turns through the day. They saw severa l pa r t i e s 
of Indians pas s and r e p a s s between them and the lake during the day, but 
none came near them. When the sun went down they laid their course by 
the setting of the sun, s tar ted for the F a l l s . Silently and sadly they took 
their f i rs t s teps towards home. All their toil and privations and dangers 
had been of no avai l in rel ieving those they sought to help. And the loss 
of the noble, b rave Shively cast a grea t gloom over them. Silently they 
tramped t i l l daylight next morning with Bill in the lead. Coming onto a 
small s t r e a m they found f resh Indian t r acks in the soft ground. Bill 
called a hal t , pointed to them and said, "The savages that made these 
t racks a r e a p a r t of the race that has caused all our trouble. Let every 
man renew his pledge over them, to spare none of the race that Is able 
to do us mischief . " All pledged and te r r ib ly was that pledge kept. 
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Many an Indian war whoop was si lenced forever in c a r r y i n g it to the end 
of their t roubles with them. Bi l l , after a short consultat ion as to the 
p ropr ie ty of following the t r a i l , decided it was best not to follow It, as 
it was pointing towards Sandusky and would lead them out of the i r way 
and probably r a i s e the Indians in hot pursu i t of them. They c r o s s e d It 
and s t ruck the i r c o u r s e for ' the head wa te r s of the Maumee as nea r ly 
as they could g u e s s . They had only a vague idea of the r i v e r . None of 
them had ever seen it or even a map of i t . All that they knew was that , 
repor t said, it v/as t he r e and to follow i t s source would lead them in the 
d i rec t ion of the Fa l l s or the Ohio. To give an Idea of the danger and 
na r row escapes the Hardins p a s s e d through from the t ime they s t ruck 
the Sandusky River to the i r exit out of the country, I will te l l what I have 
heard often r e l a t ed by my Grandmother Hardin and M r s . Rober t son of 
the efforts the Indians made to capture them or kill t hem. I have s ta ted 
a l ready that the Indians were appr i sed of Gen, George Roge r s C l a r k ' s 
p r epa ra t i ons and were expecting h im. The news of Bil l and Lit t le John ' s 
exploits on the Lit t le Miami , coupled with the deadly affray on the upper 
Sandusky, the capture and t o r t u r e of Shively, all these things had e x 
cited the wild pass ion of the Indians to the highest p i tch of the.ir savage 
na tu re . When r u n n e r s came down the r i v e r tel l ing of the f resh outrage 
of the burned camp the i r fury knew no bounds and eve ry w a r r i o r able to 
shoulder a r m s sprang to his feet as fast as the news sp read , and they 
came rushing up f rom all the towns and camps below and even from the 
l akes . As they a s s e m b l e d , the chief formed them into bands and led t h e m 
off on the hunt. The old lad ies from their own observa t ions were sat isf ied 
that Bill divined c o r r e c t l y the plan of the Indians; f rom all they saw and 
heard he was r ight . Runners came back with the news that the "Long 
Knives, " as the Indians cal led them, had broken the c i r c l e and were f l ee 
ing towards the Ohio and hundreds of b r aves after t h e m . But soon the 
scene changed, the yel l ing Indians the p a r t y met sp read the a l a r m anew 
among the towns and c a m p s , now nea r ly empty of de fende r s . Unknown 
to the Hard ins , they were but a few m i l e s from the vil lage that contained 
the capt ives they sought. The p r i z e they had r i sked so much and fought 
so many bat t les to win was in t he i r r e a c h and at that moment in the i r 
power . There was nothing at that t ime in their way that could have of
fered them any se r ious r e s i s t a n c e . A few old and sick w a r r i o r s was the 
s t rength of the camp . When the squaws came howling in the Indians ' 
f i r s t impulse was to make a gene ra l s tampede down the r i v e r ; but a few 
hunters came in at the t ime , two of the best r u n n e r s of them s ta r ted up 
the r i v e r to cal l the w a r r i o r s back , while the o t h e r s , with a few of the 
s toutest in camp, mounted ponies and pushed out to r econno i t e r . The 
r e su l t of this I have a l ready told. When the su rv ivo r s of this band came 
back at b r e a k - n e c k speed to the vi l lage, report ing the fall of the i r c o m 
panions and mult ipl ied the Hard ins into a host , the fr ight of the squaws 
and old men was such that the town was evacuated as soon as it was 
poss ib le to pack t h e m s e l v e s . The p r i s o n e r s were loaded with plunder 
and were dr iven in front of the raging gang. They had made but a few 
mi l e s down the s t r e a m when they met a strong pa r ty of lake Indians 
coming up on thei r way to join the grand hunt on the upper p a r t of the 
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r iver . The squaws re turned under this escor t to their huts ; as soon 
as they were settled back in their dens the par ty of wa r r io r s s tar ted 
off in hunt of the Hardins piloted by the braves that ran out of the fight. 
These were the Indians the Hardins saw encircling and ambushing them; 
being blind-folded as to the number of their foes and ignorant of the 
country, they were perplexed and undecided when the s to rm came on 
them, as I have told you. The runners up the r iver soon fell in with the 
party re turning, and in camp told their s to r ies , much excited as they 
were. Soon a large number were racing down the r iver to protect their 
squaws and exterminate the hated invaders . By the middle of the next 
day the country was swarming with pa r t i e s hunting exactly in the wrong 
direction to find the Hardins . No Indian ever thought of looking towards 
the lake for them. The ra in had washed out all t r ace of the route they 
had taken. The Indians sought them towards the Ohio River . It looks 
like a protect ing hand led them off in the darkness out of reach of the 
savages that were racing and raging for blood. Grandmother said her 
heart stood st i l l all the next day and night following, knowing whom the 
Indians were hunting, expecting every moment to hear the yells of t r iumph 
and see the bloody scalps of her husband and kinsmen brought into the 
village or see one or more of them dragged helpless and wounded to the 
stake, as she had seen Shively, and he roasted al ive. And through all 
this torturing suspense she and Mrs , Robertson had to appear calm and 
unconcerned, for had the Indians known that the men that had done them 
so much mischief and caused them so many a l a rms were their husbands 
and friends, death in the most cruel form would have been their cer ta in 
fate. Days passed and the Indians gave up the hunt. But the suspense of 
these women was not over . Shively had told them what they were there 
for. They knew the daring and craft of the men, and they did not think 
that they had gone out of the country, but thought they were concealed 
somewhere not far off waiting for the hunt and excitement to pass away. 
Then they would r e - a p p e a r . Night after night they sat watching and 
listening for them. The sl ightest noise was eagerly listened to, every 
form that passed was cr i t ica l ly scanned. Hope would r i se at the humming 
of insects or the chirps of a c r icket . Time rolled on and no help came ; 
where their friends were they knew not, but they were comforted to know 
that men that dared to move where these men had been would re tu rn again, 
and maybe with bet ter succes s . Their hope for the p resen t died out, but 
hopes for the future sustained them. I must reluctantly leave these good, 
old ladies, for I only knew them as such, in the hands of their to rmentors 
and follow Captain Bill and his pa r ty homeward. As I said, they were 
bearing for the upper portion of the Maumee. Not knowing the lay of the 
country, they bore too much to their right and struck the r iver as they 
supposed near i ts cen ter , guessing from the size of i t . Here they became 
involved in a s e r i e s of sk i rmishes with the Indians of the r iver and en
tangled in the swamps . Over a week they fought the Irdians and floundered 
in the swamps before they got clear of their pers i s ten t foes and the miry 
swamps, and reached the high land between the heads of the Maumee and 
Wabash they camped for a few days^to r e s t and kill some game. They 
had suffered badly for want of food for some time and were worn and 
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t i red. When well fed and res ted , they resumed their t r amp for home 
(as they called the Fa l l s ) . They reached one of the upper b r a n c h e s of 
the Wabash without any trouble with the Indians. Here they c a m e on 
Indian t r acks bear ing in the same direct ion they were going, and d e 
termined to follow them up and r a i se a row with them. They soon found 
that the pa r ty was a general hunting one, and of course had a camp not 
far off. They followed the t rack for some t ime, or at least Li t t le John 
did and the r e s t followed him. John was the sleuth hound of the p a r t y . 
A t ra i l he could not follow was too bad for any of the res t to tr.y. In 
the evening they came In sight of two bucks le isurely t ramping along, 
each with some game tied on his back. Bill -udered the p a r t y to move 
carefully so as not to a larm them, follow them to their camp, then they 
could bag the whole gang. For awhile all moved on to Bi l l ' s s a t i s fac t ion . 
But luckily for the Indians, Bil l , in dodging through the b rush , caught 
the hammer of his gun on something and fired it off. The loud r e p o r t 
bounced the Indians to a run. The Hardins went pe l l -mel l af ter t h e m , 
firing as they ran . In the thick woods the Indians made their e s c a p e 
and Bil l ' s plan of bagging them in their camp went with them. The 
Hardins supposed that there must have been a large party n e a r that 
these two roused up, for the next day they would have some hot work on 
their hands by their impudence in tracking up these fellows for the fun 
of ra is ing a row with them. Ea r ly the next morning, they w e r e f i red on 
by a par ty of some six or eight, but the distance was too far for the In
dian guns and did the Hardins no h a r m . These poor reds did not know 
whom they were address ing or they would have kept at a g r e a t e r d i s t a n c e , 
for before the echo of their guns died away, Bill sent one of h is ounce 
peace offerings through one of them, ordering a charge , leading the way 
himself. Two of our pa r ty got in telling shots that brought down two In 
dians and the r e s t broke ground, but ra ised a yell that the Hard ins had 
got to understand to be a call to others to concentrate or close up. Bill 
called a halt till they could see what the Indians were up to . Soon they 
saw one skulking around to the i r r e a r , and well they knew that he was 
not alone. How many were around and where they were was the t r o u b l e . 
A brief council was held and Bill, as usual , decided to move to t he i r 
right far enough to be outside of the ambush they were getting in to , and 
trap for the Indians in turn. Off he went, the res t at his h e e l s , for a 
few hundred ya rds , then wheeling to the left he circled around t i l l he 
was in the r e a r of the Indians, o rde red every man to cautiously advance , 
Slowly they moved, watching and listening as they went. After working 
through the bushes for some t ime , they found a dead war r io r and a bloody 
t ra i l made by a crippled one dragging himself off. But no live Indian 
was in sight or hear ing . Bill o rdered them to fall back and concea l t h e m 
selves closely and watch the dead Indian, expecting that his f r iends would 
soon come back to c a r r y off or cover him up. But they waited in va in . 
No Indian came . They then circled around and found t racks mak ing off. 
They followed this for some mi l e s , but as the t ra i l led them out of the i r 
course , they abandoned it and resumed their route . This was the l a s t 
trouble they had with the Indians on their route home. It was in the f o r e 
part of June that they reached the F a l l s . They had been nea r ly two months 
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making this dangerous round, had lost Shively, and Bill had blood drawn 
from him by a wound in his b reas t at the t ime Shively was los t . The r e s t 
came in unharmed. Their clothes were worn and to rn off of them. Take 
them all in , all they looked like a r ace of wild an imals that had appeared 
for the f i rs t t i m e , ; and the object of the i r sea rch a total f a i lu re . The 
only thing they had to console them was the great mischief they had done 
the Indians. Loud and long were the congratulat ions and rejoicings among 
the rough hunters at the Fal l s when they made their appea rance , but deep 
grief at the loss of Shively and the manner of his death. The hot blood and 
hatred of the Hardins towards the Indians were r a i s e d to a burning heat 
at the r epor t of Shively 's sufferings. Vengeance was on eve ry lip. On the 
a r r iva l of our pa r ty , they were welcomed by a la rge number of their k in
dred who had come down from the Monongahela to the Fa l l s during the i r 
absence. 

As some dispute sp rang up about the t ime some of them reached Kentucky, 
I will give the names of these n e w - c o m e r s of the family this spr ing of 
1781. The coming of a number of them to Kentucky had been dated at the 
time of their making a se t t lement . I will begin with Col. John Hardin , as 
he was the most p rominen t man of the family at that t ime and their r e c o g 
nized leader and counse lo r . Coll ins, in his h i s to ry of Kentucky, says that 
he was in Kentucky and located lands ' in 1780, This may be so, but if so , 
I never heard it mentioned by the old men and women of the family that 
settled in the same neighborhood, a par t of them at the same t ime and with 
him, and all on land surveyed and located by h im. 

These lands were surveyed In the winter of 1782 and the ea r ly spr ing of 
1783, or a large p a r t of t hem. The c i r cums tance that led to the d i scovery 
of the "P leasan t Run" country by Jack Hardin and Mar t in Hardin, a b r o t h e r 
of Col. John, in the fall of 1782, I will re la te in i ts p r o p e r p l ace . I have 
no tradit ion that he or any of the family ever saw the country before Jack 
and Martin blundered into it and told his b ro ther John of i t . The f i rs t I 
ever heard of Col. John was in the spr ing of 1781, He stayed seve ra l 
months exploring the country from Salt River to the Kentucky River , and 
after many efforts to induce the family to locate and stop the i r p r e d a t o r y 
warfare , he went back home. In the fall of 1782 he was back again and 
got all the family together in a se t t lement in Washington County except 
two branches of t hem. Captain Bill led seve ra l with him to his station, 
where Hard insburg now s tands . Ben Hardin , and his b ro the r went to N a s h 
ville, or the place where Nashvil le now s tands . But as I will have to wri te 
of this in the future, I will drop it for the p resen t and give the names of 
the n e w - c o m e r s : Col . John Hardin and his b ro the r , Mart in ; Mark Hardin , 
known as " H o r s e - r a c e r " Mark; H a r r y Hardin, known as "Short H a r r y " ; 
his two b r o t h e r s , Ben known as "St i l le r" Ben, and Mark known as "Stumpy" 
Mark; Big H a r r y , who lived near the mouth of the Cumber land River , in 
Livingston County; John Hardin, a cousin to "St i l l e r" Ben, known as " F l a t 
head" John. Of the family of Hardings there were th ree b r o t h e r s of Thomas 
Harding - - Abraham, Stephen and Jonathan. And of the men whose wives 
were Hardins or Hardings there was John S u m m e r s , whose wife was Mollie 
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Hardin, a s i s te r of "Sti l ler" Ben; John Hollett, whose wife was Hannah 
Harding; Samuel Payne and Pat r ick , his brother , both related by m a r r i a g e . 
All these men were inured to hardship and war. They all came to cut 
their way through every obstacle and settle on. Kentucky soil . 

When they got to the Fal ls and were told by their kindred of the outrages 
of the Indians and the many struggles they had had with them, they, one 
and all, except Col. John went into the league to exterminate the Indians 
first of all things. All the influence Col. John had over the family could 
not control them or change their purpose of spilling Indian blood to atone 
for the wrongs they conceived the Indians had done their kindred. As soon 
as Capt. Bill had res ted, he commenced making prepara t ions to work his 
"garden of Eden" he had discovered. He procured a small boat that some 
of the family had come down in and put all his estate on board. His load 
consisted of a half dozen axes , an old saw, a ten-gallon keg of rum to be 
used in case of s ickness , or on occasions that he might think it n e c e s s a r y 
to set it out; a bunch of tin cups and two frying pans , These a r t i c les c o m 
prised his outfit to build a fort, cabins, clear land and build his proposed 
town, Hardinsburg. He had secured a lot of Indian rif les to be used in 
case of necessi ty in defending his fort and cabins. About twenty of the 
family volunteered to go with him, help to build his fort and defend the 
working party. They had no expectation of working in peace, for the 
Wabash Indians were doing all in their power to prevent set t lements being 
made in the Green River country. Some time in July, they embarked 
and pushed off down the Ohio to make the first Hardin set t lement. 

They floated m e r r i l y till they got into the nar rows near the mouth of Wolf 
Creek, when they were fired into by the Indians from the Indiana side of 
the r iver . No damage was done them, but this insult was too much for 
these men to take quietly. They landed, confident in their strength to 
whip any force that might be on the hills to oppose them. Leaving a force 
on the boat to defend it should it be attacked, they mounted the hills in 
pursuit of these impudent r eds ; but no foe could be found. These shots were 
the first of hundreds that were fired by the contending par ty , all growing 
out of Bil l 's se t t lement . They reached the mouth of Sinking Creek and 
pulled their boat up the s t r eam within eight miles of their destination. 
The only means of t ranspor t ing their effects was on their backs . Bill 
divided out in lots to each one his load. The boat was torn to pieces and 
the planks such as they would use were to be ca r r i ed , too. For his share 
of the cargo he lashed the keg of rum to his back, thinking no doubt that 
such precious freight would not be safe in any other hands than h i s . When 
all were ready, Bill took the lead and piloted the par ty to his haven of 
res t . That night they spent in a grand carousa l . Bill opened the keg and 
treated so freely that the f i rs t drunken spree ever enacted on Brecken-
ridge soil came off celebrat ing Bi l l ' s first night at his new Kentucky home . 
I will in the future t r ace Bill and the par ty that stopped with him through 
several years of hard t imes and harder Indian fights. Bill established 
himself not only as the head and leader of his kindred, but of all others 
that settled around h im. Right here I will co r rec t Collins a few months 
as to when Hardinsburg was laid out. Jack Hardin, my grandfather, was 
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there and ca r r i ed one end of the grape vine they used as a chain in s u r 
veying out Bi l l ' s and his b ro the r ' s lands. The town was planned and s u r 
veyed out without compass or chain in the fall of 1781, The only i n s t r u 
ments used were a vine measured by guess and their axes to m a r k out 
the s t r e e t s . Thei r night 's frolic over , Capt. Bill organized his force 
for bus iness . He f irst made a detail of four of the most exper t h u n t e r s , 
whose business it was to do the double duty of guarding his c a m p , and 
working force and kill game for provis ions . The man he most t r u s t e d 
was Little John. To him he gave a separate and independent c o m m a n d . 
He assigned him the duty of scouting between the camp and the Ohio River 
and along the r i ve r watching for war pa r t i e s . Bill knew that he and his 
party had to fight for the ground they were occupying, and made all h is 
a r rangements to that end. Every man of his par ty , let him be engaged 
at what he might be , was required to ca r ry his a r m s with h im, and n e v e r 
to put them for a moment out of his reach . At night, guards were pos t ed 
around the camp and each man slept with his a r m s by his s ide , tha t he 
might be ready for battle at any moment . His main force went to w o r k , 
cutting t r e e s for cabins, logs and posts for his pickets for h is fo r t . Some 
car r ied the logs while some built. Others were busy digging t r e n c h e s for 
the posts for the fort, or station, as they were then called, and se t t ing 
them in place . All were at work like beavers under the superv i s ion of 
Capt. Bil l . In a week's t ime , his work was so far completed that he had 
no fears of any Indian forces that might attack them. As some of the k id -
gloved gentry of the present day a re somewhat skeptical as to the abi l i ty 
of men to go into woods, live on wild meat, build houses and for ts with no 
tools but a r if le, ax, butcher-knife and tomahawk, I will te l l for t he i r I n 
struction, By the way, I must step aside a moment and jot down what I 
heard one of these wise Alex say at a dinner table not long ago on th is 
subject. This young hero had the misfortune to get into and out of the C o n 
federate a r m y al ive, and is of very loud pretent ions with ve ry s m a l l men ta l 
cal iber, is very fond of being seen and heard, looks wise and ta lks loud to 
at tract attention. I can' t name him, but he may be seen around O w e n s b o r o . 
He, on this occasion, t h r e w b a c k h i s shoulders and said: "Why, i t ' s p r e 
posterous to talk to me of men doin' these things. Fus t , a man can ' t l ive 
on meat alone, I 've t r ied it in the Confederate a rmy , and know h e ' d d i e . 
And how'd you reckon a man can dig holes in the ground ' thout pick, shovel 
or spade? These things can' t be done 'thout tools . Ye see , I 've been t h a r e 
and seen too much t renchen to be gulled by sich ya rns . " He was not t a l k 
ing to me . 1 looked at him and was so r ry that his ma was dead and he left 
in helpless orphanage. But this is not telling how the Hardins built Capt . 
Bill 's fort without tools other than axes and an old saw. The pos t s w e r e 
cut twelve or fifteen feet long, a nar row trench dug general ly two and a 
half to three feet deep, the posts set side by side as closely a s p o s s i b l e , 
the earth packed around them to hold them firmly in their p laces . A log 
cabin was built at each corner or angle. The outer wall was the h ighes t , 
the roof sloped to the inner side for protection against the Indians throwing 
fire on it, and in case they did, men could get from the inside on it with 
safety. These outer walls were pften raised three or four logs above the 
roof and were used as b reas t -works for sharp-shooters in t ime of s iege 
or attack. The walls of these houses and the pickets were pe r fo ra ted with 
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holes just l a rge enough for a r i f l e to be a i m e d t h r o u g h . But I have not 
told my friend of the d i n n e r p a r t y how on e a r t h t h e s e t r e n c h e s o r ho l e s 
were dug In the g r o u n d . T h e s e old f e l lows had t h e i r a x e s to beg in wi th . 
All around them w e r e young t r e e s of a l l s o r t s and s i z e s . He cut one 
that suited his p u r p o s e , cut and s h a p e d it to dig wi th , t hen u s e d h is ax 
to cut the roo t s wi th a s they c a m e in h i s way. A n o t h e r one of t h e s e 
old s t a l w a r t s would find h i m a s u i t a b l e p i ece of wood and f a s h i o n h i m 
self out a shove l ; w i th t h i s he would follow the m a n tha t w a s doing the 
digging, heave out t he d i r t and the d i t c h was d o n e . E v e r y t h i n g e l s e was 
done equal ly as e a s i l y and s i m p l y . 

I m u s t with r e g r e t l e a v e B i l l and h i s band for the p r e s e n t , bu t I would 
like to s tay with t h e m , for they have s o m e l ive ly t i m e s b e f o r e they r e s t 
quiet ly, "under t h e i r own vine and fig t r e e . " 

When Capt . B i l l ' s f o r t and c a b i n s w e r e m a d e s e c u r e and h i s l and and 
town had been s u r v e y e d i n t h e i r r u d e way wi thout c o m p a s s o r c h a i n , 
they laid the i r c o u r s e by the sun , t h e i r d i s t a n c e s w e r e t a k e n wi th a v ine 
m e a s u r e d by g u e s s , he no l o n g e r n e e d e d the s t r e n g t h of a l l t he p a r t y . 
Jack Hard in , R o b e r t s o n , T h o m a s H a r d i n g and M a r t i n H a r d i n , b r o t h e r 
of Col . John H a r d i n , a l l left t h e m and wen t b a c k t o the F a l l s . T h e s e 
four men d e t e r m i n e d to t r y t h e i r fortunes once m o r e in the I n d i a n c o u n t r y 
and find M r s . H a r d i n and M r s . R o b e r t s o n and t h e i r c h i l d r e n . The 
t e r r i b l e a d v e n t u r e s t h a t had a l r e a d y b e e n m a d e had r e s u l t e d in no th ing 
fur ther than that t h e H a r d i n s and R o b e r t s o n had g a i n e d s o m e knowledge 
of the count ry , and t h i s t h e y hoped m i g h t e n a b l e t h e m to s u c c e e d , and on 
th is s l ende r t h r e a d t h e y d e t e r m i n e d to b r a v e a l l p e r i l and p r i v a t i o n . I 
have often thought t h a t t h e r e could be no o b s t a c l e too g r e a t f o r a t r u l y 
b rave m a n to a t t e m p t to s u r m o u n t , v/hen the ob jec t to be g a i n e d w a r r a n t e d 
the effort. A wife and c h i l d r e n in the h a n d s of c r u e l s a v a g e s shou ld , if 
anything would, c a l l up a l l the d a r i n g of h i s n a t u r e and lift h i m a b o v e a l l 
p e r s o n a l thought of d a n g e r or h a r d s h i p . I a m not d i s p o s e d to l aud H a r d i n 
and Robe r t son for d o i n g t h e i r duty and h a z a r d i n g t h e i r l i v e s a t h o u s a n d 
t i m e s over in a t t e m p t i n g the r e s c u e of t h e i r w ives and c h i l d r e n . But v/hen 
I think of the coo l , s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g h e r o i s m tha t i s d i s p l a y e d by m e n 
with t he i r eyes ful ly open to the p e r i l s and h a r d s h i p s to be o v e r c o m e in 
the ven tu re before t h e m , wi th s c a r c e l y a hope of s u c c e s s e v e n in be ing 
able to find the c a p t i v e s , and if t h e y did find t h e m , w a s t h e r e one c h a n c e 
in a hundred that t h e y cou ld l ive and b r i n g t h e m h o m e wi th t h e m t h r o u g h 
a count ry t h r e e h u n d r e d m i l e s w ide , s w a r m i n g with f u r i o u s I n d i a n s tha t 
mus t be m e t in d e a d l y c o m b a t e v e r y foot of the w a y ? F o r if t h e y s u c 
ceeded in get t ing p o s s e s s i o n of the w o m e n and c h i l d r e n t hey would be an 
e n c u m b r a n c e that wou ld d e p r i v e t h e m of the a d v a n t a g e t h e y cou ld ava i l 
t h e m s e l v e s of in e l u d i n g p u r s u i t , of a h a r d n i g h t ' s m a r c h , a m b u s h , e t c . 
They would have b e e n f o r c e d to h o v e r a r o u n d t h e w o m e n and c h i l d r e n a l l 
the t ime in the i r d e f e n s e and at a d i s a d v a n t a g e . All t h i s t h e y knew and 
were will ing to t a k e t h e i r c h a n c e s . I do not w o n d e r at H a r d i n and R o b e r t 
son being will ing to l a y down a l l ; but when I t u r n m y t h o u g h t s to L i t t l e 
John, Mark and C a p t . W i l l i a m H a r d i n , and the un fo r tuna t e Sh ive ly and 
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T h o m a s H a r d i n g , he should have done al l he did to r e s c u e h i s s i s t e r . 
And now with al l the l ights before h im, fully appr i sed of a l l the dangers 
and t r i a l s , the f o r m e r expedi t ions they had encumbered , M a r t i n Ha rd in 
v o l u n t e e r e d at the F a l l s . Mord ica i Lincoln took the place of T h o m a s 
Hard ing who was not yet well of the wound he had rece ived on the Scioto 
in the i r f i r s t effor t . T h e s e m e n , through feeling of f r iendship and 
human i ty , had the cool courage without the incent ive that p r o m p t e d J a c k 
Hard in and R o b e r t s o n to d a r e a l l and every th ing in taking p a r t in this 
expedi t ion . It i s t r u e M r s . Hard in and M r s . Rober tson w e r e r e l a t e d to 
a l l t he se m e n excep t L inco ln . He had no tie o ther than f r i e n d s h i p . I 
have h e a r d it sa id that t hese m e n ' s g r e a t love for adventure and Indian 
fighting was the ru l ing mot ive in the p a r t they took. This i s wholly u n t r u e . 
Had they only wanted the e x c i t e m e n t of a free fight with Ind i ans , they 
could have been a c c o m m o d a t e d a l m o s t any day n e a r e r h o m e , for in the i r 
ab sence the r e s t of the family w e r e half the i r t ime engaged in s k i r m i s h i n g , 
often in h e a r i n g of the s ta t ion . T h e i r p rompt ings were of the h ighes t , v i z . , 
to aid t h e i r k i n s m e n and f r i ends to help the h e l p l e s s , and If t h e r e was one 
chance in a h u n d r e d , they would r i s k the i r l ives for that one c h a n c e . I have 
no sca le by which I can m e a s u r e m y idea of the g r ea tnes s of the souls of 
t he se m e n . T h e r e is no p lace to begin or end in taking a m e a s u r e of t h e m . 
The p a r t y r e a c h e d the F a l l s and among o the r s they met t h e r e was t he i r 
t r u e f r iend , Mord i ca i L incoln , an uncle of the late P r e s i d e n t , A b r a h a m 
Lincoln . As soon as Lincoln l e a r n e d the purpose of the p a r t y , he urged 
t h e m to a l low h im to t ake T h o m a s H a r d i n g ' s p l a c e , as it was doubtful 
whe ther he could s tand the fat igue and e x p o s u r e of the t r i p , a s he was not 
e n t i r e l y wel l of h i s wound yet . Ha rd ing , after some p e r s u a s i o n , gave h i s 
consen t . L inco ln was a m a n of cool c o u r a g e , even t e m p e r a m e n t , equal to 
any e m e r g e n c y , an e x p e r i e n c e d woodsman and Indian f igh te r . No m a n 
could have fi l led H a r d i n g ' s p l ace b e t t e r . After spending s o m e days mak ing 
n e c e s s a r y p r e p a r a t i o n s , they c r o s s e d the r i v e r and took t h e i r c o u r s e , a i m 
ing to s t r i k e be tween the head w a t e r s of the Wabash and Big Miami ; t h e n c e 
leaving the head of the Sandusky s o m e d i s t a n c e to the r igh t , p a s s i n g down 
t i l l they got n e a r the po in t whe re Bi l l , John and the Indian m a d e the i r g r and 
r a c e . • T h e r e or n e a r they would s t r i k e the Sandusky, hiding through the 
day and spy ing in and th rough the towns at night . If they could r e a c h the 
r i v e r without being d i s c o v e r e d they thought t he i r chances good to work t h e i r 
way safe ly on up the r i v e r . They p a s s e d caut iously th rough the coun t ry 
and r e a c h e d the upper b r a n c h e s of White River without s ee ing an Indian 
or any f r e s h s igns of t h e m . H e r e , Robe r t son , who had been compla in ing 
for s e v e r a l d a y s , b e c a m e too s i ck to t r a v e l . They se lec ted the bes t p l a c e 
they could find and c a m p e d . The next day he g r ew w o r s e , and so on for 
s e v e r a l d a y s , A week p a s s e d and the s ick m a n ' s condition did not i m p r o v e . 
They had no m e d i c i n e o r n o u r i s h m e n t to give h i m . All they could do for 
h i m they did . Ano the r week p a s s e d and he was st i l l s ick. T h e r e was no hope 
of his be ing able to move for s e v e r a l weeks to come, if e v e r , A counci l 
was held and they a g r e e d that one of the p a r t y should s tay and take c a r e of 
h i m and the o the r two go on. A choice was given to R o b e r t s o n of which one 
should s t a y and c a r e for h i m , and,he took Mar t in Hardin. L inco ln and J a c k 
H a r d i n se t out then to m a k e the ven tu re a lone . They pushed on safely t i l l 
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the third day, when in corss ing a patch of open ground they were d i s 
covered by a par ty of five Indians and a ski rmish immediately ensued, 
but at long range . The Indians would not come to close q u a r t e r s , but 
so managed that Hardin and Lincoln could not get out of sight of them. 
It was several hours before they got c lear of these Indians; and why they 
did they never could tel l , "as they drew off out. of sight and never showed 
themselves again. The old men used to say of this scrape that the con
duct of the Indians differed from any they ever saw; barely keeping in 
sight and firing their guns at such a distance that their balls did not 
come near thern and made no effort to get neare r than was necessa ry 
to watch them. But this fight, though a bloodless one, was a Waterloo 
defeat to Hardin and Lincoln, for soon after the Indians went out of 
sight, Lincoln discovered the lock of his gun was broken and he more 
than two hundred miles in the Indian country unarmed so far as his gun 
was concerned. Here was a di lemma and something must be done. They 
f irst came to the conclusion that they would reach the grea t t r a i l leading 
from the Miami to the lake, waylay it and shoot an Indian, get his gun 
and .re-arm Lincoln, but on second thought this could hardly be succes s 
ful, as they knew that the Indians r a re ly traveled far from their camps 
alone, and if they attacked m o r e than they could kil l , the a l a rm would 
be given and all hope of success be at an end. This plan was abandoned 
and all that was left for them to do was to r e t r ace their steps to the camp 
where they left Rober tson, and this they did, and found Robertson not so 
sick, but too weak to sit up. Mart in, during their absence, in hunting 
had found fresh Indian t r acks plentifully on a small s t r eam not more than 
a mile from the camp. He was satisfied that there was a camp of Indians 
close by, and that they were liable to be attacked.at any t ime. He was 
greatly relieved at the re tu rn of the two; but how were they, to get away 
was the question before the house. Robertson was too weak to stand on 
his feet and he was a la rge man of near two hundred pounds. They could 
not ca r ry him any dis tance , and to think of them leaving their camp now 
was out of the question. Night came on and Martin and Lincoln took it 
into their heads to make a night 's sea rch out on the creek and see if any 
camp was to be found. The t r acks Martin had seen were going both ways. 
They first hunted up the r ive r for severa l mi les and found nothing; then 
they took down s t r e a m and walked some ten mi les , when at the junction 
of another s t r eam they found a hunting camp with some twenty or thir ty 
Indians coiled up as leep . They came back satisfied that the Indians knew 
nothing of their camp, and all they could do was to keep a close watch and 
fight if neces sa ry . They kept a close watch for severa l days , but no In
dians troubled them. Robertson had improved rapidly and thought he could 
with some help t r ave l by easy walks. They broke up their camp and went 
on their way to the Fa l l s by moving a few mi les at a t ime. Robertson got 
along for severa l days ; when his s t rength would fail him, the others would 
c a r r y him on their backs by t u r n s . In this way they made some twenty-
five miles a day. On they t raveled ti l l they got within forty mi les of the 
F a l l s , when Robertson became so exhausted that he could not be moved 
any further. They built a camp and m a d e their sick friend as comfortable 
as possible. At daylight next morning Lincoln s tar ted to the Fal ls for help to 
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bring the sick man in, leaving Jack and Martin to guard and c a r e for 
him. Such was Lincoln ' s s trength and endurance that at sundown he 
crossed the r iver and repor ted his m i s s ion . Nearly the whole popu la 
tion offered their s e rv i ce s to s ta r t that night. But Lincoln mus t r e s t 
and have something to eat . All. was made ready for a s t a r t with the . 
light of the morning. This incident brought to the front the t rue n o b l e 
ness of the pioneer women. Numbers of them urged that they be al lowed 
to go back with the pa r ty to help with their skill in giving sucji n o u r i s h 
ment as they knew the sick man needed, which men could not give. When 
the lords of creat ion refused to let them go, they, as the next best thing 
to do, came forward with thei r s t rongest flax linen shee ts to be used in 
making a s t re tcher to c a r r y him in on, and their softest b lankets for 
him to lie on, everything por table that they had in the way of de l i c ac i e s 
that they thought a sick man could eat was offered. These were the kind 
of women that were the m o t h e r s of Kentucky's g r e a t e s t men and women. 
At dawn the par ty , fifteen s t rong, c rossed the r ive r to the Indiana s h o r e 
and set off at a swinging gait , piloted by Lincoln. Late in the evening 
they reached the camp, and that night a s t r e t che r was made r eady , and 
at daylight next morning they s ta r ted back with the sick m a n . The 
strength of the pa r ty was such that the ca r ry ing was a m e r e t r i f l e . As 
they would t i re , f resh men took him, and so on a l t e rna te ly through the 
day At night they reached and c rossed the r i v e r . The women, the good 
Samari tans, met the canoe at the wa te r ' s edge and took charge of the 
sick man and nursed him back to health and s t rength . Thus ended th i s 
the last effort to find and l ibera te the captive women and ch i ldren . I 
said in the beginning of my h is tory that I doubted if the world ever could 
produce any other men that had or could pe r fo rm deeds of dar ing and 
escape with their l ives . Through all these expeditions for hundreds of 
miles surrounded with deadly foes, skilled in all the a r t s of s k i r m i s h 
warfare in their own country and homes , these men p a s s e d and r e p a s s e d 
most of the time blindfolded, as it were , for through mos t of th is a d 
venture they were on ground they had never set foot on before , with a l l 
the odds and ends agains t them. They p r e s s e d forward , giving blow for 
blow, disconcerting wel l - la id plans and a m b u s h e s . Often they had the • 
audacity to be the at tacking pa r ty . Through all these dange r s they p a s s e d 
unscathed except the death of the b r ave , magnanimous Shively, the bad 
wounding of Thomas Harding and the slight wounding Capt . Will iam Hard in 
(Indian Bill). The tenaci ty with which they clung to the i r p u r p o s e , aga ins t 
all odds and dange r s , showed them to be men that no obs tac le that m a n 
could place In his way would turn him as ide for a moment f rom the p u r p o s e 
he had in view. When the pa r ty left on the expedition above r e l a t ed , the 
Hardins were badly d isorganized and sca t te red . They found them on the i r 
re turn more so. A few had gone back to Monongahela, a p a r t were with 
Capt. Bill, o thers were off in different bands hunting and sk i rmi sh ing 
with Indians. The family band seemed ut ter ly broken. Those l inger ing 
around the Fal ls were d i scouraged and down-hear ted . Mar t in Hardin 
was at a loss and could do nothing until his b ro the r . Col. John, came 
back. Jack Hardin, now thought his last hope of recover ing his family 
was gone, and he without one cent of money or p rope r ty ; his a r m s were 
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all he p o s s e s s e d in the wide wor ld . The only p u r p o s e he had now was 
to make w a r on the Ind ians to the end of his l i fe . I will now as b r ie f ly 
a s pos s ib l e fol low the leading c h a r a c t e r s to the i r loca t ions on P l e a s a n t 
Run and te l l how they happened to get t h e r e . 

NUMBER IX 

After a few d a y s ' r e s t at the F a l l s , t h ings being dul l , Mar t i n H a r d i n , 
J a c k Hard in and H o r s e R a c e r M a r k H a r d i n concluded to walk ove r to 
Capt . Wi l l i am H a r d i n ' s new h o m e , pay h i m a s h o r t ca l l , see how th ings 
w e r e going on with h i m g e n e r a l l y , and If t h e r e was anything they could 
lend a hand in they would put in . On t h e i r a r r i v a l they found a l l th ings 
snug and sa f e . The C a p t a i n had c l e a r e d away the b r u s h , logs and e v e r y 
thing f rom a r o u n d h i s fo r t that would afford s h e l t e r to an Indian or in 
any way o b s t r u c t h i s v iew for a long d i s t a n c e a round h i m . He was m o r e 
than del ighted wi th h i s l oca t i on . E v e r y t h i n g p l e a s e d h im . The woods 
abounded with a l l k inds of g a m e . The s t r e a m s w e r e full of f i sh . . ,He had 
unl imi ted p a s t u r a g e for a l l k inds of s t o c k if he eve r had s tock to p a s t u r e . 
At this t i m e , he had not a hoof of any kind- His p r o s p e c t s for p len ty of 
Indian fighting w e r e a s good as he could a sk t hem to b e . The Indians had 
a l r e a d y d i s c o v e r e d h i m and they had had s e v e r a l s m a r t l i t t le s k i r m i s h e s 
with fair p r o s p e c t s of p l e n t y m o r e , Bil ly was quite happy . L i t t l e John 
was in al l h i s g l o r y in h i s i ndependen t c o m m a n d . He was at l i b e r t y to 
move where he p l e a s e d . The only r e s t r i c t i o n on h i m was to keep well 
be tween the station and the Ohio R i v e r , Th i s gave h i m wide p lay ground 
and elbow r o o m to a m u s e h i m s e l f a s he p l e a s e d . He had a chance of 
fal l ing In with Ind ians a l m o s t any day and tak ing a fine knock-down with 
t h e m . He had a l r e a d y had the p l e a s u r e of s e v e r a l s c r a p e s with t hem 
and had the p l e a s u r e of l ay ing at t he feet of h i s Capta in the sca lp and a r m s 
of one big b r a v e tha t had v e n t u r e d within his l i n e s . John was p e r f e c t l y 
at h o m e . He wanted no b e t t e r s i t u a t i o n . He was f ree to r o a m over the 
r a n g e a l lo t ted h i m , ge t in to a s m a n y s c r a p e s as he p l e a s e d and get out 
of them as b e s t he cou ld . He was p r o u d of the honor c o n f e r r e d upon h i m 
by h is Capta in in p l a c i n g h i m a s the o u t e r gua rd to h i s s e t t l e m e n t , t r u s t 
ing in h is c o u r a g e and s a g a c i t y a g a i n s t s u r p r i s e , John felt h i s g r e a t i m 
p o r t a n c e and w a s h a p p y . After spending a few days wi th t h e i r h o s t , s p i n 
ning ya rns and f e a s t i n g on fine g a m e , t hey s t a r t e d back to the F a l l s in 
two p a r t i e s , v i z . : M a r t i n H a r d i n and H o r s e R a c e r M a r k Hard in took the 
m o s t d i r ec t r o u t e by way of Bee Knob, and J ack H a r d i n , a c c o m p a n i e d by 
a d is tan t r e l a t i v e , n a m e s John C a r l y s l e , s t a r t e d for the town w h e r e 
E l i zabe th town now s t a n d s . They had p a s s e d about half way f r o m H a r d i n ' s 
s t a t ion to E l i z a b e t h t o w n , fol lowing a buffalo t r a i l leading in t h e i r c o u r s e , 
when they w e r e f i r ed on by a p a r t y of five Indians who had hid t h e m s e l v e s 
in the t a l l , b a r r e n g r a s s but a few fee t f r o m the t r a i l they w e r e following. 
The Indians w e r e so c l o s e tha t t h e i r guns n e a r l y touched the two m e n . 
C a r l y s l e was k i l l ed i n s t a n t l y , H a r d i n had his bucksk in cap t o r n to f r a g -
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ments from his head and half of his hair shot and b u r n e d off. H a r d i n i n 
stantly fired into one of the Indians who was making a s p r i n g at h i m , 
running square with his b reas t on the muzzle of his gun, the c h a r g e p a s s 
ing through him and he fell a c r o s s the dead body of C a r l y s l e . The o the r 
four closed in on Hardin and a most despe ra te fight e n s u e d . H a r d i n , 
clubbing with his gun, broke it the f i rs t blow over an I n d i a n ' s head , s e n d 
ing him off of the warpath forever ; wheeling on the next n e a r e s t h i m , he 
dealt him a furious blow with the b a r r e l of his gun, b r e a k i n g one of the 
Indian's a r m s . The other two fell back out of his r e a c h and c o m m e n c e d 
loading their guns . Hardin, seeing the disadvantage he was u n d e r , g rabbed 
Carlysle 's r i f le . The Indians, seeing this and knowing the gun had not been 
fired, broke for cover , Hardin fired on them as they went squa t t i ng through 
the grass and m i s s e d his a im. The Indians, as soon a s the gun was f i red, 
raised the yell and came back at h im . By this t i m e , the fel low tha t had 
the broken a rm had got on his feet, full of fight, shak ing h i s b loody f o r e -
top and bellowing like a mad bull . Three to one was m o r e than H a r d i n 
thought he could stand with his gun empty, and no r e s e r v e s to c a l l up. 
A re t rea t was in o rde r at this t ime , if eve r . To s t ay was to l o s e h i s 
scalp, almost ce r ta in ly . So off he went in the d i r e c t i o n of E l i z a b e t h t o w n , 
the three Indians in hot pursui t after h im. On and on they went , H a r d i n 
gradually gaining ti l l he thought he had put space enough b e t w e e n t h e m 
for him to load his r i f le as he ran , but to his d i s m a y , when he got the 
powder in and t r i ed the ball , he found it too large for C a r l y s l e ' s gun. 
No hope of shooting any of them now, so al l the chance he had left was to 
outrun them. During the t ime he had been trying to load h i s gun, the 
Indians were gaining on him and had got quite n e a r , so c lo se tha t the f o r e 
most one of them threw his tomahawk at his head, b a r e l y m i s s i n g h i m . 
With this hint he let himself out to his bes t l icks and soon widened the 
distance between them. They were now some eight o r ten m i l e s be low 
Elizabethtown and running a c r o s s open b a r r e n s . Off to h i s r i g h t , H a r d i n 
saw two hunters running in full speed towards t hem and he t u r n e d to 
meet them. The Indians were so intent in their p u r s u i t tha t t h e y did not 
see them. Soon they were nea r enough together for the h u n t e r s to f i r e . 
They dropped one of t h e m . The r epo r t was the f i r s t n o t i c e t he Ind ians 
had of their p r e s e n c e . The scene now changed. The two r e m a i n i n g I n 
dians were as anxious now to get away with their s c a l p s a s H a r d i n had 
been to save h i s . Away went the b raves and the t h r e e whi te m e n af ter 
them. All their guns were empty and no t ime to load t h e m . The i s s u e 
of battle now turned on the s t rength and swiftness of l e g s . Though the 
Indians had wasted a g rea t deal of their wind and s t r e n g t h in c h a s i n g 
Hardin, they st i l l showed good running qual i t ies . F o r m o r e than an hour 
they were able to keep out of reach of their f ierce p u r s u e r s . Hard in was 
completely blown, and the other two were near ly a s bad off. They ha l ted 
and loaded their guns, thinking that a ball might do what t h e i r l egs w e r e 
unable to do, to over take and stop a running Indian. T h i s d e l a y gave the 
Indians a s tar t that the whites could not overcome; ge t t ing on s o m e b roken 
ground they lost sight of them ent i re ly . Night was c l o s e by and the t h r e e 
held a brief council and agreed that the two hunters who be longed to the 
Elizabethtown Station should go back to that place and r a i s e a l l the m e n 
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and get on the t r a i l at l ight next m o r n i n g . Hard in was to go to Cap t . 
B i l l ' s Sta t ion and t u r n h i m and h i s m e n out to head off the Ind ians f r o m 
c r o s s i n g the r i v e r . The two p a r t i e s took t h e i r way. H a r d i n got to 
Cap t . B i l l ' s an h o u r b e f o r e day and r o u s e d the c a m p . When the f i e ry 
Cap ta in h e a r d the n e w s , a l l the fury of h i s n a t u r e was s t i r r e d up . 
C a r l y s l e was one of h i s old a s s o c i a t e s and f r i ends , a m a n he a d m i r e d 
on account of h i s m a n y good q u a l i t i e s a s a c i t i z e n , but m o r e on account 
of his c o o l n e s s and c o u r a g e , which Bi l l had seen t e s t e d m a n y . t i m e s . 
Without a m o m e n t ' s d e l a y , he c a l l e d out e v e r y m a n in h i s c a m p . He 
had e leven m o r e with h i m s e l f . Of t h e s e he sent five to d i f fe ren t po in t s 
on the r i v e r to s e e t ha t no Ind ians c r o s s e d . Of the r e m a i n i n g s ix , he 
sen t four to scout t he c o u n t r y on the r o u t e s the Ind ians g e n e r a l l y t r a v e l l e d 
in and out of the c o u n t r y . When a l l the d e t a i l s w e r e m a d e and t h e i r o r d e r s 
g iven t h e m , L i t t l e John found h i m s e l f s h o r n of h i s c o m m a n d and he r e 
duced to a c o m m o n p r i v a t e . B i l l took h i m and J a c k H a r d i n with h i m and 
moved off at h i s b r i s k e s t gai t to get on the t r a i l of t h e m a r a u d e r s . Though 
he had n e a r t h i r t y m i l e s to t r a v e l , b e f o r e noon he was on the t r a i l , though 
not f i r s t , for the m e n f r o m E l i z a b e t h t o w n , be ing n e a r e r , w e r e f i r s t on 
the ground and had begun the hun t . The t h r e e fol lowed with a l l the speed 
they could and soon t r a i l e d the p a r t y to the dead body of C a r l y s l e . The 
body had been s t r i p p e d of a new b u c k s k i n hunt ing s h i r t and s c a l p e d . The 
dead Indian had b e e n c a r r i e d s o m e d i s t a n c e off and c o v e r e d ove r with 
b r u s h and g r a s s . T h i s showed t h a t the Ind ians had spen t s o m e t i m e t h e r e 
d u r i n g the n igh t . T h e m e n f r o m E l i z a b e t h t o w n w e r e ahead of t h e m on 
the t r a i l , but not f a r , a s t h e i r t r a c k s w e r e f r e s h . B i l l looked at the 
m a n g l e d r e m a i n s of h i s f r i end and g r o u n d h i s t e e t h wi th r a g e . In husky 
w o r d s he s a i d : " C a r l y s l e m u s t be avenged f i r s t and t h e n d e c e n t l y b u r l e d . 
C o m e , b o y s ! " T h e s e w e r e h i s only w o r d s . Off he went at a speed tha t 
a h o r s e could h a r d l y have kep t up with h i m . Soon they o v e r t o o k the m e n 
in f ront . Bi l l put L i t t l e John to follow the Ind ian t r a i l and b r o k e up the 
squad in t w o s , d i r e c t i n g each the r o u t e to t a k e , and e a c h to go f o r w a r d 
a s fas t a s p o s s i b l e . T h e c o u r s e the t r a i l r a n would s t r i k e the Ohio R i v e r 
n e a r F l in t I s l a n d . He s t a r t e d four of the f a s t e s t m e n on the m o s t d i r e c t 
r o u t e to s t r i k e the r i v e r n e a r the i s l a n d , to take al l the g round they could 
on the r i v e r bank and w a t c h i t c l o s e l y . L a t e in the even ing the game was 
r o u s e d when Dan ie l P a y n e , one of Cap t . B i l l ' s m e n , s igh ted t h e m s o m e 
m i l e s above the m o u t h of S inking C r e e k . One of t h e m had on C a r l y s l e ' s 
hunt ing s h i r t and had h i s s c a l p dang l ing by h i s s i d e . P a y n e got a fa i r 
shot at h i m and k i l l ed h i m . The o t h e r s d a s h e d off t o w a r d s the r i v e r , but 
soon r a n in to the a r m s of a n o t h e r p a r t y and s h a r e d the s a m e fate of t h e i r 
c o m p a n i o n . T h e b r o k e n - a r m e d Indian could n e v e r be found; he p robab ly 
got back to the Wabash to t e l l the fate of the p a r t y . The r e m a i n s of 
C a r l y s l e w e r e b r o u g h t in and the f i r s t g r a v e dug at H a r d i n s b u r g . T i l l 
now the Cap ta in had not thought of a c e m e t e r y . He was m u c h p e r p l e x e d 
in laying off a spo t t ha t su i ted h i m . Af te r Walking and looking around 
for some t i m e , he s e t t l e d on the spot t h a t now holds h i s r e m a i n s . After 
r e s t i n g a day , C a p t . B i l l f u r n i s h e d J a c k a good gun and a supply of ba l l s 
and he s t a r t e d a lone for the F a l l s . 
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The s e a s o n was g r o w i n g la te and H a r d i n was thinking of whe re he would 
e s t a b l i s h h i m s e l f for the w i n t e r . He wanted to be in a pos i t ion that he 
could ava i l h imse l f of e v e r y oppor tun i ty that might offer to do mischief 
to the I n d i a n s . His ob jec t in ge t t ing back to the F a l l s was to organize 
a p a r t y of the m o s t d a r i n g m e n he could induce to c a m p with him and 
s e l e c t a p l a c e . On h i s a r r i v a l at the F a l l s , th ings had taken a turn that 
se t t l ed his p l a n s for the p r e s e n t , and in fact for a l l t i m e ; not only for 
h i m , but for a l l the r e s t of the fami ly tha t s e t t l ed in Washington County. 
I told you a t the beg inn ing of t h e s e s k e t c h e s that the m i s f o r t u n e s of the 
20th of M a r c h , 1780, b l a s t e d a l l the p l a n s of the fami ly for the time and 
was the c a u s e of t h e i r d i spe r s£ i l and g r e a t confusion tha t re igned s u p r e m e 
among t h e m for so long a t i m e ; and f ina l ly was the m e a n s of r e - a s s e m b l i n g 
and loca t ing t h e m . G e o r g e R o g e r s C l a r k had m a n a g e d to r e a c h the Indian 
t r i b e l iving on the u p p e r w a t e r s of the Wabash and induced a l a rge number 
of t h e m to come to the F a l l s for the p u r p o s e of hold ing a p e a c e talk and 
t r y i n g to m a k e a t r e a t y of p e a c e with t h e m . The Ind ians w e r e coming in 
in s m a l l squads when J a c k H a r d i n got t h e r e . Quite a n u m b e r of the Hardin 
fami ly w e r e g a t h e r e d in at t h i s t i m e , al l specu l a t i ng as to the consequences 
of the Ind ians be ing a l l owed to c o m e in to the c a m p s a round the Fa l l s and 
acqua in t t h e m s e l v e s wi th a l l the l o c a l i t i e s and d e f e n s e s . Not a man of 
t h e m had the s l i g h t e s t fa i th in any t r e a t y or p r o m i s e the Indians might 
m a k e . A fee l ing r a n t h r o u g h the whole of the H a r d i n t r i b e tha t mischief 
would g row out of t h e i r p r e s e n c e t h e r e . They w e r e in the b e s t mood for 
r e b e l l i n g and m u t i n y . When J a c k H a r d i n c a m e in and told of C a r l y s l e ' s 
d e a t h and h i s n a r r o w e s c a p e , showed t h e m h is head with the ha i r shot and 
b u r n e d off of i t , t h i s w a s " the f e a t h e r tha t b r o k e the c a m e l ' s b a c k . " They 
c o m m e n c e d d r u m m i n g t h r o u g h the c a m p s to en l i s t a f o r c e , pledged to 
shoot or d r i v e the I n d i a n s back to t h e i r d e n s . C l a r k soon got wind of th is 
and i s s u e d an o r d e r c o m m a n d i n g e v e r y b o d y to t r e a t h i s gues t s with the 
m o s t profound r e s p e c t , and t h r e a t e n i n g to inf l ic t heavy pun i shment on any 
tha t should have the h a r d i h o o d to v io la t e h i s o r d e r by i n s u l t i n g or in any 
way in ju r ing the p e r s o n s of one of t h e s e l a m b s he had c a l l e d in . Clark 
wielded a g r e a t i n f l u e n c e ove r the f r o n t i e r m e n . T h i s o r d e r f rom him 
s i l enced at once the g r e a t e r p o r t i o n of t h e m and c a r r i e d t h e m over to 
s ide with C l a r k and a g a i n s t the p a r t y d i s p o s e d to m u t i n y . The Hard ins , 
see ing how th ings s t o o d , qu ie t ly f o r m e d a club a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s and r e 
solved to a p p e a r c o n t e n t , and when the Ind ians a l l got In and Clark got 
under headway s ing ing p s a l m s to t h e m of the b l e s s i n g s of p e a c e , they 
would take to the bushes and c a n e b r a k e s , and shoot e v e r y o n e they could 
d r a w bead on. The only way t h e y thought and be l i eved to be at peace-
with the Ind ians was to k i l l t h e m . Clark , got enough of t h e m together 
to begin h is love f e a s t i n h i s counc i l w i g w a m . The H a r d i n s went to the i r 
d e v i l t r y in the woods and soon qui te a r o w was r a i s e d a round C la rk ' s 
e a r s by the chiefs charging h i m with per f idy in invi t ing t h e m in under p r e 
t e n s e of p e a c e whi le he had h is b r a v e s hid in the b u s h e s shooting them. 
In w i tnes s of what they sa id they p r o v e d that one had been kil led and 
ano the r c r i p p l e d on the f i r s t day of the love t a lk . C l a r k was not a man 
to be t r i f l ed wi th . He had an i d e a who was at the bottom of the t rouble 
and laid h i s p l ans to ge t h i s h a n d s on the o f fender s . His f i r s t step was 
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to quiet the Indians as much as he could. Next he put a number of men 
that he could t rus t to spy the movements of the Hardins . The t rap 
caught Jack Hardin the first day after it was set . He had gone out on 
the point between Bear g ra s s Creek and the Ohio, l ess than a mile from 
where the Gait House now s tands , had killed one of C la rk ' s pets and 
was dragging his c a r c a s s into the cane when he was caught by a par ty 
of Clark 's sp ies . They hur r i ed him down to Clark ' s headquar te rs and 
reported h im, A scene ensued. The Indians c lamored for him to be 
given up to them to be dealt with in their own way. A par ty fose up and 
swore that he should not be turned over to the tender merc i e s of the In
dians. Nor should Clark be allowed to punish him. Things got very hot 
all around. Clark announced that Hardin would have a fair t r i a l before 
a regular c o u r t - m a r t i a l , and that any man that dared to in ter fere would 
be shot. They all knew that he meant what he said, and that a majori ty 
of the fighting men would back h im. They now determined to do by 
strategy what they could not do by force, i . e . , get Jack out of C la rk ' s 
hands without bloodshed if it was possible for their ingenious men to do i t , 
Clark set the next morning for the t r i a l and ordered Jack put in the guard 
house, a smal l log cabin within the fort, to be safely guarded until he 
was wanted the next day. Jack as yet had had no chance of talking with 
his friends and was ignorant as to what their plans or purposes were . 
He knew that a big row was on hands and a good chance for bloodshed 
before Clark would inflict any punishment on him for killing the Indian, 
though he knew he had violated all ru les of war in doing the act when the 
Indians were protected by Cla rk ' s flag of t ruce . He quietly submitted 
to being led to p r i son , intending to take advantage of the f irs t chance that 
offered to free himself. Four men were stationed at the door to keep him 
company through the night. Late in the night one of his fr iends, Pa t r ick 
Payne, (Paine) managed to work his way into the cabin and informed him 
that Martin Hardin was making a r rangements for his rescue if Clark ' s 
court put any sentence of punishment of a d isagreeable na tu re . That the 
plan was to get him away, if poss ib le , without a fight; but if forced to the 
last r e so r t they would knock down the guards and let him out and fight 
their way to the woods. Paine gave him a tomahawk and told him in case 
he was sentenced, Mart in and others would a r range plans and clear the 
way for him to get out of the fort . Martin would give him the signal when 
all was ready by clapping his hands in front of the pr i son door . As soon 
as he saw the signal he must knock down any man that chanced to be in 
his way, get out of the works and into the cane-brakes on B e a r g r a s s , 
hide till night, then ineet Martin at a spring about three mi les up the 
creek , well known to him. During the night Martin a r ranged two plans 
and had twenty men ready for e i ther . One was to clear the way for Jack 
to escape by getting in the way or stopping any who might attempt to stop 
or pursue h im . The other was to dash suddenly on the guards , knock 
them out of the way, then in a body overr ide all that were in their way, 
make to the woods where they knew Clark would not attempt to pursue . 
Paine crawled out and Jack res ted easy. He had known from the first 
that the Hard ins , their kindred and friends would brave everything to get 
him out. He often said he prayed more fervetly that night for big Bill 



- 71 -

and Little John 's p resence than he ever did for his soul 's salvation. 
Not that he doubted the courage or ability of those present to rel ieve 
him, but he had a longing for their p r e sence . Morning came and Clark ' s 
drumhead court convened, Clark sitting as presiding judge. The 
pr isoner was brought in, -Clark stated the charge against him and asked 
him what he had to say to the charge . Hardin frankly told him that he 
killed the Indian, and would kill another one, t ruce or no t ruce , if he 
got a chance. The t r i a l was ended and the court ordered Hardin back 
to prison t i l l th ree o'clock that evening, when the court would announce 
the decision. In the in terva l all manner of rumors and speculations 
were afloat as to what the sentence would be . Three o'clock came and 
the court o rde red the p r i sone r brought in, Clark, in a very blunt and 
mil i tary way gave the opinion of the court , v is : That the defendant, by 
the law of war , had forfeited his life by killing the Indian, when said 
Indian was under the protect ion of a flag of t ruce . But in considerat ion 
of many brave deeds the defendant had done, the court would deal leniently 
with him, and instead of the death penalty they sentenced him to receive 
five hundred l a shes , to be paid in ten ins ta l lments of fifty daily at sun
r i se till the five hundred were dealt out, the f i rs t to be paid tomorrow 
morning. Thereupon the court adjourned, ordering the p r i soner back 
to the guard house . Mart in and company p repa red for the wors t . The 
men all took the places assigned them. Mordecai Lincoln began the dance 
with a bottle of r u m . Pretending that he wanted to t rea t Jack, he approached 
the guards, bottle in hand, and in his rolicking way proposed that all hands 
drink Jack ' s heal th . No backwoodsman was ever known to refuse a drink 
when offered. These fellows readi ly agreed to Lincoln 's proposal and laid 
hold of the bottle greedi ly . Lincoln was a great wag and could talk a fellow 
off his guard in a few minutes , especial ly if backed with a bott le . He soon 
got them all outside the door but one and managed to get between them and 
the door. While they were sucking away at the bott le, Martin Hardin gave 
the signal and in the twinkling of an eye Jack knocked down the guard that 
was still on the inside with his hatchet , and dar ted out like a shot. So 
quick was it done that Jack was half-way out of the fort before the guards 
that had the bottle knew what was going on. One of them made a lunge 
forward as if he meant to shoot, but Lincoln threw one of his legs in the 
way and threw him full length to the ground. Martin, Mark and all the 
r e s t got in the way so as to hinder pursui t till Jack got off. As soon as 
Jack ' s escape was known a big hubbub was raised throughout the fort. 
Clark came out foaming with rage and ordered every man concerned in 
the scrape a r r e s t e d and instant pursui t made after Jack. The Hardins 
(I include in speaking of the Hardins all their re la t ives and friends that 
acted with him) knew what was coming and had prepared for i t . They all 
had their a r m s in hand and were ready for any emergency. In answer to 
Clark ' s o r d e r s they Informed him that no a r r e s t s would be made without 
bloodshed and that no pursuing par ty after Jack would ever live to get 
back to the fort . With this announcement they left the fort in a body. 
Clark knew the men too well to think of trying to control them. The men 
of the fort, though disposed to obey Cla rk ' s o r d e r s , were mainly in 
sympathy with the Hardins , and not disposed to r isk their lives in trying 
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to prevent them from leaving the fort in peace. Clark, after the Hardins 
were some distance off, sent a runner after them instructed to say to 
them "that he had no intention of car ry ing out the sentence on Jack; 
that his seeming sever i ty was all feigned to conciliate the Indians that 
he might effect something with them, and invited them to return and 
stay until the Indians were disposed of and all would be hushed up." 
The Hardins sent word back to him that the insult he had offered them 
was i r r epa rab l e and that all his acts were void, as he had no authority 
to call the Indians Into the hear t of the sett lement to treat 'with them; 
that his act drumheading Jack was usurpation, and the summing up of 
the whole thing was that they were not coming back nor would they ever 
again recognize him as in any way their super ior . 

Here ended all friendship between Clark and the Hardins, Clark's 
troubles were not over with the depar ture of the Hardins. During the 
row that raged through the fort the Indians were not Idle spectators. 
They evidently enjoyed it hugely, thinking it would end in a fight and 
the whites would weaken themselves in it to such an extent that they 
would hold the balance of power and become mas te r s of the situation. 
But when they saw the Hardins set Clark at defiance and march out of 
the fort, they began to think things might turn out badly for them. They 
had learned to some extent the feelings of the Hardins toward them, and 
now they saw Clark could not protect them, from their deadly foes now 
running at l a rge in the woods and ready and more than willing to shoot 
everyone of them that showed himself. Night had set in and they were 
huddled in the fort demanding that Clark see them safe across the river 
immediately, that they might make t racks for their dens before the 
Hardins had t ime to c ros s and set ambushes for them. Clark tried in 
vain to a s su re them that they were safe and urged them to stay and p ro 
ceed with their talk of peace and good will . But the b raves ' only talk 
was that Clark see them safe in canoes and off from the Kentucky shore. 
Clark saw that all his hopes of a friendly talk were blasted, and he gave 
the orders to see his red b ro the r s on the other shore . Pel l -mel l they 
went, and as they touched the other shore , they vanished into the woods. 
Y/hile this muss was going on between Clark and the Indians, Martin 
Hardin had gone with his and Jack 's a r m s and ammunition to the spring 
agreed upon and found Jack already t he r e . They consulted where they 
should go to be safe ti l l the s torm blew over . They concluded to go 
first to the old camp on Salt River, and there lay some plans for the 
winter. They moved some distance that night in that direction and 
camped until next morning. The next day they reached the Salt River 
camp and made prepara t ions for staying as long as suited them. The 
main party camped that night on some high ground above Beargrass . 
The next day they broke up into smal l par t ies and scattered, some to 
one station and some to another. A few of them went to the salt works 
on Salt River; a bunch to Capt. Bil l ' s Station. Again the family was 
broken up in fragments and d ispersed without any plan and hardly a 
thought of set t l ing. A second time/had Jack ' s troubles rent them a-
sunder. Though he was the cause of all this trouble, it was the means 
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of reuniting and settl ing the family on one of the finest t r ac t s of land 
in Kentucky. Had this scrape of Jack and Clark not occurred, the 
Hardins in all probabil i ty would never have known of the fine land in 
what Is now Washington County. 

Martin and Jack spent severa l days at their camp hunting and dress ing 
skins for their winter clothing and bedding. When they were clad to 
their notion, being gentlemen of l e i su re , they concluded to take a walk 
of a few days ' durat ion up the country to see what d iscover ies ' they could 
make. They c rossed the r iver and t ramped up to the mouth of Rolling 
Fork , crossed that and le i sure ly passed through a par t of what is now 
Nelson and Marion Counties. They passed over and camped on what Is 
known to this day as the old Wickliffe fa rm. The repor t they, or ra ther 
Martin, gave of this section led Horse Racer Mark Hardin and Charles 
Wickliffe, the father of the family in Kentucky, to locate t he re . They 
strolled up Hardin 's Creek, so named from Horse Racer Mark making 
f irst location on it and building a station. They crossed over into what 
is now Washington County and passed a few miles above where Spring
field, the county seat, now s tands . They struck Pleasant Run near 
where the road from Springfield to Pe r ryv i l l e c r o s s e s i t . They were so 
delighted with all they saw that they determined to camp and make a 
thorough examination of the lands on the s t r e a m . They soon found a 
place that suited them and made a t empora ry camp, Their f i rs t rambles 
were up the c reek . In a few days , they blundered upon an old and de
serted station a few mi les above their camp. This was the f i rs t mark 
of man they had seen in al l the i r wander ings . Who had been there before 
them and where they had gone they had no idea. Afterwards, they learned 
that a man by the name of Sandusky had led a small par ty there and built 
the station severa l yea r s before and then abandoned It . After satisfying 
themselves on the upper pa r t of the s t r e a m , they turned down it , and 
the most beautiful country they ever beheld opened to their view. They 
were more and more enchanted; the far ther they went, broad sweeps of 
slightly undulating lands spread out before them, covered with pea vines 
and small cane. The growth of t imber , the finest they had ever seen; 
and what pleased them most , the country was swarming with game, from 
the buffalo down to the gray s q u i r r e l . The s t reams were alive with fish. 
They spent some days feasting on the beauties around them and de te r 
mined to build them a permanent camp in the hear t of this fascinating 
spot. They had found a cold, pure spring on a small s t ream that emptied 
into Pleasant Run, which they named Lick Run, because they had found 
a deer licking at the mouth of it, which suggested the name to them. They 
also named Pleasant Run the surroundings . These s t r eams bear the names 
they gave them to this day. But to their camp. The ground around the 
spring was all they could ask for forming a winter camp. On it was a dry , 
level sort of cove shel tered on two sides by a small bluff completely hidden 
by the t imber and smal l growth of spice wood and cane. They went to work 
with their hatchets and knives and soon with the help of poles , bark and 
switch cane, had themselves snug quar te r s for the winter and established 
themselves In i t . This camp was bout two and a half miles from Spring-
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f ield, n e a r the folks (forks ?) of Lick Run and about two hundred y a r d s 
f r o m the t u r n p i k e on the south s i d e , about one m i l e f rom w h e r e M a r t i n 
Hard in se t t l ed and spen t the r e m a i n d e r of h is d a y s . I have many t i m e s 
v i s i t ed the spot and c o n t e m p l a t e d the p l a c e as it was when the old 
h u n t e r s w e r e t h e r e . I have s c r a t c h e d up the c h a r r e d e a r t h w h e r e t h e i r 
camp f i r e s once b u r n e d ; have knel t on the r o c k s the i r k n e e s once p r e s s e d 
and d rank f rom the s p a r k l i n g s p r i n g w h e r e they once quenched the i r 
t h i r s t ; have s t r e t c h e d myse l f on the ground w h e r e the old m e n once 
s lept In t h e i r r u d e beds m a d e of l e a v e s and s k i n s ; have put my f ingers 
In the m a r k s m a d e by t h e m in the b a r k s of t r e e s with t h e i r t o m a h a w k s . 
Hours on h o u r s have I hung a round the spot with some th ing of a feel ing 
akin to a w e . I, when a round the old c a m p , could r e a l i z e that the m e n 
that once r e s t e d t h e r e had bui l t t h e i r l a s t c a m p f i r e , had fought t h e i r 
l a s t b a t t l e , and w e r e done with e a r t h f o r e v e r . It h a s been sa id that I 
a m an e n t h u s i a s t in m y a d m i r a t i o n of the m e n of that day . It m a y be so . 
I cha l l enge the wor ld to p r o d u c e t h e i r e q u a l s . 

They spen t the w i n t e r in r a m b l i n g s a r o u n d the c o u n t r y within a c i r c l e of 
t en m i l e s . Spr ing w a s now opening and t h e i r a m m u n i t i o n was runn ing 
s h o r t . It was now n e c e s s a r y that they should b r e a k up camp and find 
s o m e p l a c e w h e r e they could get a f r e s h supply , and they w e r e beginning 
to be anx ious to know what was going on with the outs ide w o r l d , t he i r 
k ind red and f r i ends in p a r t i c u l a r . It was now the l a t t e r p a r t of M a r c h . 
It had b e e n over four m o n t h s s ince they left the F a l l s , and al l th i s t ime 
they had not s e e n a h u m a n b e i n g . They knew they w e r e not fa r f rom 
H a r r o d s b u r g S ta t ion . N e i t h e r of t h e m had e v e r been t h e r e , but they 
knew they could find i t . So off they went, gues s ing t h e i r c o u r s e . They 
b lunde red about for s e v e r a l days and at l a s t found i t . T h e i r c a m p was 
about t h i r t y m i l e s s o u t h w e s t f r o m the s t a t i on . When they got to H a r r o d s 
b u r g they got news tha t opened a new page in the life of J a c k H a r d i n . He 
was told tha t h i s wife and c h i l d r e n had b e e n r a n s o m e d and w e r e p robab ly 
then at t h e i r old h o m e on the Monongahe l a . M a r t i n a l s o l e a r n e d that 
h i s b r o t h e r , Col . John , was expec ted about tha t t ime a t the F a l l s . They 
a l s o l e a r n e d tha t t h e i r k ind red w e r e suffer ing g r e a t u n e a s i n e s s on t h e i r 
accoun t , th inking they had b e e n k i l led by the I n d i a n s , a s no t r a c e of 
t h e m could be found at any of the s t a t i o n s ; a l so that the m e s s e n g e r who 
had come t h r o u g h hunt ing J a c k H a r d i n and R o b e r t s o n with the good news 
had gone back to m e e t J a c k ' s wife with the sad news tha t he and M a r t i n 
w e r e a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y l o s t . With h a s t e they p r e p a r e d to l e a v e , M a r t i n 
for the F a l l s and J a c k for the Monongahe la to m e e t h i s l o n g - l o s t wife . 
As soon as it was known th rough the s t a t ion who the n e w - c o m e r s w e r e , 
and the m a n that had m e t with s u c h g r e a t m i s f o r t u n e s , and m a d e such 
h e r o i c e f for t s to r e c o v e r h i s los t o n e s , was among t h e m and p r e p a r i n g 
for the long and lone ly jou rney be fo re h i m , al l t h e i r sympa thy was a-
r o u s e d and e v e r y p o s s i b l e a s s i s t a n c e was offered h i m in the way of h i s 
outfi t . F o r the f i r s t t ime s ince the c lo thes he had on when he lost h is 
a l l on. the 20th of M a r c h , 1780, had worn off of h i m , he was d r e s s e d 
in a decen t su i t . The good people" p r e s e n t e d him. with a new sui t of 
bucksk in m a d e by the women at the s t a t i on . One of t he s e good S a m a r i -
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tans gave him what was then a fortune in Kentucky, a new flax linen 
shirt , a luxury he had not enjoyed for a long t ime. In the f i rs t week of 
April, 1782, Jack and Martin pa r t ed . Jack took his f irst steps on his 
long and dangerous journey. Mart in set his face towards the Fa l l s . 
Jack laid his course on a bee line as near as he could guess for his old 
home on the Monongahela. He had full three hundred miles to pass over, 
through a solid wi lderness infested with bands of war- l ike Indians and 
wild b e a s t s . Among the beasts they had the bear and wolf to contend 
with, and these an imals at this season of the year were often more to 
be feared than the Indians. They were now fresh from their winter dens 
in a ha l f -s ta rved condition. The she ones, nursing their young, ravenously 
hungry, would at tack anything that would give them food. Another danger 
and great t rouble to be surmounted was the many water courses he had to 
c ros s , a number of them la rge , and at this time swollen and overflown 
from the heavy spr ing r a i n s . These he had to c ross by wading and swim
ming. He had to p a s s up through Kentucky to the lower point of West 
Virginia and t r ave l the entire length of that state to reach his place of 
destination. The ent i re route was s trange to him except a small portion 
on the Monongahela in the upper par t of West Virginia. With an iron 
determinat ion to overcome all difficulties, this man went on and on, day 
after day, t i l l the f i rs t of May, forcing his way through and over every
thing that opposed his p r o g r e s s . Hunting his way through an unknown 
wi lderness , swimming and wading the water courses as he came to them, 
often drenched with ra in , sleeping on the wet ground when not forced into 
the t r ees by the wolves, which was often the case . He had to depend upon 
the game he shot as he went for his suppl ies . When he would camp and 
str ike fire to b ro i l his meat the scent of the broiling meat would be sure 
to a t t ract the wolves if any were n e a r . One was enough to call up a host 
by his bowlings. With his fire and gun he could keep them at bay as long 
as he could keep awake. To sleep on the ground was to be eaten by the 
wolves. To sleep he was often compelled to ascend a t ree and form a 
bed for himself in the l imbs by cutting other l imbs and crossing them 
until they would b e a r his weight. In this way, he took many sound naps. 
A faithful r e c i t a l of all these difficulties and sufferings and privations 
he encountered on this t r ip , as he used to re la te , would fill many pages 
and would read like a romance . Few men of the present day believe that 
it was poss ib le for men to do what seemed to them impossibi l i t ies . But 
to the men that broke the way to Kentucky it was not only possible, but 
nothing ve ry r e m a r k a b l e , for such feats were common with them. 

In the fore p a r t of May, Jack Hardin reached the settlement on the 
Monongahela and learned that his wife had reached his ha l f -bro ther ' s , 
Nestor Hard in , who lived a day 's journey down the Monongahela in the 
edge of Pennsylvania ; that the messenge r sent, or ra ther volunteered, 
to go to Kentucky after him had re turned with the news of his trouble 
with Clark; of his and Mar t in ' s disappearance and the strong probability 
that they were dead; that his wife was mourning him as dead. The news 
of his a r r i v a l spread from cabin to cabin. The hardy men of the country 



76 -

rushed out to meet him and to hear of his adventures . A plan was soon 
made to c a r r y him the res t of the route in true backwoods way of triumph. 
The canoes along the r iver were manned and he was given a seat in one 
of the bes t . As they went down the r iver and the se t t l e r s heard the news, 
canoe after canoe was added to the fleet until the par ty grew large. These 
rough men had not forgotten to bring on board their canoes the first e s 
sential in their judgment to a grand jollification, all the jugs and bottles 
of rum they had on hand. These aids added to their rejoicings soon put 
thern in a high state of glee. On they floated, spreading the news on 
either shore as they went that a grand jubilee was on hand which was 
sure to enlist all those along the s h o r e s . Those that had no canoes took 
the neares t foot path to Nes to r ' s cabin. These runners got there long 
before the canoes and spread the good news that Jack Hardin was coming, 
escorted by near ly half the men on the r i v e r s for twenty miles up. A 
large pa r ty of men, women and children were collected on the bank in 
front of N e s t o r ' s cabin when the fleet of canoes rounded the bend above 
and the two pa r t i e s came in view of each other . The part ies in the canoes 
being well warmed up with the rum they had taken, set up a general yell, 
which was answered by the pa r ty on shore . Shout after shout was given 
and answered until the pa r t i e s met . In the midst of all this uproar, Jack 
Hardin and his wife met . They had par ted over two years before in a 
s torm of bat t le and death. Of thei r feelings at this meeting I have often 
heard her t ry to tel l , but she always broke down and failed. The people 
manifested their grea t joy at this (as they called i t) , "Jack and Mollie's 
second m a r r i a g e , " by engaging in a two days ' f rol ic . They brought In 
their best provis ions and drinks from the cabins around, and all hands, 
old and young, engaged in feasting, dancing and telling of their adventures. 
When their frolic was over , the old men proposed "that to finish the 
affair in grand style they must take steps to s ta r t the new couple to house
keeping." An empty cabin was offered by one of them which was gladly 
accepted. The old men led the way and all hands joined to make some 
repa i r s they deemed n e c e s s a r y . 

Young Hardins (I mean the descendants of the old people), don't elevate 
your heads if any of you ever read the following descript ion of the style 
in which your ances to r s went to housekeeping. I will tell all about it. 
I am older than any of you and I can bear to tell it without any fears of 
being lowered in good society. 

The cabin was built of round logs, covered with boards just high enough 
to allow the door to be cut under the eve, no floor or loft, a mud chimney 
reaching about half-way up one end of the cabin. The furniture was made 
up of the following a r t i c l e s : By driving a fork in the ground one post of 
the bedstead was formed. Then smal l poles were run from this fork to 
the cracks in the wall of the cabin; rough boards were put across from 
the long pole into the c racks of the wall and the bedstead was completed. 
One of the kindred gave a flax linen bed tick filled with straw, and another 
some qui l t s , and the bed was completed. Six three-legged stools were 
made for s e a t s . A long, rough slab was put up in one corner for a table. 
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One of the friends presented them with a five-gallon whisky keg to be 
used for a bucket by knocking one head out. Others furnished them the 
kitchen and table furni ture. It consisted of three tin cups, six pewter 
spoons, one long-handled frying pan which stayed in the family till 
about thirty yea rs ago, and one skillet . This was the entire outfit for 
housekeeping at th i s , their second beginning. When everything was 
fixed to their satisfaction and the pair installed in their palatial abode, 
surrounded with all the comforts I have enumerated, the good people 
went to their homes well pleased with all they had done and the grand 
frolic they had enjoyed. Jack and his wife were living together again. 
Each had passed through almost unheard of dangers and hardships . 
They were housekeeping, but in the very extreme of poverty. None but 
the stoutest of hea r t s could have forced away the dark cloud before them. 
The first steps they took in life Jack went to the woods to lay in a supply 
of provisions; she to a neighbor 's and bargained for a lot of flax and tow 
to spin on the s h a r e s , and to another and borrowed a wheel to spin on, 
shouldered them all and ca r r i ed her load home. Jack came In at night 
with, a load of game and found her spinning. The next day, Jack hired 
to a neighbor as a day laborer to get corn for bread. Thus they went to 
work and stayed at it to r e t r i eve their fortunes. 

After sketching Grandmother ' s r e lease from the Indians, I will return 
to Kentucky and follow the other member s of the family. 

The war was at i ts close and a general exchange of p r i sone r s was going 
on. Efforts were being made to get those the Indians held out of their 
hands. They refused to bring them in unless they were paid a ransom 
for them. The Br i t i sh authori t ies at Montreal and Quebec were very 
tardy and indifferent about them in every way and said they could take 
no steps to force their all ies to deliver them up; and as to paying a r a n 
som they had no o rde r s from headquar te r s . Some French gentlemen at 
Quebec, seeing how ma t t e r s stood, formed a club on their own account 
and responsibil i ty and opened up negotiations in the fall of 1781, through 
an agent at Montreal , with the Indians on the Sandusky River, and suc
ceeded in inducing them to bring a number of women and children into 
Montreal in the month of November. Among the number were M r s . Hardin 
and Mrs . Robertson. The p r i s o n e r s , as fast as received, were sent to 
Quebec. The Indians were paid a smal l sum for each in blankets, t r inkets , 
powder and lead, e tc . When they reached Quebec such as could travel to 
their homes through the winter weather were sent on; but those that could 
not were cared for at the expense of the kind-hearted French people. Of 
the latter number , Grandmother was one; she, being encumbered with two 
children, had to stay till some means of transportat ion offered to help her 
on to her old home. It was in Februa ry , 1782, that chance offered means 
for her to get to Philadelphia, the then seat of the new Government. When 
she got t he re , a number of the officers of the old Continental Army were 
the re , some that knew the family she belonged to. These men raised a 
small sum of money for her and found means to send her to her friends. 
Her liberation was known on the Monongahela long before her a r r iva l . 
Other p r i soners found their way to their old homes on the r iver early in 
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the winter and told them where she was . When It was known that she 
was f ree , the f i rs t Impulse of the family was that Jack Hardin must know 
it . Har ry Hardin, bro ther of "St i l ler" Ben, who had gone back to the 
Monongahela to settle some affairs of his and his b r o t h e r s , volunteered 
to go to Kentucky and find him. With what success I have a l ready told 
you. Martin Hardin left Ha r rod ' s Station at the same t ime that Jack did. 
He was very anxious to see his bro ther , Col. John. F i r s t , to allay all 
fears that the family had on his account, and second, to inform them of 
the fine country he and Jack had found on Pleasant Run. He took the 

most direct route to the F a l l s . On his a r r iva l there , he found Col. 
John in great t rouble on account of his and Jack 's supposed death and 
the dispersed and confused s tate he found the family in, all growing 
out of the trouble with Gen. Clark. None of them would for a moment 
obey any o rde r s from Clark d i rec t or emanating from him through 
o thers . They were scat tered in smal l bands for a hundred miles around, 
hunting and warr ing with Indians by way of recrea t ion . 

None of them had any thought of locating except Indian Bill and a. few of 
his near re la t ives . All the r e s t seemed to act and think that their 
miss ion in this country was war and nothing e l se . Their purpose of 
choosing homes on the fine lands had been lost sight of ent irely. And 
instead of enriching themselves and children by locating and taking p o s 
session of favorite s i tuat ions , they were wasting their s t rength and 
hazarding their l ives in defending the country while others sheltered by 
them from Indian bal l s were gobbling up the p r i ze . Martin found Col. 
John endeavoring to get them together for the purpose of making an 
organized location, where he had no settled idea. When Martin told 
him of his and J ack ' s d i scover i e s , Col. John saw his way through the 
difficulties surrounding h im. He knew that all the race had implicit 
confidence in Mar t in ' s judgment and that all that was now wanted was 
for Mart in 's r epo r t to reach them, and one and all would readi ly enlist 
to take possess ion of the country. Runners were sent to every point to 
call them together for a grand e n t e r p r i s e . Col. John was too shrewd 
to let the rea l purpose be known, for fear of the surveying pa r t i e s that 
were swarming through the country at that time in the employ of land 
speculating companies crowding in before them. He and Martin kept 
the r ea l purpose to themselves and let the idea go abroad that Col. John 
was fitting up a war par ty . As the news reached the pa r t i e s that Col. 
John was at the Fa l l s and wanted to get the Hardins and connections all 
together for a grand sec re t en te rpr i se , , and that Martin had turned up 
at the Fal l s alive and full of good news for them, their curiosi ty was 
aroused to know what ^ o l . John was planning and what Martin had found 
in his long r e t i r emen t and had to tell them of. All the preparat ions they 
had to make in o rde r to obey Col, John's summons was to tie on their 
moccasins and shoulder their r i f les . They were not encumbered with 
wordly goods, but like the tur t le they ca r r i ed their whole estate on their 
backs, and could be ready to move at a very short notice. In a short 
t ime, he got together all but those that were with Indian Bil l . Bill knew 
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not what C o l . John wan ted with h i m , but he knew that he had s o m e deep 
p l a n and tha t h i s i n f l u e n c e with the f ami ly was such that If he once got 
t h e m with h i m tha t he would have no diff icul ty In leading t h e m into any 
e n t e r p r i s e he w i s h e d . He was inv i t ed with the r e s t to be at the grand 
c o n c l a v e and join with t h e m , but ho r e f u s e d and se t about s topping all 
tha t he cou ld i n f luence and s u c c e e d e d In keeping a n u m b e r of them with 
h i m at and a r o u n d h i s s t a t i o n . About twenty of t h e m a s s e m b l e d at the 
F a l l s , c o n s i s t i n g of H a r d i n s , H a r d i n g s , P a i n c s , D a v i s e s , J a c o b Shively 
and J a m e s C a r l y s l e . I wil l a r r a n g e t h e i r n a m e s when I r e a c h t h e i r 
p e r m a n e n t s e t t l e m e n t in what i s now Washing ton , M a r i o n and Tay lo r 
C o u n t i e s . When a l l w e r e in tha t the Co lone l hoped to get t oge the r , he 
and M a r t i n e x p l a i n e d to t h e m the p r o j e c t they had in v iew. M a r t i n took 
the f loor and p a i n t e d in glowing c o l o r s the r i c h and beaut i fu l count ry he 
and J a c k had been in and e x p l o r e d . He knew what would p l e a s e t h e m 
b e t t e r t h a n f ine land - - the g a m e . On th i s subjec t he dwelt at l eng th . 
He u s e d to s a y tha t he could not he lp be ing m o r e d r a w n to the count ry 
h i m s e l f by the g a m e t h a n the fine l and . When M a r t i n had told a l l he 
knew and C o l . J o h n p r o p o s e d tha t t hey go in a body to M a r t i n ' s p r o m i s e d 
l a n d , s u r v e y it out and t ake p o s s e s s i o n of i t , one and a l l a g r e e d to s t a r t 
wi thout d e l a y . C o l . J o h n c a m e p r e p a r e d to s u r v e y and loca te l and . He 
w a s a p r a c t i c a l s u r v e y o r , and b r o u g h t h i s c o m p a s s and chain with h i m . 
He p r o p o s e d tha t t h e y go a s an o r g a n i z e d body, c a m p toge the r and each 
s e l e c t h i s lot of land a s he l i k e d . He would s u r v e y for t h e m all and a r 
r a n g e t h e i r s u r v e y s so a s to s e c u r e t h e m p a t e n t s . They would mu tua l l y 
w o r k t o g e t h e r in s u r v e y i n g , bu i l d ing c a b i n s , e t c . , to hold t he i r c l a i m s . 
All w a s s a t i s f a c t o r i l y a r r a n g e d and t hey moved off, p i lo ted by Mar t i n , 
o v e r n e a r l y the s a m e g r o u n d tha t he and J a c k had p a s s e d over the fall 
b e f o r e . T h e y t r a v e l l e d s lowly , e x p l o r i n g the coun t ry on each s ide of 
t h e i r l ine of m a r c h up Sa l t R i v e r , a p a r t of the B e e c h F o r k of Salt R ive r 
and t h e R o l l i n g F o r k . When t h e y r e a c h e d M a r t i n and J a c k ' s old camp in 
M a r i o n , on wha t i s now known a s the old C h a r l e s Wicliffe f a r m , they 
c a m p e d for a coup le of d a y s and m a d e a tho rough examina t i on of the land 
on H a r d i n ' s C r e e k and a p a r t of C a r t w r i g h t ' s C r e e k . While h e r e , Hor se 
R a c e r M a r k H a r d i n s e l e c t e d h i s land and m a r k e d out h is b o u n d a r i e s , 
s e l e c t e d h i s s p r i n g and p l a c e for h i s c ab in and fo r t . The p a r t y helped 
h i m to c l e a r off a p a t c h of a few r o d s s q u a r e , plant a few h i l l s of c o r n , 
cut p o l e s and bui ld a c a b i n . T h i s was the second Hard in s e t t l e m e n t in 
K e n t u c k y . M a r k had m a n y of the t r a i t s of Indian Bi l l and . In fact , of 
a l l the r a c e in t h i s p a r t i c u l a r . He , in s e l e c t i n g th i s loca t ion , i so la ted 
f r o m the r e s t of the f a m i l y , had the s a m e idea in h is head tha t p r o m p t e d 
Bi l l i n h i s H a r d i n s b u r g l o c a t i o n . He wanted to be the head of the s e t t l e 
m e n t and g ive i t h i s n a m e . Again h e , l ike B i l l , m u s t r u l e w h e r e he l ived , 
and , l ike B i l l , he n e v e r could b e a r to be o v e r s h a d o w e d by a n y ' m a n in 
a n y t h i n g . 

H e , whi le i n c a m p , saw tha t o l . John would not loca te on that c r e e k and 
the r e s t of t he p a r t y would follow hirn to P l e a s a n t Run. He knew to se t t le 
v/ith J o h n w a s to s tand s e c o n d in the l i s t , a s John was the r ecogn ized 
l e a d e r of t h e r a c e , He saw h i s oppor tun i ty to f ree h imse l f of the shadow 
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of the Colonel, and, without seeing Mar t in ' s Eden, planted himself at 
the head of an independent colony. His f i rs t step in fastening his name 
to the spot was by naming his location Hardin 's Station, and the creek 
Hardin 's Creek, which It bea r s to this day. Bill and Mark were not 
alone in this pa r t i cu la r of refusing to stand behind, or in the shadow of 
o thers . It belongs to al l the r a c e , and where the blood is mixed with 
other r aces they have, c lear back to their French ances to r s , backed 
each other, right or wrong, in everything; helped to build and hold up 
each other in honorable posi t ions; always ready to lead others but never 
ready to be led themselves by o the r s . As soldiers they have universally 
been brave , but never obedient to o rde r s from officers, no mat ter what 
grade the officer bo re . The whole race has been and is today rebell ious 
when placed under r e s t r a in t or in any way under the control of o thers . 
They a re ready to lend a helping hand in anything honorable without r e 
gard to pe r sona l danger or consequences . Ask one of them to come and 
he will come; order h im and he will not come; t ry to force him and you 
will get a fight. Mart in piloted the pa r ty to his and Jack ' s old camp on 
Lick Run. He found it as they had left i t , but it was too small for the 
present pa r ty . So the f i rs t thing to be done was to build a suitable one 
for the pa r ty to all stay in ti l l they had made permanent cabins . They 
had, in pass ing from Mark ' s set t lement to the camp, a distance of 
fifteen mi l e s to satisfy the most of them that they need not look for a 
bet ter location. The m a s s of them felt that they were at the end of 
their long and dangerous journey; that the dark cloud that had so long hung 
threateningly over them was passing away and that the dawn of r e s t , 
peace , plenty and domest ic happiness were opening before them, Here 
was to be their homes and their chi ldren 's homes . When their camp a r 
rangements v/ere completed, they spent some time in exploring the 
country around them before they commenced surveying. When they were 
satisfied with looking and planning, all of them were satisfied selected 
their location. Most of them were governed more by the springs and 
range than the quality of the land they located. The first survey made 
was Col. John 's famous thousand-acre t r ac t . This fine t r ac t is located 
in a long square about two mi les from Springfield. On this he built his 
house. He made a number of other su rveys . On the west of him his 
brother Mart in located. On the nor theas t of him Short Har ry and John 
Davis located. On the southeast "St i l ler" Ben Hardin and John Summers , 
whose wife was a s i s t e r to "St i l ler" Ben; John Hollett, whose wife was 
Hannah Harding; Samuel and Jonathan Paine , Flat Head John Hardin; 
Jacob Davis, whose wife was Nancy Hardin, a s is ter to "Sti l ler" Ben. 
And above the Colonel ' s , on Pleasant Run, Daniel and Pa t r ick Paine . 
These compr ised the f i rs t occupants of the land on Pleasant Run and the 
Beech Fo rk . Others of the race soon followed and located with him. 
While these locations were being made a squad, embracing the Harding 
wirg, led by Thomas Harding, c rossed the country south to the Rolling 
Fork , near where Raywick, in Marion County, now s tands . Here Stephen 
Hardin and seve ra l others found land, game and range to suit them and 
selected the i r locat ions . Thomas Harding, his brother Abraham, Jacob 
Shively and J a m e s Car lys le not being pleased, crossed over Muldrough's 



- 81 -

Hill, an a rm of the Cumberland Mountains that sweeps down the Rolling 
Fork , into what is now Taylor County, explored the country around 
where Campbel lsvi l le , the county seat now stands, on P i tman ' s Creek, 
and found all they thought they wanted, r ich land, fine, bold springs of 
pure cold water and the woods alive with all kinds of game. They s e 
lected their locations and blazed them out with their hatchets . The 
Hardings went back to the camp on Pleasant Run and joined In with the 
r e s t in building cabins and s tar t ing the Improvements , At the close of 
the year they had provided cabins on all thei r c la ims and considered 
themselves not only wel l - to -do , but r ich. . What astonished them most 
was in all their ramblings through the country they had seen no signs 
of Indians or t r a c e s such as Indians make on their routes of t r ave l . 
This led them to think that a fort was not needed and that they could 
with safety bring their wives and chi ldren to their new homes . The 
families of all these men were st i l l on the Monongahela, in Virginia 
and Pennsylvania. The d i s a s t e r of the 20th of March, 1780, had warned 
them of the danger their wives and chi ldren were exposed to on the road 
to Kentucky, and of the inabil i ty of the men to defend them. They knew 
that if the men that were p r e s e n t at the d i sas te r failed to protec t their 
wives against the Indians , o thers had bet ter not try the experiment by 
exposing them to the dange r s they were cer ta in to have to face on their 
way and after their a r r i v a l . 

They made the best provis ions they could for their famil ies in their old 
homes and left them t i l l they could c lear the Indians out of the way and 
made what they called a s t a r t in the country. . This s t a r t was to find a 
place that suited them in the woods and build a camp or cabin where 
water and game were plentiful. These points secured, they considered 
themselves ready for housekeeping. The descr ipt ion of these cabins our 
forefathers built and lived so comfortably and independently in may not 
be amis s . I have seen and examined a number of thern. Many of them 
were standing in a s tate of good p rese rva t ion long after my day. I was 
born in one of them that was built in 1792. The old men and their 
children had grea t venera t ion for them. They watched over them and 
kept them standing as long as it was poss ib le . A descript ion of one will 
suffice for all , as they were all near ly exactly the same pat te rn . They 
were , as a genera l thing, s ixteen feet square , built of round white oak 
logs, one s tory high, covered with four-foot boards . The boards were 
held on and in place with poles long enough to reach from end to end. 
These were called weight po les . The s tory was built high enough to give 
good room for dancing under the left, as the upper floor was called. 
This loft answered many pu rpose s . It was bedroom, s tore room, ward
robe; in fact, a p lace for everything. It was made by placing strong 
poles five feet apar t a c r o s s from wall to wall. The floor was made by 
splitting out broad s labs five feet long and dressed off and fitted with 
their axes and ha tche t s . The lower floor, the same as the upper, one 
door usually on the south, one window opposite the door; this was made 
by cutting out one log as high up as- possible for fear that the Indians 
might peep in. This window was general ly one foot square and was 
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closed with a thick block of wood so a r ranged that it could be securely 
fastened when they wished. The door was made of broad, heavy slabs 
hewn out genera l ly th ree inches thick. These slabs were strongly 
fastened together by doubling other s labs ac ros s them and pinning them 
well together . The hinge, for they r a r e l y ever had but one, was a s t rong 
piece of t imber pinned on the edge or side longer than the door; each end 
was securely set in the logs above and below so it would have the s t rength 
to res is t heavy blows. The door and all around the walls were perforated 
with loop holes about four Inches long and two inches wide to shoot through 
in case of an attack. These holes were so stopped that they could only be 
opened from the ins ide . The chimney was built of logs. The backs and 
jambs were walled with rock up to the funnel, which was made of s t icks 
and clay. Such was the abodes of the lathers and mothers of the country 
at that t ime. The i n t e r i o r of these cabins showed In their furniture and 
finish that famil ies can l ive , p rospe r and ra i se sons and daughters fitted 
for any station in life without the luxuries now thought indispensable . F r o m 
these rude cabins , that contained nothing but the most crude a r t i c l e s , and 
but few of them, such as the backwoodsman could hew out with his ax, 
emerged a r ace of men and women equal in refinement and far super ior 
physically and mental ly to any race that ever spring from the lap of luxury. 

I have closely watched the r i s ing men and women for the last forty ye a r s 
and have seen twenty grow to eminence - - in the pulpit, at the bar , in the 
science of medicine and in the legislat ive halls of state and nation, to one 
that reached mediocr i ty t h a t was r e a r e d in luxury and ease . The t rue m a n 
hood and womanhood r e s t s with what Is commonly called the middle c l a s s . 
Here Is where the men and women of t rue worth and mora l s come f rom. 
Compare the men and women that lived the f irs t fifty yea rs of the p resen t 
century, these that were r e a r e d in the cabins I have been describing - -
compare them with the r a c e that has come and is coming on the stage 
since 1850. Measure t hem mora l ly and mentally In every station of life 
and see how the cabin c l a s s will loom above those that have slept in fine 
mansions and enter ta ined in grandly furnished p a r l o r s . We have no such 
intellectual giants , nor the p romise of thern, as the la t ter par t of the las t 
century and the f i r s t of the p re sen t produced. Why, then they were self-
reliant; now they a r e p a - a n d - m a - r e l i a n t . They get through college with
out an education and a re too lazy and proud to apply themselves to any 
study or bus iness ; waste in dissipat ion, debauchery and idleness and 
savings of the i r fa thers ; sink down to pauper ism, dragging with them 
those dependent on them. The men and women of the cabins taught the i r 
sons and daughters to be both self-confident and reliant in their own 
ability to overcome and r ide over every obstacle they might meet in the 
path they chose to walk In, This i ron will to accomplish their undertakings 
and self-confidence c a r r i e d these men of the cabins to the highest rounds 
of the ladder of fame without r ings of honored kinsmen to bolster them up, 
or of money and often without education. The pa-and-ma c lass , equally 
endowed by na tu re , go to their g raves unknown to the world, unwept for 
by those that know them and are forgotten or only remembered for their 
v ices . 
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I must get back to my n a r r a t i v e . When the cabins were completed, the 
surveys made and marked , these bold woodsmen were at their rope 's 
end. Thei r cabins were built, but they had nothing in them or tc put in 
them. Their wives and families were hundreds of mi les away and but 
few of them had any means of bringing them to their new homes or of 
getting them to themselves without great danger and hardship. Then 
again, if they had their famil ies there in their cabins they would have 
nothing e lse in them. The most of them had left but little at home, and 
that l i t t le In mos t cases had been used in their absence in Kentucky. 
They had all been in the Continental Army, and some of them as long as 
five y e a r s ; o thers two, th ree and four years , before they came to Kentucky. 
Col. John, Mart in and H o r s e - r a c e r Mark were all of the par ty that had 
anything of much value left at home. Another trouble was, they had no 
h o r s e s , catt le or other stock, no farming implements of any kind and 
nothing to buy them with. You will say they were in a s t ra i t . How to 
overcome all these difficulties that looked so formidable before them 
required al l the i r ingenuity. A long counsel was held and many plans 
proposed; but talk and plan as they would, the bone still remained. They 
wished to bring the i r famil ies out the next spring. After long talking they 
settled it thus : That they all combine their strength and build one boat 
large enough to c a r r y all the colony and the smal l plunder of the famil ies ; 
that half the pa r ty should stay to watch the cabins and hunt and lay in a 
large supply of provis ions and skins for the new-comers ; the other half 
would go home and come back as ear ly next spring as it was possible. 
Col. John did not propose to bring his family so soon, but volunteered 
to bear his pa r t of the expenses of getting the families through. Those 
that had h o r s e s , plows, hoes , e tc . , were to contribute the use of them 
to those that had none ti l l they could supply themselves . There were 
severa l unmar r i ed men among them and two that were disabled by wounds 
from making the long walk back to the Monongahela. These were Thomas 
Harding, who was wounded on the Scioto, and Clement Gillihan, who had 
a musket ball in his hip which he received in the ear ly par t of the revolu
tion. They were voted to stay. Daniel and Pat r ick Paine and Stumpy 
Mark Hardin (a b ro ther of Sti l ler Ben) had no wives. They were to stay. 
Three m o r e were drafted; the lots fell on Jacob Davis, John Hollett and 
Stephen Hardin. Col. John Hardin went back to the Fal ls to finish the 
plats of the surveys he had made and take the necessa ry steps to secure 
legal t i t les to thei r lands . With high hopes the party bound for the Mononga 
hela set out on their long journey. Many of them had been in Kentucky 
over two y e a r s facing danger and hardships every hour of the t ime, often 
engaged in deadly combat with Indians, where to be vanquished was to die . 
Their cabins built and they were going home for their wives and children 
to put in them. On and on over hills and r ivers these hardy men sped, 
their loved ones before them, their cabins and rich lands behind them. 
The toil of cl imbing hill and swimming r ive rs and the dangers of lurking 
Indians were nothing to them. They reached the Big Sandy River without 
any t roub le . Here they fell in with a strong party of Indians who had been 
plundering some of the se t t l ements . A lively fight was the fruits of the 
meet ing. The Indians were soon cleared out of the road, leaving three of 
men on the ground. In the affray Abe Hardin and John Davis were wounded, 



- 84 -

not ser iously, but disabled f rom walking. Fortune favored the par ty . 
As the Indians had seve ra l stolen h o r s e s with them, and one of these 
got loose from them during the fight and our pa r ty succeeded in catching 
i t , the horse was appropr ia ted to c a r r y the two crippled men the r e s t of 
the t r ip . They had no fur ther t roub les and reached their old home about 
the first of November , 1782. A grand reunion took place. Their kindred 
and friends flocked in to see them and hear thern tell their many ad
ventures . Many of the p a r t i e s found their families in utter dest i tut ion. 
They had from t ime to t ime been forced to part with piece after piece 
of their scanty p rope r ty to buy n e c e s s a r i e s of life till all was gone; some 
of their family had been imposed upon and robbed by greedy sha rks , in 
their hour of want. These fellows were brought to account for their m i s 
deeds in short o rde r and made to wear sore heads and black eyes for 
their sins and to r e s t o r e the i r i l l -got ten gains to their proper owners . 
As soon as the season of re jo ic ing was over the pa r ty went to work bui ld
ing their boat and making other p repa ra t ions for their move in the spr ing , 
I have omitted to ment ion in i ts p rope r place the absence of Col . John 
from the par ty while the cabin-bui lding was going on. The news reached 
their camp of the d i s a s t e r of Blue Lick and of Gen. Clark 's efforts to 
r a i s e a strong force to follow and punish the Indians on the Miami and 
Scioto r i v e r s . Col. John wished very much to lead his colony in a body 
with Clark; but the q u a r r e l with Clark still rankled in their minds and 
not one of them would s e r v e under h im. In September, Col, John left 
alone for C la rk ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s at the mouth of the Limestone. Having 
no command, Clark appointed h im Q u a r t e r m a s t e r . On the r e t u r n of the 
expedition he came back to P l e a s a n t Run. This was f i rs t act as a soldier 
In Kentucky that I have any t r ad i t ion of. This was in September , 1782. 

NUMBER X (Page 197 book) 

I will now follow the Hard ins back to Kentucky and tell you of their dange r s 
and hardships in the f i r s t yea r of their set t lement in their new homes in 
the woods. Ear ly in the spr ing of 1783, their prepara t ions being c o m 
pleted, they set out on thei r r e t u r n to Kentucky. How many of them 
brought their famil ies out at this t ime I am not able to state. I only 
r emember cer ta in ly the following. I will t ry to distinguish the famil ies 
so you will know whom I m e a n . F i r s t of all I will take the family of 
Stiller Ben, he being the oldest of the family and the recognized leader of 
that branch. He came out at that t ime , was not mar r i ed then, but soon 
after mar r i ed Miss El izabe th Cla rk , a re la t ion of Gen. Clark. His b r o t h e r 
Harry , known for d is t inct ion as Short Ha r ry , was mar r i ed ; his wife was 
a Miss Davis . He brought his family. Stumpy Mark, another b ro the r , 
came. He was never m a r r i e d , but spent his life a bachelor. He did not 
settle in Washington County, but helped the r e s t of the family to make a 
s ta r t , and then some t ime about 1790 he settled in what is now Henry 
County, near Newcas t le . Two s i s t e r s of Stiller Ben came out, M r s . Nancy 
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Gilllhan, wife of Clement Gillihan, and Mary Summers , wife of John 
Summers . John Davis brought his family. His bro ther , Jacob Davis, 
with his wife, who was Susan Paine; Samuel, Patr ick and Daniel Paine , 
three b r o t h e r s . The two former were mar r i ed and brought their wives . 
Among them came Sallie, a daughter of Samuel Paine . She soon became 
the wife of Thomas Harding and was my grandmother . This Paine family 
became so linked by m a r r i a g e with the Hardins , Hardings and Davises 
that they were reckoned one of the b ranches . They reckoned themselves 
as a party to everything that concerned any of the other three famil ies . 
They were b rave , en te rpr i s ing , high-toned men. They were cousins 
to the renowned Tom Paine , but did not second his infidelity. Of the 
family of Hardings , Abraham and Stephen brought their wives. My i m 
press ion is thatLIndian Bill and his bro ther brought their families out 
at this t ime , though I am not s u r e . None of the families of Col. John 
Hardin 's b ranch came unless his b ro ther , Horse -Race r Mark, did. 
Mark ' s family came before the r e s t , but when, I am not cer ta in . Those 
of the pa r ty that did not move their wives out came back themselves and 
brought all the working force and p roper ty they could to improve their 
lands . Some of them owned neg roes . Among them the Davis b ro the rs 
each brought seve ra l with them. Col. John, Martin and Mark all had 
Negroes at work on thei r land in 1783 and 1784; and William Robertson, 
whose wife was a s i s t e r of Col. John; her name was Mary. She had been 
m a r r i e d to Robert Wickliff. He died and she mar r i ed a second t ime. 
She had no chi ldren. Robertson had Negroes on his land adjoining Col. 
Hardin severa l yea r s before M r s . Robertson came out. Here I think 
best to make some explanation as to this name. I have had a great deal 
to say about the Robertson that lost his wife and children on the 20th of 
March, 1780. He was a bro ther of this William Robertson, and the cap
tured wife was re la ted to the Hardins . While I am running at large I will 
devote some space to the Negroes and tel l what I know of them and their 
m a s t e r s and m i s t r e s s e s . I have seen it in print and it has gone to the 
world as h is tory that Col. John Hardin and his family moved to Kentucky 
on account of the emancipating law or act of the state of Pennsylvania; 
that when the line between Pennsylvania and Virginia was cor rec ted and 
establ ished, they were on the Pennsylvania side. The implication of 
what I have seen is that if they stayed in their old. homes they would lose 
their Negro p roper ty and defraud those that were entitled to their f r ee 
dom under the gradual emancipation act and save others that might be 
born under i t . They hur r i ed away to Kentucky. Now to clear those 
noble old men and women of all such implication or shadow of it, I will 
te l l how I know these Negroes were t rea ted . Col. John had a number of 
them that were sca t te red among his children. Charles Wickliff had some, 
and Barnabas McHenry some that I knew. Martin Hardin brought two 
and Mrs , Rober tson three to the country that I knew. Now so far were 
those honest people from defrauding these ignorant, helpless slaves out 
of their f reedom, they were fully told of their rights by birth under the 
act of Pennsylvania, and when they would attain the age the act p r e 
scr ibed, nothing was kept from them. The first of these Negroes that 
came of age belonged to M r s . Robertson, now a widow, Robertson having 
died. She regu la r ly emancipated them In compliance with the act of 
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Pennsylvania. She freed th ree , one man, named J im, and two women, 
named Estor and Sal l ie , with their chi ldren. 

She had them comfortable homes built on a par t of her land and secured 
It to them for and during their l ives . The next was Martin Hardin. He 
had a man named Pe t e r and-a woman named Juda; these he set free and 
settled them on a good fa rm of fifty ac re s of land and furnished them all 
the necessa ry things to make the i r own living. Next was Barnabas 
McHenry; he had two men, Har ry and Spencer . These he furnisjhed good, 
comfortable homes on a good, productive farm with stock and tools to 
work It. The above I know. I knew all of them, have been on their f a rms 
and in their houses many t imes , and these Negroes lived comfortably in 
thei r homes their old m a s t e r s and m i s t r e s s e s provided for them ti l l they 
died of old age, except Ha r ry and Spencer McHenry; these, after the 
death of the McHenry family in 1833, had to move. They went to Iowa. 
Mark Hardin and Wickliff t rea ted their s laves in the same kind and humane 
way. 

I have wandered a long way from my subject, but I hope you will appreciate 
my motive In doing so. 

I will now t ry and keep along with the re turning pa r t i e s , for they formed 
into two p a r t i e s . The fami l i es , with all the plunder that could not be 
ca r r i ed on p a c k - h o r s e s , were loaded on the boat to be floated to the F a l l s , 
The imigrants had gathered all the horses they could; these were loaded 
with as much plunder as they could conveniently ca r ry ; some twelve or 
fifteen horses in a l l . The mos t experienced boatmen were allotted to the 
boat under the command of Stil ler Ben Hardin. The land or pack-horse 
company, as they called i t , was made up of the mos t active and expert 
woodsmen under the leadersh ip of John Davis . In March, 1783, the par t i es 
bade farewell to the i r old homes on. the Monongahela and s tar ted for Ken
tucky, none of them bringing any money or p roper ty of much value; most 
of them not one hundred dol la rs worth of wordly goods. But they all had 
fortunes s tored away In the i r strong a r m s , indomitable wills and dauntless 
courage. These quali t ies c a r r i ed them through and over poverty, danger 
and every conceivable hardship and finally enabled them and their chi ldren 
to r e s t in peace and plenty. The par ty that descended the r i ve r had the 
good fortune to r each the Fa l l s without any accident or trouble with the 
Indians. They reached the Fa l l s about the f irs t of April and at once made 
their p repara t ions to t r anspor t their famil ies and effects to their cabins. 
This was no easy m a t t e r , as they had no means of t ranspor ta t ion only on 
their backs. The plunder they could c a r r y was made in packs of twenty 
to fifty pounds. These packs were allotted to each in proport ion to their 
s t rength to c a r r y , a d is tance of sixty-five mi les through an unbroken 
wi lderness , and this at a season when the water courses were at spring 
t ide . Their plunder that could not be c a r r i e d was stored away to await 
the coming of the p a c k - h o r s e s . The a r rangements all complete, they 
each shouldered his or he r pack, and the toi lsome m a r c h through the 
woods began. Though the dis tance is now traveled in three hours , these 
imigran ts were two weeks in ranking the t r i p . They were scarcely out of 
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hearing of the Fa l l s when the douds gathered and tor rents of r a i n poured 
down on them. This was a sma l l mat te r with the men, but a v e r y s e r i o u s 
thing with the women and chi ldren, who were not accustomed to i t . The 
par ty was compelled to camp and make such shelter as they could for 
their protec t ion . The r a in was a genera l one and lasted s e v e r a l days . 
When fair weather came to their relief and the party and the i r packs 
were dried out, they were stopped every few miles by the overflown 
lands and water c o u r s e s . These they crossed , the small and fordable 
onesby the men wading and ca r ry ing the women and children and packs 
on their backs . The s t r e a m s that were too deep to wade, they built raf ts 
to c ross on. These c ros s ings were t o be made every few m i l e s , and often 
at great labor and r i s k , fo r the s t r e a m s they had to c ross had a ve ry heavy 
fall and flowed with a heavy c u r r e n t that rendered them dangerous and 
difficult to c r o s s . In addition to the difficulties with the e l e m e n t s , woods 
and waters , the men had to scout the woods to guard against the Indians 
and kill game for p rov i s ions for the par ty . It was near the f i r s t of May, 
1783, when the pa r ty reached the i r cabins on Pleasant Run and these 
women and chi ldren were the f i r s t of thei r race that set foot on P l e a s a n t 
Run soil. The exposure and ha rdsh ips these women and ch i ld ren had 
passed through in getting up f rom the Fal l s had ser iously affected the 
health of most of them. They were in their new homes, sick and without 
medicine or anything in the shape of comfort. The men that had been 
left to guard the cabins and hunt game had passed the winter undis turbed 
by Indians and had been ve ry successful in killing game, drying mea t and 
dress ing sk ins . They had an abundant supply, such as it was , to answer 
all their wants for the y e a r ; but mea t and skins for moccas ins and clothes 
were all . They had no cow to give them milk, no sugar , t ea , coffee, no 
salt or pepper , no b read and nothing to make it out of; no cooking v e s s e l s 
but frying pans and sharpened s t icks to roas t their meat on before the 
f i re ; no soap, wash- tubs or flat i r o n s ; very few clothes to wash If they 
had the means to wash them. They had the greatest plenty of m e a t , wood, 
water , a i r , chills and fevers and an abundance of good land. Not a h o r s e , 
hog, cow or sheep was in the colony. No domestic fowls, no vege tab les 
or fruits of any kind. They had these in prospect , though, for they had 
brought the seeds with them. But "where there is a will the re i s a way. " 
These people saw the mountain before them and boldly p r epa red to c l imb 
it . The men sharpened the i r axes and hoes and v/ent to cleaning away the 
woods and planting seed; the women to arranging neces sa r i e s and comfor ts 
about their cabins , such as women alone can devise from seemingly 
nothing, and making hunting s h i r t s , leather breeches , b e a r - s k i n caps 
for the men out of the rougher sk ins , and of the finer, softer ones they 
made d r e s s e s for t hemse lves and chi ldren. One of the devices of these 
women to supply the i r fami l ies with linen for underwear is worth p r e 
serving. They had no flax, hemp or cotton to spin and they began a 
sea rch for a subst i tute among the wild weeds and the bark of tjrees. They 
found to their g rea t sa t isfact ion that they could make thread and linen from 
two sources . The inner bark of the lynn t ree , peeled and well soaked, 
would separa te from the outer ba rk , and after being well pounded became 
soft and s t rong as flax. Of this they made strong, good thread for sewing 
and a coarse linen for s h i r t s . The other substitute was the ne t t l e . This 
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they pulled when in bloom, arming themselves with buckskin gloves so 
they could handle it . The nettle was t rea ted the same as flax, sp read 
out to dry and rot and the lint d r e s sed . The nettle made a softer , be t t e r 
linen than the lynn. Of these substi tutes for flax and cotton, some of the 
ear ly br ides were d r e s s e d in and proudly boasted that she had pul led 
the nettle, d re s sed the lint, spun, wove and made the wedding suit all 
herself while her lordly husband, rigged out In buckskin, thought none 
the less of his br ide and was ready to shoot any man that would not 
swear that his "gal" was the smar t e s t "gal" in all "Kalntucky- " 

The pack-horse pa r ty was severa l weeks la ter getting home. The h igh-
waters had detained them; and another cause of delay, they had o v e r 
loaded their hor,ses in their anxiety to c a r r y as many n e c e s s a r i e s as 
poss ib le . They had made but a few days t ravel till their ho r ses began 
to give out on them and they were compelled to camp and re s t t h e m . 
With these r e s t s and delays on account of swollen s t r eams they were a 
full month in getting through. This loss of time was a severe blow to 
the new se t t l e r s , for they were depending on these horses to plow up 
thei r land and to bring up their farming tools and seed corn f rom the 
F a l l s . But few of the h o r s e s were fit for any kind of work and had to 
be turned out on pas tu re for severa l months to gather flesh and s t reng th 
sufficient to be of any use . None of them were in condition without some 
days res t to make the t r ip to the Fa l l s and bring back a heavy load. By 
the time their plows, seed corn, e tc . , were gotten home the s e a s o n was 
so far advanced that they could do no more than plant each a few acres" 
of corn and a smal l quantity of pota toes . The corn did them but l i t t le 
good, for as soon as it was in good roas t ing e a r s , the wild a n i m a l s , 
par t icular ly the bea r , robbed them of it. All they got of it was enough 
for seed the next y e a r . They passed, the remainder of the year in c l e a r 
ing land, fencing and building cabins . Winter coming on, the men busied 
themselves , par t of them in making salt at Bull i t t ' s Lick, while the r e s t 
guarded the set t lement and killed game for the winter supply of m e a t . 
While they were thus separa ted a band of Cherokee Indians, p a r t of a 
t r ibe that lived between the Cumberland and Tennessee r i v e r s , b lundered 
onto the sett lement and stole some of their best h o r s e s . The Indians 
made no attack on the s e t t l e r s , got their ho r ses and made off toward, 
what is now known as Muldrugh 's Hill . The Indians had managed so 
cautiously that the Hardins had no suspicion of their p r e sence t i l l they 
had the horses and were gone. It was by m e r e chance that they knew 
where their ho r se s went. Stephen Harding and Daniel Paine happened to 
be on a hunt up on the head of P leasan t Run and met the par ty s q u a r e , 
face to face in a buffalo t r a c e , leading over from Pleasant Run to the head 
of Pope 's Creek, in what i s now Marion County. The Indians, a s soon as 
they saw Harding and Pa ine , charged on them at full speed. They f i red 
their guns on them and t r ied to re load, but the Indians had a c l ea r road 
and galloped off. Harding and Paine knew the horses and hastened to the 
sett lement, but found al l quiet t he re . F r o m these men the s e t t l e r s got 
the first news of their l o s s . This was the first inroad any Indian had 
made on the se t t lement . At no time previous had there been any signs 
of them. Tire colony could have been murdered in detail by this band. 
They felt so ent i re ly secure that they had ceased to even notice for t r acks 
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or heed any unusual no ise . When Harding and Paine told them of their 
loss they could not at f irst believe that Indians had prowled through among 
them and robbed them and had gone without their knowing it; but a search 
of the woods revealed signs they well knew to be made by Indians, The 
f i rs t thing thought of was to follow their t r a i l and retake their horses and 
get the Indians ' s ca lps . B„ut the Indians were a full day's ride away and 
on better hor ses than they could mount, so to let them go was all they 
could do. This Incident had a good effect for awhile. They kept strict 
watch, but no Indian t racks appearing, they relaxed their watcji and were 
again robbed by these same Indians. Nothing worthy of note occurred 
until the next spring, 1784. During the month of May the settlement was 
thrown into a whirl of excitement by the appearance of a small party of 
Indians near where Springfield now s tands . Two men passing from one 
of the stations in the neighborhood of Bardstown to the Hardin settlement 
were fired upon and chased about two miles to Short Harry Hardin's 
set t lement. Fortunately, John Davis and two other men were at Harry's 
when the two fugitives came tumbling in sight with the Indians close be
hind them. Har ry and his friends appearing with rifles, the Indians be 
came as anxious to see thei r friends as the two Bardstown men were to 
see the i rs , and turned their faces without o rders and took the back track 
with all speed poss ib le . Har ry Hardin told his wife to make her way to 
John Davis' house about one mile away and send runners to the other 
houses and give the a l a r m , then they dashed off in pursuit of the Indians, 
who had taken near ly a bee line to the west . Several times during the 
day the par ty got near enough to fire on them at long range and be fired 
on in turn. The Indians passed about two miles above Horse-Racer Mark 
Hardin 's set t lement . One of the pursuing par ty ran down the creek to 
Mark 's and found Mark and four men at work on a cabin. These five 
grabbed their a r m s and joined in the chase . In the afternoon the party 
crossed the Rolling Fork of Salt River near where New Haven now stands. 
The course the Indians now took satisfied the par ty that they were making 
for their favorite c ross ing of the Ohio, where Brandenburg now stands. 
When night closed in on the pa r ty they were running a course that would 
take them some five or six mi les above Elizabethtown and some ten or 
twelve miles below the set t lement around where Bardstown now stands. 
When it grew too dark to follow the Indians the par ty halted for a consulta
tion. They knew from the run the Indians were making that they would 
not fall short of the Wabash If they could help it; and if the pursuing party 
stopped them at all , now that the Indians had the night to dodge in, it must 
be done by reaching the r iver f i r s t . To do this they must travel all night. 
They had now traveled full thir ty m i l e s . Most of this distance had been 
made in a run. To get to the c ross ing they thought the Indians were making 
for, they must t rave l thirty-five or forty farther and it must be done in a 
few hours . To do this they determined to turn to the left and push for the 
Elizabethtown Station, there get ho r se s and as many men as they could 
and get to the r iver by daylight and watch as many points as possible. 
They reached Elizabethtown and soon had over twenty men ready for the 
run to the r ive r ; but the run had to be made on foot, as but few horses 
fit for use were to be found at night, as they were out on the pastures. 
The party numbered over thir ty men. They were divided into four or 
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ilve squads and assigned different points on the r i ve r . The men from 
Elizabethtown, being fresh, were sent to points far ther off. The p a r t y 
from the Hardin set t lement had now traveled forty m i l e s . They were 
sent to the mouth of Salt River, it being the neares t point. The p a r t i e s 
took the route for their point on the r iver allotted to each, and by the 
middle of next day the r iver was guarded for over fifty m i l e s . F o r two 
days the watch was kept up, but no Indians appeared. The Indians 
played a sharp t r ick on them, for as soon as night set in they tu rned 
square to the left and pushed for the Cumberland River . They c r o s s e d 
Green River near where Munfordville now stands. This route was d i s 
covered and followed by a second par ty from Pleasant Run. The a l a r m 
was given from John Davis and by noon as many men as could be spa r ed 
from the se t t lement took the t ra i l and followed It till dark. They had 
crossed the Rolling Fork and were near twenty mi les from El izabethtown. 
They, when too dark to follow the t r a i l , determined to go to the s ta t ions , 
expecting to hear there of the Indians and the par ty pursuing t h e m . They 
got to the se t t lement a few hours after the par t ies had left, but they found 
a party about to s ta r t for the place where Davis and par ty had left the 
Indian t r a i l , proposing to follow it, expecting that the Indians would d i s 
cover that p repa ra t ions had been made to head them off at the r i v e r , 
and would e i ther change their course or hide in the b a r r e n b r u s h t i l l 
the hunt was over. The P leasan t Run par ty joined the El izabethtown 
par ty and were on the ground at daylight. They found the spot d e s c r i b e d 
and after a lit t le s ea rch found that the Indians had followed Davis and 
par ty near ly to Elizabethtown, showing that the Indians were fully aware 
of their movements . The Indian t ra i l led the par ty to Green R i v e r , as I 
have told you. This was the only effort Indians ever made to take the 
lives of any of the se t t l e r s of Pleasant Run, only in defending t h e m s e l v e s 
when their thieving pa r t i e s would be pursued and attacked. I have 
followed the detai ls of the a l a rm and pursui t as closely as my m e m o r y 
se rves me , to show the endurance and determined natures of these hardy 
men and how hazardous it was for an enemy to dis turb them in t he i r c a b i n s . 
Nothing worthy of note t r ansp i red during the res t of the year . The s e t t l e r s 
succeeded in ra is ing considerable corn and vegetables . Their l iving was 
greatly improved, and with their improvements in table comforts t h e i r 
health was improved, pa r t i cu la r ly the women and children. They had corn , 
but no mil ls to grind i t . Here they found a way to overcome th is difficulty. 
They made m o r t e r s and pounded their corn as fine as possible and the 
handy backwoods wives manufactured sif ters and sifted the fine po r t i ons 
out, and of this they made b read , and what would not go through the sif ter 
they boiled and made hominy. At the close of the year they were in as 
comfortable c i r cums tances as it was possible to be in their i so la ted loca 
tion. There was nothing in their reach to buy, even if they had anything 
to buy with. A new e r a opened to them with the year 1785. Quite a number 
of new se t t l e r s came with the opening of spring, severa l of t hem men of 
means to pay men to work for them in making improvements . Th i s put 
money into c i rcula t ion, a thing unknown in the colony up to this t i m e . 
Besides the cash brought , they had a few cows and hogs. The i n c r e a s e 
of population was such that the old ' 'set t lers reaped quite a ha rve s t in the 
sale of seed corn and pota toes . 
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NUMBER XI (Page 213 book) 

The emigration to Kentucky this spring of 1785 was large but scat tered 
over so large a t e r r i t o r y that for defensive purposes and rapid improve
ment of the country, the additional numbers amounted to but very l i t t le . 
The Hardin set t lement on Pleasant Run received quite a number of the 
Hardin family and their re la t ives , but the bulk of them soon scat tered. 
Some went to Indian Bi l l ' s set t lement , and some to the Harding se t t l e 
ment, In what Is now Taylor County. Others were led off during the 
summer by their des i re for adventure with exploring, hunting and war 
pa r t i e s . Some of them were lost and others settled in different par ts of 
the country. Among the new-comers of the family that settled on P lea 
sant Run was my grandfather, Jack Hardin. He, you will r emember , 
left Kentucky in the spring after he and Martin Hardin had explored the 
Pleasant Run country and had gone back to Monongahela to meet this 
lost family. He had been at work during this interval like a galley slave 
to feed his family and accumulate something to re tu rn to Kentucky with. 
To be able to settle In Kentucky was his only thought after the wants of 
his family were provided for. In the fall of 1784 he was the proud owner 
of two hundred Spanish-milled do l l a r s , one horse , two cows and a few 
horse-back loads of household plunder , a good new gun and a good supply 
of ammunition. He felt himself r ich enough to accomplish the great d e 
s i re of his life, to own a home in Kentucky. In the fall of 1784, he and 
his wife determined to r i sk their all again in trying to reach Kentucky. 
They, by t e r r ib le exper ience , knew the dangers of the road they had to 
t ravel to reach the land of their hopes. But they reckoned that because 
they had met with misfortune and defeat in 1780 there was no proof that 
they would not succeed in 1785. Jack Hardin set about making a r r a n g e 
ments for a s tar t ear ly in the spr ing . F i r s t , he Informed himself as to 
who was going down, and from these he recrui ted a company of fourteen 
men, about half of whom had fami l ies . He took none in his company but 
men that he knew to be of unflinching courage and the best of marksmen . 
They built a boat of sufficient capacity to ca r ry all they had, of horses 
and cattle as well as tools and other plunder . They built the boat of un
usual s trength. In every par t they doubled the t imbers in the sides and 
ends to a thickness that no rifle or musket ball would go through. In 
this they cut port holes and ar ranged everything for managing the boat 
from the ins ide . In a word, they could navigate the boat and defend it in 
almost perfect secur i ty against any attack the Indians could make. Near 
the middle of March, 1784, the par ty - - men, women and children --
over thir ty - - embarked and unloosed their boat to the cur ren t , whether 
for "weal or woe" they knew not. Of this party there were Jack Hardin, 
his wife and three chi ldren, viz. , Robert , the son that was led off into 
captivity with his mother , March 20th, 1780; Mary, born In the Indian 
camp in the woods, on the Sandusky River , October, 1780; Nancy, an 
infant babe, who was af terwards the wife of Judge John Stephenson of 
Pennsylvania; John Hardin, known as Flathead, and his family (I don't 
know how many there were) ; Jonathan Harding and his family. It so 
happened whether by accident or design, I never heard explained, that 
the boat floated on the 20th of March, 1785, and at the same hour of the 
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day to the s a m e spo t on the r i v e r w h e r e the m a s s a c r e and c a p t u r e took 
p lace five y e a r s b e f o r e . T h e y a n c h o r e d the boat and J ack H a r d i n , h i s 
wife and abou t half the p a r t y went a s h o r e to take a look at the g r a v e s of 
the s la in of the f a t a l 20th of M a r c h five y e a r s b e f o r e . J a c k H a r d i n led 
the p a r t y to t he g r a v e s and poin ted out e a c h . The p a r t y e r e c t e d r u d e 
s tones with the i n i t i a l s of the n a m e a t e a c h , then heaped up f r e s h e a r t h 
on the g r a v e s . The m o t h e r w a t e r e d the g r a v e of b r a v e l i t t le S t e p h e n 
with he r t e a r s , t h e n p l an t ed an e v e r g r e e n at the head of h is r u d e g r a v e , 
took a long, f a r e w e l l look and a l l went a b o a r d . About the fir 's t of A p r i l 
the p a r t y l anded sa fe ly at the F a l l s . After a few days r e s t t h e p a r t y 
packed t h e i r goods on h o r s e s and went th rough to P l e a s a n t Run in s a f e ty . 
The t r o u b l e of p a c k i n g t h e i r e s t a t e s was not g r e a t , a s J ack H a r d i n ' s 
e s t a t e was a f a i r s a m p l e of a l l the r e s t . The a r r i v a l of the p a r t y was 
c e l e b r a t e d by a s e a s o n of f eas t ing and f ro l ick ing f r o m cabin t o c a b i n for 
a week. M r s . H a r d i n had to t e l l and r e t e l l he r a d v e n t u r e s o v e r and o v e r 
for days t i l l a l l w e r e c o n v e r s a n t with the n a r r a t i v e of he r c a p t i v i t y . 
T h e r e w e r e but t h r e e of the p a r t y tha t s e t t l ed h e r e ; the o t h e r s s c a t t e r e d 
as I have s t a t e d . T h e r e a s o n of t h e i r d i s p e r s a l was that the c h o i c e land 
on and a round P l e a s a n t Run had b e e n loca ted and occup ied . T h e t h r e e 
tha t s e t t l ed w e r e F l a t h e a d J o h n , who loca ted on B e e c h F o r k , j u s t be low 
the mouth of P l e a s a n t Run; J a c k H a r d i n s e l e c t e d h i s land on C a r t w r i g h t 
C r e e k , two m i l e s be low Spr ing f i e ld , w h e r e the St . Rose C a t h o l i c C h u r c h 
now s t a n d s , and bu i l t h i s cab in about one hundred y a r d s above w h e r e the 
m i l l now s t a n d s a t a l a r g e s p r i n g on the bank of the c r e e k ; M i l b o u r n e 
Hogue se t t l ed n e a r w h e r e M a c k s v i l l e now s t a n d s , I sha l l not a t t e m p t to . 
follow the f o r t u n e s of but few of the s e t t l e r s In fu ture and wil l conf ine 
myse l f m a i n l y to the c a r e e r of m y two g r a n d f a t h e r s and s o m e of the 
m o s t p r o m i n e n t m e m b e r s of the H a r d i n f ami ly . To t r a c e the t r a d i t i o n 
of a l l or half of t h e m would be a l i f e - t i m e job, for t h e r e w e r e n o n e of 
t h e m that w e r e not b u s y f r o m boyhood to old age in the w i l d e s t a d v e n t u r e s 
of the t i m e s . E a c h of t h e m p a r t i c i p a t e d in the r e v o l u a t i o n l a r g e l y and 
n e v e r m i s s e d an o p p o r t u n i t y of t ak ing a hand with the Indians w h e n it w a s 
p o s s i b l e for t h e m to do s o . E a c h of t h e m left an unwr i t t en h i s t o r y t h a t , 
if it could be ful ly w r i t t e n , would fil l s e v e r a l h u n d r e d p a g e s . J a c k H a r d i n , 
a s I have s a i d , e s t a b l i s h e d h i m s e l f on C a r t w r i g h t C r e e k . The P l e a s a n t 
Run s e t t l e r s t u r n e d out and he lped h i m build his cab in and g a v e h i m a big 
lift in c l e a r i n g a few a c r e s of land a r o u n d i t . The spot is now o c c u p i e d 
a s the Ca tho l i c c e m e t e r y , a beau t i fu l c i ty of the dead , p o p u l a t e d wi th the 
a s h e s of t h o u s a n d s of the d e s c e n d a n t s of the old p i o n e e r s , and w a s p a r t l y 
c l e a r e d by the m e n of the old H a r d i n f ami ly . H e r e the old p e o p l e h o p e d 
to r e s t in p e a c e and by t h e i r l abo r to enjoy plenty; but they w e r e d o o m e d 
to d i s a p p o i n t m e n t . The b lack cloud of m i s f o r t u n e that had hung o v e r t h e m , 
for so m a n y y e a r s , aga in c lo sed o v e r t h e m , for in the fa l l , I t h i n k it was 
in S e p t e m b e r , a s t r o n g m a r a u d i n g p a r t y of Wabash Indians p e n e t r a t e d the 
count ry by way of Sal t R i v e r , doing c o n s i d e r a b l e mi sch ie f a l o n g the r i v e r 
to the settl .erne ntn a r o u n d w h e r e B a r d s t o w n now s t ands and. up t o P l e a s a n t 
Hun. In Utiil t nv/eep t h r o u g h they s t r u c k J a c k ' s c l e a r i n g in the n igh t , 
;;l"i.- his h o r s e s nod ki l led h is two c o w s . They did not a p p r o a c h h i s c a b i n , 
mid he knew nothing of t he i r p resen tee until m o r n i n g , when his d e a d c o w s , 
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missing ho r se s and Indian t racks told him who his gues ts were and knew 
that he had not been the only one that had been honored with a call from 
them, and that to take the war path was the f i rs t thing in o rde r . Without 
waiting for b reakfas t he s ta r ted with his family for P leasan t Run se t t l e 
ment, four mi l e s off, to_put them in as secure a p lace as poss ib le , his 
wife carrying the baby and he car ry ing the next youngest and his gun. 
They reached H a r r y Hard in ' s and found his cabin was closed and the 
tracks of his family pointing towards John Davis ' . They went on to the 
home of Davis and it , too, was shut up, and the t r a i l of the combined 
families led Jack to Sam P a i n e ' s , near the mouth of P l easan t Run. Here 
he found the most of the se t t lement collected and getting r eady for war . 
Soon all the women and chi ldren were collected at P a i n e ' s and a detail 
made of men leas t able to join in the pursui t to guard them. The p u r 
suers took the t r a i l of the Indians and followed it to the Ohio River at the 
mouth of Otter Creek, in Meade County, where the Indians had c ro s sed 
and were In sight on the Indiana s ide, exulting and taunting the whites by 
riding the h o r s e s they had stolen from them around on the bank where 
they could see t hem. The Indians brandished the i r guns and yelled the i r 
war whoops. This was m o r e than backwoods blood could stand without 
boiling over. A major i ty of the pursuing pa r ty , when they found the In
dians on their own side of the r i ve r and ready to contest the c ross ing , 
were for abandoning the chase ; but the bravadoes and insolence of the In
dians warmed them to the fighting point and all were for c r o s s i n g and ex 
changing lead with t hem. But s t r a t a g e m must be used, for to c r o s s on 
rafts, as they would have to do in the face of twelve or fifteen keen-eyed 
Indians, was a lmos t ce r t a in death . They a r r anged that they would seem 
to give up all Idea of fur ther pursu i t and go back the way they had come 
till well out of sight; then p a r t of them go some mi les down the r i v e r 
and out of sight and p r e p a r e light logs and vines for making raf t s as soon 
as night set in; o thers would, pa r t of them, hunt game for the i r suppe r s , 
the res t sca t t e r along the r ive r and watch the movemen t s of the Indians 
as well as they could a c r o s s the r i v e r . Each p a r t y betook themse lves 
off to their allotted work. The watchers along the r i v e r bank soon saw 
that the Indians looked on the movements of the whites as a r u s e and 
were sharply looking out to pene t ra te the design. The Indians s ca t t e r ed 
a long way up and down the r ive r and were seen skulking f rom point to 
point till dark . That night, after satisfying their hunger , they went to 
work putting the i r raf ts toge ther . They built t h r e e , and nine men were 
allotted to each raft . The par ty from Pleasant Run was re inforced at 
different points along Salt River t i l l thei r number , when they reached 
the Ohio, was twen ty-seven . The re were severa l men in the par ty that 
could not swim. These were put with severa l o thers on the raf t s with 
rude oars to pull them while the best s w i m m e r s swam by the sides and 
behind and aided in pushing their craf ts over. About midnight they landed 
and set about finding the Indians . But the wiley game was not so easi ly 
trapped. They hunted t i l l daylight, but found nothing but the i r empty 
camps. When day came they found the t r a i l the Indians had m a d e , show
ing that they had left e a r l y in the night and were by this t ime well on their 
way to their dens on or beyond the Wabash. The pa r ty had to acknowledge 
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themselves beaten, and all they had left for them to do was to hunt their 
way back home again. They c rossed back to the Kentucky shore that 
evening and camped for the night, cooler from their long bath in the 
r iver , if not wiser men . The par ty got home and gathered their wives 
and children back to their cabins, cursed the Indians for thei r good 
luck in getting away with their h o r s e s , and settled down hoping for a 
chance to wreck vengeance on them. Soon after this Jack Hardin was 
attacked violently with fevers , which held him p ros t r a t e for many 
months. All the ass i s t ance was given him by the others that Was in 
their power. This amounted to shooting game and carrying it to his 
cabin. As for medic ine , there was nothing of the sort in the country, 
nor a doctor. The women were the doc to r s . They had acquired a know
ledge of roo t s , he rbs and ba rks that they mas te red , or thought they 
mas te red , all d i s e a s e s ; at leas t they claimed that their "ye rbs" cured 
every patient that got well . Those that died they said were incurable , 
or the "ye rbs " would have cured them. 

Jack lingered and lived in spite of fever and "ye rbs" t i l l late in the 
winter when he was moved on a horse l i t ter to Mark Hard in ' s , on Har 
din 's Creek, where he remained until the next spr ing, 1786. When the 
spring opened he was too weak and feeble to per form any labor . All 
that he could do was to sit about in the woods and shoot deer and t u r 
keys that would walk within r each of his gun. This spring of 1786, it 
may be said, was the completion of the Hardin set t lement on Pleasant 
Run. This yea r . Col. John Hardin and the branches of his family settled 
permanent ly on their lands . Marsha l l , Collins and other h i s tor ies of 
Kentucky have such full and complete sketches of these families that I 
will not at tempt any further sketch of them, having a l ready told the par t 
they took in exploring, locating and making the f i rs t set t lement . The 
a r r iva l of these famil ies was a source of much s t rength to the colony in 
every respec t . They brought considerable money and p roper ty with them, 
With this means they were able and willing to help and strengthen the 
weak. But the g rea te s t s t rength of all was Col. John Hardin. He was 
the recognized head of the family. To him they looked for advice and 
counsel. He was the man they looked to as their leader in their warfare 
with the Indians. They would follow him wherever he would dare to lead, 
and he would lead where any man would dare to follow. He was the only 
man living that could govern and control the la rger portion of the Hardin 
r a c e . He was the only man the mass of them ever acknowledged or 
obeyed as thei r supe r io r . His coming to stay gave new life to the se t t le 
ment . New life, new energy and en te rp r i se sprang up, not only with 
the Hardins and thei r r e l a t ives , but all partook. Churches, roads , 
schools, m i l l s , e tc . , were planned and put in existence. Things began 
to take shape all around. A head that governed all things was located 
among them, and that head was Col. John Hardin. I have said the above 
of Col. John not from my own knowledge of him, for he was killed twenty 
yea r s before I was born . I am telling in substance what I have heard 
the old men and women that knew him say hundreds of t imes of him. 
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During this yea r , my grandfather, Jack Hardin, made a permanent 
settlement on P leasan t Run. He, like all the res t of the family, looked 
to Col. John for advice . He was again in utter destitution. The little 
money and proper ty he had gotten through to Kentucky with was all gone. 
His a r m s , wife and three children were all that was left to him. He 
turned to Col. John to find a way for him to live when he could find none 
for himself. He was not disappointed, for soon Col. John arranged for 
his location. Gen. Matthew Walton had a survey of one hundred and 
sixty acres on P leasan t Run lying between Mrs . Robertson and'Samuel 
Paine . This tract John saw was the place for Jack. It placed him nearly 
in the center of the family set t lement . The Colonel saw Walton and 
bought this land for Jack Hardin. The te r ras he made were that Jack 
was to pay Walton $100. 00 without in te res t . He was to pay it in any way 
he could and when he could. Walton bound himself to take from Jack any 
kind of t rade that he might offer at i ts cash value when brought to him. 
Money was not expected, but if offered would be received, Walton to r e 
tain a lien on the land t i l l paid for . But the most singular pa r t of the 
t rade was that J ack ' s note to Walton, had no day of matur i ty . It was to 
run till Jack was ready to pay it off. The Colonel used to say the reason 
he slipped in the la t ter clause was that he expected Gen. Walton to be 
killed in some of the Indian r a id s , and knowing that Jack had no money 
or means of paying till it was made , and he wanted Jack protected against 
Walton's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . As soon as this trade was closed the men and 
women of the set t lement turned out enmass , as was the custom at that 
day, felled t r e e s and by night had a cabin built and ready for "warming 
u p , " as they called i t . This "warming up" meant a free backwoods dance, 
a night 's feasting, frolicking and general h i lar i ty . When this frolic was 
over Jack and family were duly installed as housekeepers and a par t of 
the colony. The women took par t in all these cabin buildings and ar ranged 
things for housekeeping. They cooked and prepared provisions for the 
day and night 's feasting on the ground at or near the spring, No cabin 
was ever built in ear ly t imes unless it stood near a good spr ing. Other 
conveniences or inconveniences must and could be dispensed with or en
dured, but a good spring they must have and their cabin built as close to 
it as possible . The women each brought to this cabin building something 
as a present or loan to grandmother to aid her in furnishing her house, 
for Jack had nothing to put In his house but his wife and three children. 
Thus, it was that this old pa i r was finally settled in Kentucky. They had 
reached the goal of their d e s i r e . They were in a cabin on Kentucky soil 
in the midst of fr iends who, most of them, had suffered misfortune, 
hardship, confusion and dangers that seemed incredible on their account. 
The misfortunes of Jack Hardin and his friends on the. 20th of March, 
1780, was the cause of all the confusion that the family passed through 
for three y e a r s . Then the trouble Jack fell into with General George 
Rogers Clark at the Fa l l s was the means of leading the family together 
out of the wi lderness of confusion they were in and settling them where 
they spent the r e s t of the i r l ives in peace and plenty. In getting to Ken
tucky, Jack Hardin had l i t e ra l ly waded through blood. His wife had 
passed through a hell on ear th; but few women, if any, ever passed 
through such t e r r i b l e ordeals as she did, and but few women would have 
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had the nerve to a second time face the dangers she had passed through 
to reach Kentucky or any other country. But knowing all the r i s k s , all 
the pr ivat ions , had they been able to br ing money and p rope r ty with 
them, which lay before new s e t t l e r s , she had the courage to brave al l 
in utter pover ty , knowing that if they succeeded in reaching Kentucky 
they would have nothing but themse lves and that they were liable to be 
killed by Indians at any hour . They were now sett led, but the cabin 
they were in was 'not the i r s until the land It stood on was paid for. How 
was this to be done ? A full year must elapse before they could gather 
anything from the e a r t h . Their cabin was walled, in by fores t t r e e s that 
must be c lea red away before seed could be planted, and when c leared 
they had no horse to plow the ground with. ' The l a r g e r prot ion of their 
neighbors w e r e . a s poor as they, and had no h o r s e s to loan them. Then 
again, Jack Hardin had but lit t le t ime to devote to c l ea r ing . He had to 
hunt game to feed his family and furnish skins for the i r clothing and bed
ding. He had to help his neighbors build houses and rol l logs . He had to 
join all the war p a r t i e s that were formed to repel the Indians and pursue 
them into the i r own country to recover stolen h o r s e s and chas t i se them 
for their impudence . All these things combined made farming go on 
very slowly. But he , like all the r e s t , accepted the s i tuat ion willingly. 
He was no exception to al l the other s e t t l e r s . They, one and al l , met 
and overcame eve ry obstacle that p resen ted itself. 

The Spring of 1787, Jack Hardin had about five a c r e s of land c lea red and 
ready for the plow, but he had nei ther ho r se nor plow to work with. In 
the midst of this d i l e m m a his old friend and crony, Mordeca i Lincoln, 
called in at his cabin to spend a few days with h im . Lincoln was a s m a r t , 
shrewd fellow and as brave as he was shrewd. He l is tened to J a c k ' s 
grievances and in a moment had a plan formed to p rov ide for his n e c e s 
sity. It was that they go to the Indian country, there get Lit t le John 
Hardin with them and capture as many ho r s e s as they could get away 
with. They did not put it on the footing of s tea l ing . If they could get 
their hands on a h o r s e in the Indian country they would cap ture h im, 
I have somet imes thought the Yankees mus t have caught the idea of c a p 
turing p roper ty from our gallant fo re fa thers . Lincoln 's idea was no new 
one, for it was often p rac t i ced by the ea r ly s e t t l e r s . Jack closed in at 
once with Lincoln ' s p roposa l . He put his family at Samuel Pa ine ' s and 
he and Lincoln "cut out". On thei r a r r i v a l at Hard insburg they found 
Little John, who was m o r e than willing to join them. He had scouted the 
country between the Ohio and Wabash r i v e r s , knew exact ly how to get In 
and out of i t . Indian Bill at f i r s t refused to let them c r o s s , for the 
reason that they would s t i r up the Indians and br ing them a c r o s s to make 
a raid on his se t t l emen t . He did not want a row with them at this season 
of the year , as his men were all busy p repa r ing for the i r c r o p s . But 
after talking the m a t t e r over , J ack ' s g rea t necess i ty coupled with John 's 
entreat ies , Bil l consented . They hastened off for fear Bill might change 
his notion, for they found a number of Bi l l ' s men violently opposed to 
their going. They feared it would bring on war at a season they could 
not spare the t ime to fight them. John led the way to the r ive r a few 
miles below the mouth of Clover Creek , where he had a canoe buried in 
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the sand. This canoe was one John had prepared for his own use and 
was too smal l and light to c a r r y more than one man. He had t r immed 
it out so thin and light that he could c a r r y it on his back and bury It when 
he pleased. They unearthed John 's boat, stowed their a r m s In It with 
John to paddle. Lincoln and Jack went in tow, rest ing one hand on the 
canoe and swimming with .the other . In this way they c rossed . The canoe 
was secure ly hidden and the par ty took the war path led by John. They 
reached the path before they saw any signs. On the banks of this s t r e am 
they found t r acks of severa l h o r s e s . They followed them till night up the 
s t r eam. When too dark to t r ack them, John's knowledge of the country 
and the Indian camping grounds enabled them to go forward. John was 
cer tain he could find them in a few hours , which he did. Towards mid
night they saw their f i res in a shel tered place on the bank of the s t r eam. 
The first thing they did was to find the h o r s e s . This was soon done; the 
horses were hobbled and turned loose on the brush. They secured four 
of them about a mile from the camp, then John must have some fun with 
the sleeping Indians, which his two companions were as willing to take 
a hand in as he . 

They got back and found the camp all quiet. They crept up near enough 
to see where the Indian's a r m s were ; then they arranged that they fire 
on them, dash in and grab the guns, thus disarming the Indians. All 
was ready. They fired on them, dashed in among them, yelling like 
fiends, knocking down severa l with their gun b a r r e l s . The fury of the 
attack, wholly unexpected by the sleeping Indians, threw them Into such 
a panic that they thought of nothing but getting away with all speed poss ib le . 
Like a flash the camp was c leared of i ts sleeping occupants. The a t tack
ing par ty was raging and yelling after them through the woods. The v ic tors 
came off with five r i f les and four h o r s e s ; they got back safe ac ross the 
Ohio River with the help of John 's canoe. At Hardinsburg they parceled 
out the captured p r o p e r t y . Jack Hardin and Lincoln took three horses 
and two r i f les . John took one horse and three r i f les . On their re turn 
home Lincoln p resen ted Jack his half of the odd h o r s e . Jack was now 
r ich . His horse proved to be a good one, working well and kindly. He 
borrowed a plow and in a few days had his patch plowed and planted. 
After his crop was planted he had no use for more than one ho r se , and 
the idea of keeping a spare horse when he was in debt for the land his 
cabin stood on, he thought bad policy. He made haste to Gen. Walton's 
with one of them and made his f i rs t payment of $50.00 with h im. The 
r e s t of his land debt was paid in the next three years in d ressed bear 
and deer skins in pa r t and flax and tow linen spun and woven by my grand
mother , Mollie Hardin. This i s the way the foundation of the old home
stead was paid for . It was doubled In size by Jack Hardin. At his death 
in 1818 it passed into the hands of my father Mordecai Hardin. He en
larged it to near 600 a c r e s . At his death in I860 it was sold for division 
among h e i r s , and the old home passed into the hands of s t rangers to the 
family after seventy-four y e a r s ' occupancy by my grandfather and father. 
I love the old place and were it in my power I would res to re it to the 
family and fasten it through all succeeding generat ions, Here res t the 
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ashes of my grandfather , g randmothe r , my fa ther , mo the r , b r o t h e r s , 
s i s t e r s , wife and two sons . In the old original cabin my fa the r was born . 
On these broad fields he spent his days and r e a r e d his family. In a 
cabin built by my Uncle Robert Hardin, in 1792, I was born . Here my 
early life was passed in the mids t of a happy family, su r rounded by old 
family re la t ives and f r iends . But I must away from this t r a i n of thought. 
It saddens m e , 

All things p r o s p e r e d with the new s e t t l e r s . Thei r c rops , though small , 
were abundant for thei r wants . But in the l a t t e r pa r t of the fall the In
dians raided the se t t lement and stole most of the i r h o r s e s . Jack Hardin 
lost his h a r d - e a r n e d one he had captured from the Indians in the spring 
and he was again afoot. The Indians had played their game in the night 
and were off before the whites were aware of the i r p r e s e n c e , But though 
they had robbed the Hardin se t t l emen t , their plan had been so badly laid 
that they a r ranged for the i r own ru in . They robbed the se t t l emen t around 
Bardstown the same night and the a l a r m was sp read from t h e r e to the 
set t lements along Salt River to Elizabethtown and H a r d i n s b u r g and the 
country from P leasan t Run to the Ohio River was in a few h o u r s s w a r m 
ing with a rmed men that knew no fear nor c a r e d for any p e d i g r e e . These 
old se t t l e r s can well be compared to a h o r n e t ' s nes t rudely shaken, the 
moment they heard the c ry of Indians they sprang to a r m s and stopped for 
nothing t i l l their hated foe was des t royed or chased out of the country. 
As soon as the loss of the i r h o r s e s was known and Indian t r acks , seen 
the men of P leasan t Run shouldered their r i f l es , and as if by at t ract ion 
hastened to Col. John H a r d i n ' s . They by common consent looked to him 
to lead them in pursu i t of the r o b b e r s . All the ho r s e s that the Indians 
failed to get were gathered toge ther and some eight or ten m e n mounted. 
Col, John took command of the p a r t y and pushed off on the t r a i l , d i rec t 
ing those that had no h o r s e s to follow on foot as fast as they could. The 
women and chi ldren were to be gathered at his house under the protection 
of a few disabled men. In a few hours these m e n that y e s t e r d a y were 
quietly res t ing with their wives and chi ldren, were today t e a r i n g through 
the woods like infuriated t i g e r s in quest of the i r p rey . But before them 
were the men of the lower s e t t l emen t , ' equa l ly f ie rce in their pu r su i t . 
These men overhauled the Indians on Otter Creek, in the upper par t of 
Meade County, and d i spe r s ed t h e m , capturing two h o r s e s . The Indians 
were in two p a r t i e s . The p a r t y that had robbed the Hardin se t t lement 
was met by a pa r ty from Mark H a r d i n ' s , headed by him, and a lively 
skirmish took place below Rolling Fork , in the edge of Larue County, 
The repor t of the guns reached the ea r s of a scouting pa r ty f rom El iza
bethtown. These men, unexpectedly to both p a r t i e s , took in the r e a r , 
stampeding them. Instantly the Indians jumped from their h o r s e s and 
scattered in the b rush , Mark Hardin , detailed a few of the m e n to catch 
the h o r s e s . Then uniting with the Elizabethtown men, he s p r e a d out his 
men in s k i r m i s h line and pushed in pursu i t . A most exciting chase en
sued for some mi les and a n u m b e r of despera te hand- to-hand fights took 
place. Night stopped the affray and the Indians were lost s ight of till 
next day, when a few of them w e r e run clown n e a r the Ohio. The old 
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people thought that full twenty of them never crossed the Ohio. Their 
horses were all r ecovered . The Hardins all got back home and were 
well pleased with the pursuit the Indians had received and the fun they 
had had in the "big frol ic" with them, as they called if. I had hoped 
to close with this number , but as I unroll in memory the events of the 
t imes , aided by my old scrap-book, 1 see I have much yet to write that 
I ought not allow lost , as I want to leave these things as a keepsake to 
my children and r e l a t i ve s . 

NUMBER XII (Page 233 book) 

The year of 1787 closed quietly and plentifully over the new se t t l e r s . 
They had ra i sed corn abundantly to supply their wants for bread . The 
woods furnished in a grea t var iety the finest of mea t s , as well as skins 
for clothing and bedding. Cattle and hogs had found their way into the 
county in sufficient numbers to insure in a few years an abundant stock 
of these an imals . On the whole the colony was strong and p rospe rous . 
The people were as brave and energetic in felling t r e e s and clearing 
land as they were in warfare with Indians. The spring of 1788 opened 
propitiously on them. They had no calls from home to engage in their 
favorite amusement , Indian hunting. They spent the. winter, all the 
time they could spare from hunting and frolicking, in clear ing their 
farms and building cabins . Nothing worthy of note occurred during the 
year . There was no dis turbance by the Indians except a few horses 
were stolen by the southern Indians, This year of peace was the f i rs t r e s t 
from war the se t t l e r s had enjoyed since they had occupied the country. 
But this quiet was broken with the putting out of the leaves in the spring 
of 17891 when the Indians swept over a number of the se t t lements . They 
struck the Hardin se t t lement and robbed it of near ly all the horses the 
se t t le rs had. Some few that had s t rayed off in the range escaped the 
hands of the Indians. As soon as the robbery was discovered the se t t l e r s 
rushed enmass to Col. John ' s , but he had fared as bad as any of them. 
The robbers had got all he had. He proposed to them that as no horses 
were left for them to follow on, they at once take the t ra i l on foot. There 
was a chance to overtake them at the Ohio before they could effect a c r o s s 
ing. He would lead if the r e s t would follow. The proposition was a c 
cepted and they took the t r a i l led by Col. John. That night they reached 
the station at Elizabethtown. Here some twelve or fifteen horses were o b 
tained and as many men mounted. Col. John led these men for the r iver 
without stopping longer than was n e c e s s a r y to catch the ho r se s , directing 
the res t of his men and some rec ru i t s that had joined them at Elizabeth-
town to follow as fast as poss ib le . Such was the endurance of these hardy 
men that they t ravel led from their homes to the Ohio River below where 
Brandenburg now s tands , a distance of over eighty mi les , in thirty hours , 
eating one meal at Elizabethtown and res t ing none at all on the way. 
Their long walk was all for nothing, for wiien they reached the r iver the 
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Indians, horses and all were safe on the other side. Col. John, when 
his t ired men all got together, ordered a camp and took some of the 
best marksmen with him to the woods to shoot game to feed his t i red, 
hungry and swearing men. Here they rested for a day and then t ramped 
back to their homes . Col. John had some little difficulty in controlling 
his unruly t roop. The m a s s of them were for crossing the r iver and 
following 'he Indians to their dens, shoot all they could of them and 
gather all the ho r se s poss ible . Some of them swore they would never 
darken their cabin doors again unless they could ca r ry back with them 
an Indian scalp or a good h o r s e . But finally Col. John quieted them and 
got them to agree to go home by promising them that he would as soon 
as possible organize a large and well mounted force and lead it into the 
Indian country on the Wabash, v/hen he hoped to s tr ike such blows and 
display a force that would deter the Indians from ever molesting them 
again. The confidence they had that John would do all that he promised, 
led them back home. True to his p romise made to these wild men on the 
banks of the Ohio, as soon as he got home he set about organizing his 
force for the invasion. All the men in the Pleasant Run set t lement en
rolled themse lves , near forty, and were clamorous to be led on at once, 
thinking and saying that they were enough to face all the Indians on the 
Wabash. But fortunately for John,he was at this t ime appointed County 
Lieutenant, with the rank of Colonel, which gave him the command of the 
mili t ia of the country. He was now clothed with the authority to call out 
as many men as he deemed necessa ry and strike with them where he 
thought best . He made his a r rangements to move with two hundred men, 
well armed and mounted, as soon as possible after the men had com
pleted their c rops . About August he made the move with his two hundred 
men, and with him all the Hardin race and connections that were in Ken
tucky except Indian Bill and h i s . He crossed the Ohio at Louisville and 
went over the country to the head branches of the Wabash. Indians fled 
before them, car ry ing everything they could with them. He divided his 
little army into four squads and swept over a wide breadth of country, 
destroying all the huts and t ruck patches of corn, pumpkins and potatoes 
until he had marched about a day beyond White River and some distance 
to the left of Indianapolis , when his advance scouts discovered severa l 
par t ies of Indians in bunches of from ten to thirty, maneuvering as spies 
and scouts. He ordered his scouts to lead him the shor tes t route to the 
largest band. He succeeded in finding their encampment and charged on 
them before the Indians were aware of their approach. The Indians were 
routed so quickly that they left everything in the hands of the v ic tors . 
They left all thei r a r m s except their knives that they car r ied in their 
be l t s . Between thi r ty and forty ho r se s and as many rifles were captured. 
Among the h o r s e s the re were six or eight that were stolen from the 
Pleasant Run se t t lement in the spring; three of them were Col. John 's . 
The Indians lost ten, in killed and wounded, that fell into Col. John's 
hands. The whites had a few slightly wounded with cuts from knives in 
hand-to-hand fights that took place In the pursui t . Soon after this affair 
his force was united. He c rossed the Wabash and marched several days 
toward the Illinois River . He could not find any body of Indians but squads 
of squaws and children fleeing for life. These he left unharmed, except 
to take from them the ho r se s that were often found with them. 
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He d e e m e d it unsafe to p r e s s f a r t h e r , a s he was now nea r two hundred 
m i l e s in the e n e m y ' s c o u n t r y . He b o r e to the left and swept the c o u n t r y 
back be tween V incennes and h is rou t e out. They laid was te eve ry th ing 
as they wen t . Not a hut, c o r n or b e a n pa t ch in a bel t of a hundred m i l e s 
long and fifty m i l e s wide in the Indian country p r o p e r . Aside f rom Col . 
John ' s f ight , p a r t i e s had a n u m b e r of s m a l l a f fa i r s , and a number of I n 
dians w e r e k i l l e d . In a s h o r t c a m p a i g n , Col. John enabled s e t t l e r s to 
r e s tock t h e m s e l v e s with h o r s e s and s t r i k e a s tunning blow fo the Ind i ans , 
The c a p t u r e d h o r s e s w e r e , a l a r g e m a j o r i t y of t h e m , the ones that had 
been s to len f r o m the s e t t l e m e n t s on Salt River and P l e a s a n t Run, s h o w 
ing that the Co lone l had s t r u c k the iden t i ca l Indians that had been so long 
d e p r e d a t i n g on t h e m , and ru ined t h e m so effectually that they neve r 
c r o s s e d the r i v e r a f t e r w a r d s . F o r no Indians ever m o l e s t e d these 
s e t t l e m e n t s a n y m o r e . Among the cap tu red h o r s e s , Col , John r e c o v e r e d 
t h r e e of h i s . J a c k H a r d i n had got back the one that was s to len f rom h i m 
in the s p r i n g , and was fo r tuna t e enough to get h i s hands on a l a r g e , w e l l -
fo rmed b l a c k m a r e tha t p r o v e d to be v e r y valuable to h i m and his f ami ly . 
F r o m h e r he s t a r t e d a r a c e of h o r s e s that for longevi ty and durab i l i ty 
was not s u r p a s s e d by any s tock of Kentucky. The blood of the old Wabash 
m a r e l ived on the old h o m e s t e a d down to the dea th of m y fa ther in I860 , 
and s t i l l l i v e s in Wash ing ton County, F r o m this t i m e fo rward the fami ly 
was able to d e v o t e n e a r l y a l l t he i r t i m e to improv ing the i r land, raising 
c rops and s t o c k . They w e r e s e l d o m ca l led f rom the i r h o m e s . They 
were n e a r i n g the end of t h e i r c a r e e r of w a r f a r e and w e r e fast t r a n s f o r m 
ing t h e m s e l v e s f r o m f i e r c e w a r r i o r s to peaceful , i n d u s t r i o u s h u s b a n d m e n . 
They w e r e as e n e r g e t i c in the voca t ion of d o m e s t i c life as they had been 
f ie rce and u n t i r i n g on the w a r p a t h . They being the o ldes t s e t t l e r s and 
having .something to s p a r e , found a r e a d y m a r k e t for all they had to s e l l . 

But the i r e n t i r e r e s t f rom a r m s and b loodshed had not yet c o m e , for in 
the mids t of t h e i r quie t the c r y of war was again h e a r d th rough the i r 
s e t t l e m e n t . Gen . St . C l a i r e was o r d e r e d to r a i s e a force and invade the 
Indian c o u n t r y of the l a k e s and c r u s h t h e i r power to do any m o r e mi sch i e f 
to the f r o n t i e r s e t t l e m e n t s . Co l . John Hard in , be ing County L ieu tenan t , 
was ca l led on to r a i s e his quota of m e n and join the expedi t ion , but un
fo r tuna te ly , he was c r i p p l e d at the t i m e and unable to move only on c r u t c h e s 
The deadly h a t r e d the H a r d i n fami ly c h e r i s h e d t o w a r d s the Indians b rough t 
out e v e r y m a n of t h e m that could pos s ib ly leave t he i r c a b i n s . But who was 
to lead t h e m ? Co l . John could not and they would not be led by any o ther 
m a n . They a s s e m b l e d at Col . J o h n ' s cabin and a long ta lk was he ld . The 
Colonel t r i e d e v e r y m e a n s to get t h e m officered and o rgan ized , but to no 
p u r p o s e . None would a g r e e to lead or to be led, but go they would, and 
mus t have a hand in the c a m p a i g n which p r o m i s e d , as they thought, a 
r i ch h a r v e s t of r e v e n g e . The Colone l had exhaus ted al l his p e r s u a s i v e 
p o w e r s and cou ld do nothing b e t t e r than ag ree to use his influence with 
Gen. St. C l a i r e to a l low t h e m to join the expondit ion as Independen ts , 
and that they be a l lowed to ac t a s advance scou t s , f ree to go where they 
p l ea sed . They were' p l eased with th is a r r a n g e m e n t , and if St. C l a i r e 
would take thorn on t h e s e t e rm- ; (hey were, hea r t i ly in favor of going; if 
not, they could m i n e back h o m o , The C o l m n i knew that no be l t e r men 
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could be found on the face of the e a r t h for the s e r v i c e they proposed 
engaging in t han they . Ho r e a d i l y r e c o m m e n d e d t h e m to Gen. St. C l a i r e . 
A n u m b e r of the rn had been in and th rough the coun t ry in f o r m e r ex 
c u r s i o n s and w e r e wel l acqua in t ed with i t . Some th i r t y -odd of t hem 
were r e c r u i t e d by St. C l a j r c on the t e r m s above, except that St. C l a i r e ' s 
o r d e r s w e r e tha t they bo suppl ied by the c o m m i s s a r y with al l they 
needed in m a k i n g up t h e i r outfi t . In th i s unfortunate expedi t ion these 
m e n had m a n y a d v e n t u r e s and n a r r o w e s c a p e s . I sha l l not a t t empt to 
n a r r a t e any of t h e m but a b r i e f ske t ch of the i r d e s p e r a t e s t rugg le in 
get t ing away wi th t h e i r l i ves f r o m the ba t t l e f i e ld . As th i s m i s e r a b l y 
managed e x p e d i t i o n i s a m a t t e r of h i s t o r y and b e t t e r told than I can te l l 
i t , I wil l p a s s o v e r the whole down to St . C l a i r e ' s f inal de fea t . After a 
d a y ' s t e r r i b l e f ight ing night c l o sed over a r e m n a n t of St. Claire 's b r ave 
l i t t le a r m y tha t had e s c a p e d the fr ightful m a s s a c r e . Among the few 
s u r v i v o r s w e r e rny two g r a n d f a t h e r s , J a c k Hard in and T h o m a s Hard ing . 
They with t en o t h e r s of t h e i r c o m p a n y , l a te in the evening when al l 
s e m b l a n c e of o r d e r was l o s t , took s h e l t e r in a c lump of fa l len t i m b e r s 
and defended t h e m s e l v e s t i l l i t was too d a r k to see a foe or to be seen 
by one . T h e y w e r e a l l e x p e r i e n c e d s o l d i e r s and knew that St. C l a i r e 
was h o p e l e s s l y r u i n e d , and t ha t a l l tha t could not e s c a p e the wall of I n 
d ians tha t s u r r o u n d e d t h e m tha t night would be m a s s a c r e d as c e r t a i n as 
the light of a n o t h e r day c a m e on t h e m . They d e t e r m i n e d to go out of 
the r i ng a t a l l h a z a r d s . The f i r s t s tep they took was to s e c u r e a good 
h o r s e a p i e c e . T h i s t h e y e a s i l y d id , a s quite a n u m b e r of r i d e r l e s s ones 
we re l oose wi th in the wal l of I n d i a n s . About the m i d d l e of the night t h e i r 
p r e p a r a t i o n s w e r e c o m p l e t e d . They had se l ec t ed the point they p r o p o s e d 
b r e a k i n g t h r o u g h , and e a c h u n d e r s t o o d h i s g round . Slinging t h e i r r i f l e s 
to the i r b a c k s , t h e i r b u t c h e r kn ives in t h e i r t e e th and t he i r t omahawks 
in the i r h a n d s , t hey s t a r t e d on th i s fearfu l r u n for t h e i r l i v e s . As soon 
as they b e g a n to m o v e the Ind ians saw and h e a r d t h e m . The n e a r e s t ones 
c o m m e n c e d f i r i n g on t h e m and y e l l i n g . As the p a r t y w e r e running t h e i r 
h o r s e s at full s p e e d , t hey got c l e a r out of the way of the f i r s t Indians they 
m e t ; but the a l a r m t h e s e had g iven ca l l ed the r e d d e m o n s to s w a r m in 
front of t h e m f r o m e v e r y d i r e c t i o n . Soon they w e r e comple t e ly enveloped 
with a howl ing m a s s , f i r i ng t h e i r g u n s , s t r i k ing and hack ing with t h e i r 
h a t c h e t s , c l u b s , and gun b a r r e l s . In the mids t of th i s u n e a r t h and h o r r i d 
d ive , s e v e r a l of t h e i r h o r s e s w e r e k i l led and the r i d e r s fel l with t h e m in 
the m i d s t of t he howl ing m o b . A m o n g t h e s e was m y g rand fa the r , T h o m a s 
Hard ing . F o r t u n a t e l y for h i m , he was be tween Danie l Pa ine and J a c k 
Hard in when h i s h o r s e fe l l , and at th i s m o m e n t t h e i r h o r s e s we re checked 
by the Ind i ans in f ron t of t h e m . The two d e s p e r a t e r i d e r s w e r e hewing 
t h e m s e l v e s a r o a d t h r o u g h the Ind ians with t he i r t o m a h a w k s . Harding 
in a m o m e n t w a s on h i s fee t , and, s e e i n g h i s c h a n c e , leaped on behind 
P a i n e , uns lung h i s gun and f i r ed it in the face of an Indian that .was in 
front of P a i n e ' s h o r s e . The t e r r i b l e d in and the wounds the h o r s e s had 
r e c e i v e d r e n d e r e d t h e m f r a n t i c with t e r r o r . They plunged fo rward with 
such wild fu ry t ha t t hey b o r e down, .everything be fore t h e m . This s t rugg le 
l a s t ed for o v e r a m i l e b e f o r e the p a r t y was f ree f rom the i r i m m e d i a t e 
p r e s e n c e . P a i n e ' s h o r s e had done h is l a s t ; he lived just long enough to 
c a r r y h i s two r i d e r s out of i m m e d i a t e d a n g e r , when he fell f rom wounds 
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he had r e c e i v e d in the d e s p e r a t e c h a r g e . J ack H a r d i n ' s h o r s e was b a d l y 
hu r t with cu t s f r o m h a t c h e t s , and could not go m u c h f a r t h e r . Hard ing 
and Pa ine w e r e both wounded in s e v e r a l p l a c e s , but not s e r i o u s l y . In 
th i s fo r lo rn condi t ion t h e s e t h r e e m e n stood over two hundred m i l e s 
f rom the i r h o m e s , with s e v e r a l thousand b l o o d - t h i r s t y s a v a g e s in h e a r 
ing of t h e m , tha t wi th the dawn of day would s p r e a d ove r the count ry l ike 
l ocus t s and s p a r e none tha t w e r e so unfor tuna te as to fall into the i r h a n d s . 
When P a i n e ' s h o r s e fell the p a r t y was for the m o m e n t c l e a r of the I n d i a n s . 
But i t was only a p a u s e of the s t o r m , for they had but a few m o m e n t s to 
think t i l l the howling, dusky f o r m s of h u n d r e d s of the s a v a g e s were c o m i n g 
down on t h e m . J a c k H a r d i n ' s h o r s e was a poor one at b e s t , and was 
badly h u r t , and t h e r e was no hope of any a s s i s t a n c e f rom h i m . Pa ine 
and Hard ing w e r e bo th wounded and b l e e d i n g , but not d i s a b l e d . T h e i r 
p lan was quickly l a id , to abandon the h o r s e s , t ake t h e i r c h a n c e s t o g e t h e r 
and fight t h e i r way t h r o u g h anyth ing tha t opposed t h e m . S e v e r a l Indians 
w e r e in sight and c o m i n g on t h e m at a full r u n . They e m p t i e d t h e i r r i f l e s 
on the n e a r e s t of t h e m and took to t h e i r h e e l s , and with the help of the 
d a r k n e s s they w e r e soon c l e a r of t h e i r bloody p u r s u e r s . At dayl ight 
they thought t hey w e r e full twen ty m i l e s f r o m the ba t t l e g r o u n d . But with 
the light c a m e s w a r m s of Ind ians in scout ing p a r t i e s , m o u n t e d and in 
s e a r c h of s t r a g g l e r s l ike t h e m s e l v e s . T h e s e they m u s t avoid if p o s s i b l e . 
To add to t h e i r t r o u b l e , H a r d i n g and P a i n e ' s wounds had by th is t ime b e 
c o m e so s o r e and swo l l en tha t i t was not p o s s i b l e for t h e m to m a k e any 
v e r y ac t ive e x e r t i o n . To find s o m e safe r e t r e a t was t h e i r only hope . 
Th i s they found in a r a v i n e they chanced to find. T h e y c r e p t under i t s 
shelving banks t h r o u g h the w a t e r t i l l they found a c lump of b u s h e s o v e r r u n 
with v ines and t a l l g r a s s . In t h i s p l a c e they spent t he day . S e v e r a l t i m e s 
du r ing the day t h e y h e a r d p a r t i e s of Ind ians p a s s t h e i r p l a c e of c o n c e a l 
m e n t . When n ight c a m e on they c r a w l e d out of t h e i r hiding p l a c e s and 
r e s u m e d the i r w e a r y t r a m p t o w a r d s t h e i r h o m e s , but t h e i r p r o g r e s s was 
s low, for the wounds of H a r d i n g and P a i n e by th is t i m e had n e a r l y put 
t h e m p a s t walk ing . Tha t night they m a d e but l i t t l e p r o g r e s s , not m o r e 
than twelve or f i f teen m i l e s . At day l igh t they aga in sought a hiding p l a c e . 
The p a r t y was su f fe r ing for s o m e t h i n g to ea t ; they had b e e n v e r y s h o r t 
be fo re the fa ta l b a t t l e took p l a c e , and s ince they had nothing but a few 
s c r a p s they c h a n c e d to have in t h e i r p o c k e t s , t h i s s c a n t supply was gone 
and some th ing m u s t be done . In the evening J a c k H a r d i n ventured out to 
hunt s o m e g a m e to supply t h e i r w a n t s . He soon s u c c e e d e d in shooting a 
t u r k e y and c o m m e n c e d r e l o a d i n g h i s r i f l e when he was f i r ed upon by 
t h r e e Ind i ans , doing h i m no in ju ry excep t t e a r i n g away a p a r t of h is h u n t 
ing s h i r t . His gun be ing e m p t y and t h r e e Indians runn ing upon h im , t h e r e 
was nothing for h i m to do but o u t r u n t h e m t i l l he could get s o m e advan tage 
of t h e m . H u n g r y a s he was he left h is t u r k e y and took to h i s h e e l s . The 
r a c e for s o m e t i m e was about even , but he saw a gap was opening among 
the Ind ians . Two of t h e m w e r e fa l l ing b a c k g r a d u a l l y . 

The leading buck s e e m e d to have both the speed and b o t t o m . Jack saw 
tha t th is was the one he had to d e a l wi th . He was a powerful fel low, and he 
had some doubts about t ack l ing hirn in a h a n d - t o - h a n d c o m b a t . He c o m -
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menced loading his gun as he went, and after a time got a ball in it loose, 
but could not r i sk this load at any long distance, so he slackened his 
speed and allowed the Indian to run up to within some twenty yards of 
him, wheeled and presented his gun. The Indian was taken by surpr i se 
and came to a sudden halt , which gave Jack a fair fire and he let him 
have it square in the brea-st and tumbled him to the ground. The other 
two were some fifty yards behind, evidently badly tired out, when the 
big buck fell. These fellows stopped and went to work loading their 
guns. Jack seeing t h i s , took to his s c r a p e r s again and soon "by some 
unevenness of the land got out of sight of them. He couldnow have things 
pret ty much his own way. As soon as he was far enough out of sight to 
ensure safety, he wheeled into a hiding place and loaded his gun. Here 
he lay in ambush waiting for his foes to show themselves till night; but 
no Indians presented themse lves to receive the ball . What became of 
the Indians he never knew. When night came on he went cautiously back 
to where he had left Harding and Paine . He found the camp empty. He 
called them by the signal used for night rallying, but got no reply. He 
groped his way about for severa l hours hunting for some signs of them, 
but no t race of them was to be found. He next took the course they would 
t ravel towards home, hoping to overtake them. He traveled all night, 
but saw nothing of them. What had become of them he could only guess . 
He determined to push forward as fast as possible for the F a l l s , judging 
that Harding and Paine were sti l l al ive, and, if so, he knew they were 
able to take ca re of t hemse lves . Hardin reached the Fal ls without any 
accident. There he found a number of s t ragglers from St. C la i re ' s i l l -
fated expedition, among them being Stephen Harding, a brother of Thomas 
Harding, and severa l men from Pleasant Run. When Jack told them how 
he had got separa ted from Harding and Paine and the c i rcumstances they 
were in, the men demanded, one and al l , that Jack lead them back in 
search of them. This he readi ly consented to do, and a par ty of eight 
was formed and c rossed the r iver that night. The next day they met Paine 
following Jack ' s t r a i l in . He and Harding, when they heard the Indians 
shooting at Jack, seized their guns and s tar ted to his a s s i s t ance . But 
they had got but a shor t dis tance from their hiding place when they ran in 
full view of a par ty of mounted Indians who were driving in full speed in 
the direction of the firing on Jack. The Indians, the moment they saw 
them, wheeled and dashed at them. They were on a swampy and ra ther 
brushy piece of ground difficult for horses to get through. They availed 
themselves of this at once by getting into the thickest place within their 
reach. The Indians, seeing the advantage the two men had, dismounted, 
all but two, and spread out as if they were going to surround them. Avail
ing themselves of the b r u s h as much as possible to hide their movements , 
the two men began a b r i s k r e t r e a t . In doing this they got separated and 
Paine saw no m o r e of Harding. Paine skulked about all night in hopes of 
falling in with the o t h e r s , but heard nothing of them. And he, too, s truck 
for the Fa l l s . When Paine finished his story he volunteered to go back 
with the party on the hunt for Harding. That night soon after dark they 
were hailed by Harding, He was exhausted and had lain down under a 
fallen t ree by the side of the t ra i l to spend the night. Harding, after he 
and Inline got sepa ra ted , unfortunately ran into an open glade and several 
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Indians saw h i m and gave not ice to o t h e r s , and soon the whole p a c k 
was af ter h i m . His l i m b s being stiff and s o r e f rom his w o u n d s , and 
he weak f rom h u n g e r , i t was al l lie could do for s e v e r a l m i l e s t o k e e p 
out of t h e i r way . But as he w a r m e d up his speed i n c r e a s e d t i l l he g a i n e d 
d i s t a n c e enough to give h i m r o o m to p lan . His p u r s u e r s w e r e s c a t t e r e d 
and offered h i m s o m e good open ings to shoot some of t h e m . He w a s 
some eighty or one h u n d r e d y a r d s ahead of t h e m , so far off t h a t the I n 
d ians had not thought w o r t h whi le to shoot at h i m . He b e g a n to c a s t 
about a s he r a n for a p l a c e to a m b u s h . Th i s he found in a s h a r p r i d g e , 
the s ides th ick ly c o v e r e d with b r u s h and fa l len t i m b e r . F i n d i n g h i m s e l f 
out of t h e i r s i gh t , he d r o p p e d behind an old roo t and whe re he c o u l d s e e 
back some fifty y a r d s . He did not m o r e than get r e a d y for t h e m when t w o 
of them c a m e foaming in f iew. He s topped one of them i n s t a n t l y . The 
o the r bounded b a c k with a ye l l when he saw his compan ion f a l l . Soon 
four or five w e r e howling a round the one down. 

Ha rd ing could not wai t to s e e what they w e r e a t , a s h i s gun w a s e m p t y 
and he was l i ab l e to be shot at any m i n u t e . He dashed off in t he b u s h e s 
and concea led h i m s e l f . H a r d l y was he out of s ight when the I n d i a n s went 
t e a r i n g t h r o u g h the b r u s h in the d i r e c t i o n they t hough t he had g o n e . A s 
soon as he saw t h e m wel l p a s t h i m , he moved back a few h u n d r e d y a r d s , 
p a r a l l e l with the r o u t e he had c o m e , and lay down to r e s t and Watch . T o 
w a r d s night, he h e a r d the Indians in a pow-wow over the fa l l en o n e , but 
saw no m o r e of t h e m . When d a r k n e s s r e n d e r e d i t safe for h i m to m o v e , 
h e , too, went in s e a r c h of h i s c o m p a n i o n s ; finding none a f te r s p e n d i n g 
m o s t of the n igh t , he b o r e off a few m i l e s and lay clown to s l e e p . The 
next day, as he was c a u t i o u s l y work ing his way t o w a r d h o m e , h e c a m e 
a c r o s s a boy about fifteen y e a r s old that had gone out with S t . C l a i r e and 
by s o m e good fo r tune had e s c a p e d the m a s s a c r e and had got t h i s f a r on 
h i s way h o m e . The boy was s t a r v i n g and H a r d i n g had no th ing t o g ive 
h i m . The boy was the son of a widow who l ived on the K e n t u c k y R i v e r . 
His fa ther had b e e n k i l l ed by Ind ians a few y e a r b e f o r e . The l i t t l e fe l low 
had been dodging the Ind ians t h rough the woods s ince the b a t t l e and was 
working his way t o w a r d s h o m e . He had not ea ten a mouthful for four 
d a y s . Ha rd ing d a r e d not f i re h i s gun to kill g a m e , for the r e p o r t was 
s u r e to b r i n g Ind ians on h i m . His own s i tuat ion was bad enough b e f o r e 
he found the boy . His b r u i s e s and cuts we re v e r y s o r e and m u c h s w o l l e n , 
and he , too , was s t a r v i n g . With the s t a r v i n g boy to get a long wi th h i m 
added l a r g e l y to h i s d a n g e r s and m u s t impede his p r o g r e s s t o w a r d h o m e , 
but leave h i m he would not , le t the consequences be what they m i g h t . He 
would, s t i ck to the boy and save h im if p o s s i b l e . F o r t u n e f a v o r e d t h e m in 
finding food. A few h o u r s a f t e r he fell in with the boy he saw s i g n s of I n 
d ians who had b e e n runn ing ove r the soft ground. He took the t r a i l and 
followed it to t r y to l e a r n what they had been a f t e r . Soon he d i s c o v e r e d 
a dead m a n tha t had been ki l led and s c a l p e d , a p p a r e n t l y , the day b e f o r e . 
A coon was f e a s t i n g on the dead m a n ' s f lesh and had so gorged i t s e l f t ha t 
he; and the boy e a s i l y caught arid ki l led i t . On this coon he fed t h e boy 
ami saved his l i fe . Though s t a r v i n g h imsel f , I have often h e a r d h i m say 
tha t he conld not put a p i ece of the coon to his month . The though t s of the 
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repas t he had seen the coon taking rendered the meat obnoxious to h im. 
He, when his friends found him, was nearly past traveling from hunger 
and the inflamed state of his wounds. Of the Pleasant Run pa r ty all 
the Hardins got back to their home completely used up. They s t raggled 
in by ones and twos, near ly all of them battered, hacked and shot. Half 
of them came in without their a r m s , ho r ses or clothing. In the i r d e s 
perate effort to outrun the Indians they had been compelled to throw away 
everything that encumbered them, For the first time in their l ives they 
were compelled to acknowledge themselves badly, very badly'whipped. 
Till now they had never felt themselves humbled and disgraced. None 
of them ever liked to hear St. Chure's name mentioned. I have often 
amused myself by introducing the subject, in order to check the i r flow 
of spir i ts and talk and see the cloud that would gather over the i r wrinkled 
faces. Language that is not often heard from the pulpit was hea rd from 
their l ips . Short Har ry was the most violent of them all . He would fly 
into a rage if any of the young brood (as he called the younger m e m b e r s 
of the family) dared mention St. Claire in his p resence . H a r r y had 
fought many hard bat t les and had received two honorable wounds while 
he served with Morgan ' s famous Riflemen in the Continental A r m y ; these 
wounds he was fond of boasting of, and often displayed the s c a r s , but he 
had one that he got at St. C la i re ' s defeat that he never spoke of. He was 
running manfully when he got a ball planted in his back which he c a r r i e d 
to his grave . It was at the r isk to ra ise a furious s torm to ment ion th i s . 
I have often t r ied it and always had to run to escape his cane and tongue. 

F r o m this up to the death of Col. John Hardin nothing worthy of note took 
place . The fall of Col, John was the heaviest blow that fell on the family 
through all their s t ruggles . Nothing ever cast such gloom and s o r r o w 
over the family. In the lat ter par t of 1791, news spread through the 
Pleasant Run set t lement that the government was seeking to b r ing about 
a t reaty with the Indian t r ibes of the Scioto, Miami and the L a k e s , and 
was casting around for a man suitable in point of knowledge of Indians , 
courage to go into their country, and sagacity to induce them to l i s t en to 
friendly over tures of peace , and induce them to collect their chiefs in 
council for settling the differences between the two races and quit shed
ding each o the r ' s blood, and that Gen, Wilkerson had recommended the 
government to appoint Col. John Hardin as the envoy. He, in Wi lke r -
son's judgment, was the man possess ing all the qualifications the g o v e r n 
ment des i red . This news threw the sett lement in quite a fe rment . Col. 
John was p r e s s e d to say what course he would take in case he was called 
on to take this t e r r ib l e r i sk of his life in trying to execute the wishes of 
the government. He frankly admitted that he felt that the would throw his 
life away to no purpose , but that it was his duty to disregard all pe r sona l 
dangers and obey the call of his government and effect the object de s i r ed , 
if possible . Soon the se t t l e r s knew that the call had been made and that 
he had accepted the peri lous miss ion . 

A gathering was called and the whole mass assembled at John Davis ' and 
unanimously resolved that Col. John should not go in the capacity proposed, 
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but If go he m u s t , t h e i r plan was that he be e s c o r t e d by a sufficient 
fo rce of w e l l - a r m e d f r o n t i e r s m e n to I n s u r e his safe ty and c o e r c e the 
Indians if n e c e s s a r y . The idea of h i s going alone among t he s e t r i b e s 
looked to t hem a s su i c ida l and u n r e a s o n a b l e . They felt that Col, John 
was c e r t a i n l y los t to his f a m i l y , the s e t t l e m e n t and the coun t ry at l a r g e 
if he obeyed the o r d e r , ' T h e y waited on h im c n m a s s c and besought h i m 
to r e c o n s i d e r and r e c a l l h is consen t in. the t e r m s he had given it and 
offer to go if the g o v e r n m e n t would al low h im to s e l ec t an e s c o r t such 
as he d e e m e d safe and p r u d e n t to e n t e r the Indian coun t ry with. They 
urged h i m to th i s c o u r s e , p l edged t h e m s e l v e s unan imous ly to be the 
e s c o r t o r a p a r t of i t . They ca l led to his mind h i s knowledge of the 
t r e a c h e r o u s and f ickle n a t u r e of the Ind ians . And a s a n o t h e r , and one 
of the s t r o n g e s t r e a s o n s why he should not go, was h i s n a m e , a s i t was 
well, known tha t the Ind ians had a dead ly h a t r e d of a l l who b o r e the n a m e 
of H a r d i n . They knew h i m and knew tha t he had often b e e n the big chief 
that led w a r p a r t i e s , t ha t had done t h e m g r e a t mi sch ie f . His r a i d on 
the Wabash t r i b e was f r e s h in t h e i r m i n d s . The n a m e s of Indian Bi l l , 
M a r k , L i t t l e John , Long H a r r y , J ack Hard in and a hos t of o t h e r s of the 
n a m e w e r e i m p r e s s e d on the i r m e m o r y in a way that m a d e t h e m t h i r s t 
for the blood of a l l the r a c e . T h e y a r g u e d tha t , for the above r e a s o n , 
if he e s c a p e d with h i s life he could not effect any th ing . The ha t r ed of 
the n a m e he b o r e would be a b a r to any t e r m s of p e a c e . But they had 
no hope that if he went a lone of e v e r see ing h i m r e t u r n ; fo r , they u r g e d , 
a s soon a s h i s n a m e was known and he in t he i r power h i s fate was s e a l e d . 
To a l l t h i s Col , John m a i n l y a g r e e d . He f r ee ly a d m i t t e d that the r i s k w a s 
g r e a t and tha t he fel t tha t he was t h rowing away h i s life without any e q u i 
va len t to the c o u n t r y i n r e t u r n ; that to t ake an a r m e d e s c o r t would be 
t aken by the Ind ians a s an a c t of w a r and not of p e a c e ; that to i m p r e s s the 
Indians with the i d e a that the g o v e r n m e n t wanted p e a c e , he m u s t go alone 
and put h i m s e l f whol ly in t h e i r p o w e r . In a n s w e r to the p ropos i t i on to 
r e c a l l h i s a c c e p t a n c e he a n s w e r e d tha t he could not ; that he was a s o l d i e r 
and be longed to h i s c o u n t r y and m u s t and would go where h i s g o v e r n m e n t 
o r d e r e d , and do, or a t t e m p t to do, w h a t e v e r he was o r d e r e d without r e 
g a r d to p e r s o n a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . He e x p r e s s e d g r e a t r e g r e t that the lot 
had fa l len on h i m for m a n y r e a s o n s , but he would go as o r d e r e d . When 
Col . John announced h i s p u r p o s e as above , h i s k indred and ne ighbor s 
knew that the die was c a s t . He was going , as they be l i eved , never to 
r e t u r n . A g r e a t s o r r o w and g loom s p r e a d over the fami ly and s e t t l e m e n t . 
The m a n they loved and v e n e r a t e d above any o the r on e a r t h ; the man 
whose c o u r a g e and sk i l l had. led t h e m safe ly t h r o u g h many d a n g e r s ; the 
m a n whose sound s e n s e and good judgmen t had, a few y e a r s be fo re , c o l 
lec ted and led the b r o k e n and confused fami ly to t h e i r h o m e s on the r i c h 
lands of P l e a s a n t Run, s u r v e y e d and s e c u r e d t he i r t i t l e s , su rveyed r o a d s 
and aided in e v e r y t h i n g that would advance the i n t e r e s t s of the fami ly , 
m u s t lay down his useful life in obed ience to an o r d e r of his gove rnmen t 
in a t t e m p t i n g to p e r f o r m a duty they thought u s e l e s s , to say the leas t of 
i t . They w e r e too wel l pos t ed in Indian logic to be l ieve for a momen t 
that they would r e g a r d or be hound by any t r e a t y or a g r e e m e n t longer 
than they had an oppo r tun i t y to v io la t e i t . The i r idea of t r e a t i n g with 
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Indians w a s t h r o u g h the m e d i u m of powder and load . Shoot h i m down 
and he would e v e r a f t e r keep his p e a c e . This was the logic of the old 
m e n and the only t r u e one of so lv ing the Indian p r o b l e m . The b lack 
y e a r of 1792, a s the old p e o p l e ca l led i t , the y e a r of Col . J o h n ' s m u r 
d e r , was a y e a r of u n e a s i n e s s and doubt that unse t t l ed al l b u s i n e s s . 
T h e i r c r o p s w e r e n e g l e c t e d , a l l m e r r y - m a k i n g and f ro l i ck ing was s u s 
pended . T h e y p a s s e d f rom c a b i n to cabin d i s c u s s i n g the p r o b a b i l i t i e s 
of Col . J o h n ' s f a t e . At long i n t e r v a l s news would come f r o m h i m . A 
few l e t t e r s f r o m h i m r e a c h e d the f ami ly . Now and then r u m o r s of h i m 
would get a f loa t ; w h e t h e r t r u e or f a l s e , they w e r e .greedi ly t a k e n up and 
p a s s e d f r o m h o u s e to h o u s e . The l a s t pos i t ive news of h i m c a m e to his 
wife in the fa l l w r i t t e n by h imse l f . The fall p a s s e d and w i n t e r c a m e , 
but no m o r e t i d ings of Col , J o h n . M e s s e n g e r s w e r e sen t to t h e F a l l s , 
but could l e a r n n o t h i n g . As win te r deepened m a n y r u m o r s r e a c h e d h i s 
f r i e n d s ; one of t h e m tha t he h a d been bu rned at the s t a k e ; a n o t h e r , that 
he was he ld a c a p t i v e and a r a n s o m asked for h i s l i b e r a t i o n ; and a n o t h e r , 
that he had b e e n m u r d e r e d whi le in an Indian c a m p , the l a t t e r b e i n g 
t r u e , a s it t u r n e d out tha t he was k i l led while in c a m p w h e r e t h e town 
of H a r d i n now s t a n d s , in Shelby County, Ohio. T h e s e r u m o r s went to 
the h e a r t s of h i s f a m i l y and f r i e n d s like d a g g e r s . The t o r t u r e of s u s -
pence was m o s t c r u s h i n g on h i s wife and c h i l d r e n . At l a s t t h e sad t a l e 
was to ld . Af te r long m o n t h s of wai t ing the t r u t h c a m e tha t C o l . John 
was k i l l ed in D e c e m b e r . None w e r e s u r p r i s e d , for al l w e r e e x p e c t i n g 
to h e a r of the sad t a l e f rom the f i r s t tha t h i s life w a s u s e l e s s l y t h r o w n 
away . 

F r o m the d e p a r t u r e of Co l . J o h n up to the sp r ing of th i s y e a r , 1793, 
when the c e r t a i n t y of h i s fate was known, the H a r d i n r a c e had v i r t u a l l y 
given t h e m s e l v e s o v e r to g loomy fo rebod ings . T h e y w e r e l ike a ship 
a t sea wi thout a r u d d e r . T h e y looked to Col . John for a d v i c e and c o u n s e l 
in e v e r y t h i n g . T h e y looked to h im a s the i r l e a d e r i n c a s e of Ind i an r a i d s . 
In a word , Co l . J o h n was the only m a n that the g r e a t m a s s of t h e m eve r 
acknowledged a s t h e i r s u p e r i o r or l e a d e r . No o t h e r m a n c o u l d c o n t r o l 
t h e m as s o l d i e r s and get t h e m to obey o r d e r s f u r t h e r than s u i t e d t h e i r 
i d e a s of w a r f a r e . T h e y had i m p l i c i t confidence in e v e r y t h i n g h e sa id or 
d id , and would , a s t h e y often s a i d , r i s k t h e i r l ives in obeying h i s o r d e r s 
wi thout a m o m e n t ' s thought, or h e s i t a t i o n . When the full f a c t s of h i s 
c r u e l m u r d e r w e r e known, it w a s l ike uncover ing a s m o u l d e r i n g f i r e . 
The fury of old h a t r e d to t h e s e Indians b roke loose a f r e s h . T h i s l a s t 
s t r o k e , in t h e i r e s t i m a t i o n flic h a r d e s t of a l l , coupled with t h e i r de fea t , 
and , a s they f e l t , t h e i r d i s g r a c e in St. C l a i r e ' s m i s e r a b l y m a n a g e d c a m 
pa ign and s t i l l b a c k t h r o u g h the y e a r s to 1780, they had m a n y c a u s e s for 
h a t r e d and old s c o r e s to s e t t l e up with t he s e I n d i a n s . 

A l l thought of c l e a r i n g land and plant ing c r o p s was los t s ight of. T h e r e 
w a s but one fee l ing r u n n i n g t h r o u g h the whole r a c e : that was t o avenge 
t h e blood of C o l . J o h n and wipe away the d i s g r a c e of St. C l a i r e ' s defea t 
and a few h a r d l i c k s on old a c c o u n t s . They went to laying p l a n s for k e e p 
ing up a c o n s t a n t g u e r r i l l a w a r f a r e by forming squads of e igh t o r t en to 
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m a k e r a i d s by r e g u l a r t u r n s . With e a c h of these squads a po r t ion was 
to be m a d e up of m e n that had been in and through the Indian coun t ry on 
f o r m e r r a i d s and w e r e well acqua in ted with the p l a c e s and rou t e s in to 
and out of the c o u n t r y . T h e s e bold backwoodsmen had no thought of 
taking the g o v e r n m e n t into p a r t n e r s h i p with t hem in this w a r , for they 
looked upon t h e q u a r r e l a*s t h e i r own and p roposed to c a r r y it on in t h e i r 
own way and with t h e i r own m e n and r e s o u r c e s . But in the m i d s t of 
t h e i r planning and p r e p a r a t i o n s news was s p r e a d among them that Gen. 
Anthony Wayne ("Mad Antny" as they ca l led h im) had s u p e r s e d e d St. 
C l a i r e in c o m m a n d and was about to o r g a n i z e a heavy fo r ce of ample 
s t r e n g t h to sweep the Indian c o u n t r y to the l a k e s . This put a new face 
on the affa i r ; I t i t w a s t r u e , they felt that they had an a l ly they might 
safely join f o r c e s wi th , without h a z a r d i n g t he i r r e p u t a t i o n s as s o l d i e r s , 
a s they had done with St. C l a i r e . Many of them knew "Mad Antny" well 
in the a r m y of the Revo lu t ion , They knew his m e t t l e and abi l i ty to lead 
the old Indian f i g h t e r s tha t would r a l l y at h is ca l l and follow h i m to the 
l a k e s or a n y w h e r e e l s e he wished to l ead . To know the t r u t h they sent 
Danie l P a i n e to C inc inna t i to see Wayne , and know when the expedi t ion 
would be r e a d y to m a r c h , if the r e p o r t was t r u e and to notify h i m that 
they w e r e In as s c o u t s , and would he on hand and c l a i m the i r p l a c e s 
when he gave the o r d e r to a d v a n c e . P a i n e made al l h a s t e and r e t u r n e d 
with the glad n e w s t ha t Wayne was at work co l lec t ing m a t e r i a l , to equip 
a l a rge f o r c e , not l e s s than one thousand five hundred , and as m a n y 
m o r e as p o s s i b l e ; tha t the m o v e would be in October if a l l th ings could 
be gotten r e a d y so as to m a k e s u c c e s s c e r t a i n ; that he did not intend to 
m a k e a St . C l a i r e job of i t , and that he would gladly take^them into the 
s e r v i c e as they w i shed ; and tha t no t ice would be g iven t h e m in ample 
t i m e to be on hand . E v e r y a b l e - b o d i e d m a n of the connec t ion went to 
work p r e p a r i n g for the exped i t ion . I have often h e a r d t h e m say that 
they did m o r e w o r k in the next two mon ths than was e v e r done in the 
s e t t l e m e n t in the s a m e length of t i m e . The m e n laying in a m p l e s u p 
p l i e s of n e c e s s a r i e s for t h e i r f a m i l i e s du r ing t h e i r a b s e n c e . The 
women c l ean ing f lax , sp inn ing , weaving , d r e s s i n g s k i n s , cut t ing and 
making s h i r t s , t r o u s e r s and hunt ing s h i r t s , e t c . Al l th ings w e r e r e a d y 
by the f i r s t of O c t o b e r , but no no t ice had r e a c h e d t h e m to s t a r t . G r o w 
ing i m p a t i e n t , they sen t to H a r r o d s b u r g to make i n q u i r y . T h e i r m e s 
s e n g e r r e t u r n e d wi th n e w s that the expedi t ion could not m o v e before the 
next s p r i n g . Th i s news was l ike a cold bath to t h e m . T h e i r eage r 
anxie ty to get to t h e i r m u c h - h a t e d Indians and w r e c k vengeance on t h e m 
was h a r d to r e s t r a i n . The idea of wai t ing along six mon ths before they 
could see t he i r blood avenged s e e m e d to them next to i m p o s s i b l e . T h e y 
ca l led a counc i l to c o n s i d e r what was b e s t to be done . The quest ion to 
be se t t l ed w a s , "Sha l l we wait the t a r d y mot ion of the gove rnmen t which 
m a y n e v e r come to any th ing , or let the gove rnmen t go i t s way and o r g a n i z e 
our band and c a r r y on war on our own h o o k ? " This counci l met at the mouth 
of P l e a s a n t Run, w h e r e the H a r r o d s b u r g road now c r o s s e s . On this o c 
cas ion a new b r a n c h of the H a r d i n family c a m e in with t h e m . These w e r e 
the four sons and two s o n s - i n - l a w af Col . Moses Hard in of Virginia . 
T h e s e m e n c a m e to Kentucky in 1.790. They had al l se rved in and th rough 
the Revolut ion and w e r e b r a v e , powerful men . They were of the old 
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F r e n c h s tock and w e r e t r u e to t h e i r b lood , They s e t t l e d in the e x t r e m e 
n o r t h e r n p a r t of Wash ing ton County and w e r e known for a long t i m e as 
the Nor th M e n . F r o m this f ami ly a l a r g e n u m b e r of h ighly r e s p e c t a b l e 
men and women h a v e d e s c e n d e d . Gov, H e n d r i c k s , of I n d i a n a , i s of 
that family f r o m h is m o t h e r ' s s i d e . T h r e e m e n - - John S t e p h e n s , T o m 
and C h a r l e s H a r d i n - - with t h e i r b r o t h e r s - i n - l a w , C h e s s e r and Kee l ing , 
came ove r and jo ined t h e i r f o r t u n e s with the r e s t of the r a c e . T h e y 
had not had a q u a r r e l with the Indians as the r e s t had d o n e , but they 
felt bound by the t i e s of b lood to a s s u m e the q u a r r e l as t h e i r ' o w n . On 
l ea rn ing the sad fa te of Col . John and the d e s i r e of h i s n e a r - k i n d r e d to 
avenge h i s b lood , t h e y t h r e w t h e m s e l v e s h e a r t i l y in to a l l the q u a r r e l s 
of the f a m i l y . And to th i s day the d e s c e n d a n t s of t h e s e m e n have n e v e r 
failed to back t h e i r b lood In e v e r y t h i n g . So m u c h for t h e s e m e n of the 
Nor th . I wi l l now ge t back to the c o u n c i l . Two d a y s w e r e t a k e n up in 
d i s c u s s i o n , s o m e t i m e s v e r y w a r m . T h e counc i l w a s t o l e r a b l y wel l 
divided b e t w e e n wa i t ing on Wayne and the g u e r r i l l a w a r f a r e . As a c o m 
p r o m i s e i t w a s a g r e e d that Dan ie l P a i n e be sen t b a c k to s e e G e n . W a y n e , 
and if he sa id t h a t i t was r e a s o n a b l y c e r t a i n tha t he would m o v e in the 
sp r ing , then t hey would s u s p e n d and a l l be r e a d y ; but if W a y n e m a n i f e s t e d 
any doubt they would m a k e w a r on t h e i r old p l an , P a i n e m a d e the t r i p 
and r e p o r t e d on h i s r e t u r n tha t the exped i t i on would c e r t a i n l y move a s 
e a r l y in the s p r i n g a s the w e a t h e r would p e r m i t , and t h a t " M a d Antny" 
sa id , "Stay at h o m e and be r e a d y to m o v e with the e a r l y s p r i n g . " Much 
aga ins t t h e i r wi l l , t hey a c c e p t e d the s i t ua t i on and a g a i n a p p l i e d t h e m 
se lves to t h e i r h o m e d u t i e s . The p a s t two y e a r s now had v i r t u a l l y been 
thrown away . S e v e n t e e n Hundred N i n e t y - T w o , the b l a c k y e a r , was s p e n t 
in grouping t o g e t h e r and s p e c u l a t i n g a s to the c h a n c e s of ^ o l . John to s u c 
ceed and his r e t u r n . A d a r k fo r ebod ing hung o v e r t h e m tha t t h e i r w o r s t 
f e a r s would be r e a l i z e d . A g loom and r e s t l e s s d i s c o n t e n t hung ove r the 
s e t t l e m e n t . T h e i r f a r m work w a s n e g l e c t e d and the c o n s e q u e n c e was a 
sho r t c r o p . T h e nex t y e a r , 1793, was spen t in l ay ing p l a n s for w a r , and 
l e s s c r o p s w e r e m a d e than the y e a r b e f o r e . The c o n d i t i o n of m o s t of t h e m 
was b e c o m i n g r a t h e r s t r a i g h t e n e d f r o m two y e a r s id l ing a w a y t h e i r t i m e . 
Nov/ tha t i t w a s c e r t a i n tha t the whole a b l e - b o d i e d p o r t i o n of the s e t t l e m e n t 
would be on t h e w a r p a t h d u r i n g the c r o p p i n g s e a s o n of t h e n e x t y e a r , t hey 
went to work wi th a wi l l to get t h e i r c r o p s p l an t ed b e f o r e t h e y left h o m e . 
By the f i r s t of May they w e r e r e a d y for the s u m m o n s and Dan P a i n e was 
again sent to s e e " M a d A n t n y " , and c a m e back with an o r d e r for t h e m to 
r e p o r t for duty a s qu ick ly as p o s s i b l e . T h e i r p r e p a r a t i o n s w e r e c o m p l e t e . 
The i r a r m s and a m m u n i t i o n s had a l l b e e n put in the b e s t p o s s i b l e o r d e r . 
The i r wives had long ago put t h e i r hunt ing s h i r t s , b e l t s , h a v e r s a c k s and 
m o c c a s i n s in r e a d i n e s s for use at a m o m e n t ' s n o t i c e . R u n n e r s w e r e s en t 
to the d i f ferent s e t t l e m e n t s wi th the o r d e r to a s s e m b l e at S a m P a i n e ' s . 
By the midd le of May they w e r e on t h e i r way to C i n c i n n a t i . Over fifty 
of the k i n d r e d , c o m p o s e d of H a r d i n s , H a r d i n g s , D a v i s c s , Pa in .es , C a r -
lys le s and a few not r e l a t e d . A m o n g t h o s e w e r e M o r d e c a i L inco ln and 
two of the S h i v e l y s . T h e s e m e n , with s o m e fifty o t h e r s , w e r e divided 
off into s q u a d s . To e a c h squad v/as a s s i g n e d a c e r t a i n s e c t i o n of c o u n t r y 
to scout o v e r ; s o m e up the Sc io to and s o m e up the M i a m i . T w e n t y m e n 
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were detailed to pene t ra te the country to the upper waters of the Wabash 
to watch the motions oi the t r ibes of this r iver and Its tributaries This 
company was o rdered to so handle themselves that they would cover the 
country from White River , where Indianapolis now stands to I -ikp 
Michigan, a long r each for twenty men. Yet these hardy hunters did it 
and reported valuable information to Wayne of the movements of the 
tr ibes from the Wabash and Illinois Rivers and those on and around the 
lakes . Long before Wayne's array moved these scouts had penetrated 
to the heads of the r i ve r s and the lakes . Could a full and correct nar
rat ive be wri t ten of the many nar row escapes , ski rmishes , night attacks 
made on Indian camps , deadly hand-to-hand combats, laying in wait and 
ambushing, of these scouts , it would make a volume of very interesting 
reading. I can call to my mind many of the'se exploits as I have heard 
them related by'the old men that took par t in them. Both of my grand
fathers were in this scout of twenty on the head of the Wabash; Martin 
Mark, the two H a r r y s , Ben and Fla t -Head John Hardin; the Paines, 
Thomas, Abe and Stephen Harding. All lived till I was a grown man. 
All of these men were in that scout; and all did every possible mischief 
to the Indians they could. This was their last campaign, - and they thought 
their g rea tes t , as they felt that they had fully washed off the stain they 
brought home with them from St. C la i re ' s defeat and had done a big work 
in paying off old s c o r e s . Above al l , they had had the pleasure of a ss i s t 
ing largely in the work of annihilating the tr ibe that murdered Col. John. 
They had swept through the country inhabited by these Indians and their 
fury knew no bounds. 

They left nothing alive that came in their r each . They burned every wig
wam they found and tore up or cut down all the truck patches around the 
huts . If any of these Indians escaped they never re-inhabited their old 
homes . This large force of despera te men had so thoroughly cleared 
the country of Indians from the Ohio River to the upper portions of the 
Miami that. Wayne's m a r c h was wholly undisturbed until he reached their 
stronghold at the falls of the Upper Miami, where the Indians had p r e 
pared to give them war . The t e r r ib le havoc the scouts had made for 
two months before Wayne s t ruck them had virtually whipped them. These 
old, experienced fighters had been strewing the country with fallen braves 
from the Ohio to the l akes . All the t r a i l s the Indians traveled were beset 
with hidden foes; by day firing on all smal l par t ies that ventured to t ravel 
them. The par t i e s that were too s t rong to be attacked in open day were 
tracked to their camp and attacked at night. Their couriers in many in
stances were shot down; their squaws and children were hidden away in 
swamps and s tarv ing. No hunters could hunt game to feed them on and 
live. Many of the w a r r i o r s from the Wabash and Illinois Rivers were 
seen going back to guard their own homes . These hundred scouts had 
about ruined the Indians before the battle was fought. In the latter part 
of August, 1794, Wayne s truck the blow he had so long been preparing 
to s t r ike . In one day the power of the Indians to molest Kentucky sett le
ments was broken forever . As Gen, Wayne neared the Indian fortifica
tions these wild scouts closed In around them, shooting every Indian that 
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ventured out of reach of the main force to ca r ry messages or hunt for 
game. As Wayne neared the Indians' main force these pest iferous 
scouts drew in c loser every day and hourly grew more Independent and 
audacious until they had edged up close enough to form as s k i r m i s h e r s . 
For several days before Wayne reached the ground an almost unbroken 
ski rmish raged day and'night. When shielded by darkness they crept 
up near enough often to fire into the main camps. When Wayne came 
in contact and routed the Indians, these deadly scouts took them on the 
wing as they were fleeing from Wayne and slaughtered them without 
mercy . They pursued the broken Indians for several days, cutting down 
several , fifty mi les from the battlefield. The campaign c losed, and with 
it the mi l i ta ry c a r e e r of the old men of the Hardin family and their r e l a 
tives closed fo rever . Many of them were far advanced in age . All of 
them had reachecl the middle stage of life or passed it . F r o m boyhood 
up they had never known peace only at Intervals of short durat ion. All 
their active life had been spent in war, turmoil and ha rdsh ips . A new 
life now began with them. The real i t ies of a domestic life of quiet and 
repose were unknown to them. What were they to do with t hemse lves 
now that they had fought their last battle and laid by their a r m s f o r e v e r ? 
I will t ry to tell you what they did and how they spent the r e s t of the i r 
l ives . 

Among the company of scouts that scouted the country on the upper w a t e r s 
of the Wabash were my two grandfathers . Jack Hardin and Thomas H a r d 
ing, The company of twenty was split up into five companies of four m e n 
each, and the country from White River to the lakes was divided into a s 
many sections and four men allotted to watch each section. Thomas 
Harding was with the four that scouted the country cross ing the Walnut 
Fork of the Ee l River , in what is now Hendricks County, Indiana. In 
their scouting on this r ive r they established a camp at the foot of a 
beautiful and very singular mound that r i se s up on the level bot tom about 
fifty feet high in the shape of a haystack, covering not over a half a c r e 
at its base . The country around was exceedingly r ich and v e r y beautiful . 
Harding was so delighted with all he saw that he worked out a large t r a c t 
of land as his and cut his name with his butcher knife on a number of 
t r ee s as a m a r k of his claim; also the date, July 20th, 1794. This I 
have seen on a beech t r ee at the head of his and his wife's g raves on the 
top of the mound I have been descr ibing. They were buried t he re in after 
y e a r s . In 1830 these lands were brought into marke t by the government 
and he, though old, hastened off and entered all he wanted. In the fol low
ing year he moved to the country and took with him a large number of h is 
re la t ives . This move of his took to Indianapolis and the country beyond, 
the Hardin r a c e . 

The campaign over , the old men re turned to their homes safe and sound 
except a few of them slightly wounded, but none seriously disabled. A 
session of grea t rejoicing followed their re turn . The finest game was 
brought in from the woods. Feast ing and frolicking was the order of the 
day. Each of these old veterans fought his battles over again and told 
of his exploits in the late campaign under "Mad Antny." Each had brought 
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h o m e s o m e t rophy pee l ed off of unfortunate b r a v e s . They had brought 
down t h e s e to be exhibi ted and a l l the c i r c u m s t a n c e s of t h e i r c ap tu re 
w e r e fully told at a l l t h e i r g a t h e r i n g s . Each felt that he had fully r e 
c o v e r e d his s tanding as a so ld i e r and that the s ta in of St. C l a i r e was 
f o r e v e r wiped out. 

E a c h fel t that he had been a hos t and done a big work in avenging the 
blood of Col . John. All looked on the i r ach ievement s as the .grandest 
of t he i r l i v e s . They had a ided in the cap tu re of Burgoyne at Sa ra toga . 
Of th i s a c h i e v e m e n t they w e r e v e r y proud , but that grand affair was 
not , in t h e i r e s t i m a t i o n , equal to the annihilat ion of t he s e ha ted I n d i a n s . 
When they w e r e th rough with t h e i r frol icking and re jo ic ing they se t t led 
down in the i r h o m e s and went to work to r e c u p e r a t e the i r l o s s e s of the 
p a s t t h r e e y e a r s . F r o m the d e p a r t u r e of Col. John in the e a r l y p a r t of 
1792 up to the c lose of 1794, v e r y l i t t le work had been done on the i r 
f a r m s . T h r e e s h o r t c r o p s in s u c c e s s i o n had fal len heavi ly on the l a r g e 
m a j o r i t y of t h e m . The fo r tunes of a l l of them had run quite low, and, 
with a n u m b e r of t h e m , to the bo t t om. They had to look m a i n l y to the 
woods for a suppor t t i l l a c rop could be made and things g e n e r a l l y r e 
bui l t and se t to r i g h t s . The y e a r 1795 was a p r o s p e r o u s y e a r . C rops 
of a l l k inds were v e r y abundant and the s e t t l e r s had a l a rge s u r p l u s to 
se l l to n e w c o m e r s in the coun t ry . This year was a lways r e f e r r e d to 
by the old people as the yea r they made the i r s t a r t (as they c a l l e d i t ) . 
They had enough to s e l l to enable t h e m to lay by some th ing e i t h e r in 
money o r p r o p e r t y , a thing they had neve r done be fo re . F r o m this 
t i m e on they accumula t ed p r o p e r t y v e r y rapidly , having no w a r s to ca l l 
t h e m f r o m home and b u s i n e s s . They had now no oppor tuni ty to be on 
the war pa th , and as the next r e s o u r c e to gratify t he i r ambi t ion to be 
in the l ead , they tu rned the i r a t ten t ion to money-mak ing and extending 
t he i r landed e s t a t e s . T h e i r e n e r g y in th is new life pushed t h e m rap id ly 
f o r w a r d , and by the t ime old age began to tel l on t h e m , they without a 
s ing le excep t ion had la id by a m p l e m e a n s for t he i r e a s e and c o m f o r t in 
t h e i r old d a y s . T h e i r house s w e r e l a r g e , roomy and wel l bui l t of the 
b e s t and m o s t l a s t ing t i m b e r . Many of these houses a r e s t i l l s tanding, 
sound and s t r o n g . Uncle M a r t i n H a r d i n ' s , that he bui l t be tween 1795 
and 1800., i s s t i l l t h e r e , and John and Jacob Dav i s ' houses a r e today 
occup ied . Sam P a i n e ' s house i s s t i l l sound and i s used as a house of 
w o r s h i p . In the ro le of th ings th i s vene rab le old house b e c a m e mine 
and I donated it with the beaut i ful lot to the Bap t i s t s and Method is t s a s 
a house to worsh ip in and to e s t a b l i s h a c e m e t e r y . The house of B a r n a 
b a s M c H e n r y i s s tand ing , sound and subs tan t i a l . The house of Col. 
John Ha rd in bui l t in 1790 s t i l l l i ves - - the m a r k s of his ax a r e s t i l l 
p la in on the logs - - but not as a dwel l ing . N e a r fifty y e a r s ago , this 
house p a s s e d into the hands of C h a r l e s C a m e r o n , who s t i l l l i v e s , hated 
and d e s p i s e d by e v e r y one of the Hard in r ace that knows h i m . And they 
have, good r e a s o n to ha te him and al l his r a c e . This v i le , h e a r t l e s s 
m a n bought the Col . John Hard in f a r m from Hi lery Hays . On this f a r m 
Col . John had located the f i r s t c e m e t e r y ever opened in the s e t t l e m e n t , 
H e r e al l the dead w e r e b u r i e d . Many of the b rave old p i o n e e r s , the i r 
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wives and chi ldren were put away the re , reckoned not less than two 
hundred. After the removal of Col. John's family, Hays, the next 
owner, watched over the graves carefully. He was a man in no way 
connected with any of these dead. Yet he watched it, kept a good fence 
around it , kept the rude stones in their places and did all he poss ib ly 
could to p r e s e r v e the marks put up to tell who rested underneath. 
This man of hear t and soul sold to Cameron, a follower of St. P e t e r ; 
a man that asked the Virgin Mary and all the saints twice a day to 
bless him; this man that went to church every Sunday and asked God 
"to bless him and give him grace to do unto others as he would have 
others do unto him and h i s" ; this man Cameron came on the lands as 
mas te r of all these broad ac r e s once owned by Col. John. In swelling 
around viewing his possess ions , his eyes rested on the humble res t ing 
place of all these dead people, the nice grove of spreading sugar t r e e s 
and the sod of g r a s s under them; the idea came to his mind that on all 
the farm no place was so well suited as this to establish a mule lot. 
The stones that were put up to mark the resting place of f a t h e r s , 
mo the r s , chi ldren, were broken down and hauled out to make room for 
his mules to s t re tch their weary limbs under the shade of the t r e e s . 
When this more than brute was remonst ra ted with for his vanda l i sm, 
he replied that he had bought the land and it was his to do what he p leased 
with; and as to the dead that were in the ground, they were nothing but 
dead he re t i c s , and he was under no obligation morally or re l ig ious ly to 
furnish ground for them. I know this man Cameron and have often looked 
at his damnable work and often said hard things; but I will t r y to let h im 
re s t , as he is now ninety yea rs old and the devil will soon pay him for 
his vandal ism. 

I will now go back to my subject. As time rolled on these f rugal people 
grew strong in wealth. They had ample means to gratify the i r wants . 
Schools were built and their children were sent to them, giving them 
all the chance they would to acquire an education, a thing the fa thers 
and mothers were sadly deficient in. These children, educated in the 
round log cabins in the woods, under teachers not much bet ter educated 
than the children they taught, made the men and women that contr ibuted 
so largely to giving Kentucky its great name of being the mother of 
s ta tesmen and so ld i e r s . No ten miles square on earth can boas t of being 
the b i r th-p lace and training-ground of so many prominent men and women 
as the old Pleasant Run set t lement . Some of the most prominent were 
not born t h e r e , but were built up, schooled and trained, in a word, they 
were made t he r e . Time pas se s on and these hardy old men and women 
began to feel the wear of old age and a new life began with them. They 
relaxed their efforts to accumulate property and turned their f a rms over 
to their sons and sons- in- law and they took on for the first t ime a life of 
ease , and from this time on to their graves a more jovial, jolly set 
never lived. The r e s t of thei r lives was spent in visiting each other 
and feasting and fighting their batt les over and over again, with a little 
apple brandy occasionally to loosen their tongues, freshen their minds 
and warm them up to their work. Often these reunions would las t s eve ra l 
days, especial ly when they met at Martin Hardin 's . They were all very 
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fond of fine h o r s e s and r a c i n g . M a r t i n had a p p r o p r i a t e d one of his 
f ines t f ie lds of for ty a c r e s to a r a c e t r a c k and cow p a s t u r e . He said 
that he n e v e r would, of c o u r s e , have used the ground for r ac ing if he 
was not obl iged to have p a s t u r e for h is c o w s . Be this a s it m a y , M a r t i n 
had a b r o a d and wel l laid out and well kept t r a c k , plenty of the b e s t of 
h o r s e s and two wel l - t r a i n e d N e g r o r i d e r s , M a r t i n ' s hosp i t a l i t y , w e l l -
fi l led l a r d e r , apple b r a n d y , c i d e r oil and r a c e t r a c k d r e w t he s e jolly 
old fel lows of h igh l e i s u r e often t o g e h t e r , and f requent ly held t h e m t o 
g e t h e r for a week at a t i m e . Rac ing of m o r n i n g s and even ings ; not 
for money - - be t t i ng w a s not a l lowed , for Mar t in was a thorough'-golng 
Method i s t . It was to t e s t the speed of t h e i r h o r s e s and the fun it gave 
t h e m . On a l l of t h e s e o c c a s i o n s t h e i r exp lo i t s in the v a r i o u s w a r s they 
had p a s s e d t h r o u g h had to be r e t o l d , often al l ta lking at one t i m e , none 
l i s t e n i n g . T h e s e t r u l y w e r e t i m e s that t r i e d m e n ' s s o u l s ; but t h e s e 
i r o n m e n , tha t had p a s s e d t h r o u g h so m a n y s t o r m s and ove r th rown so 
m a n y o b s t a c l e s in t h e i r p a t h s , t o th is life of e a s e and p l e a s u r e they 
w e r e now l i v ing , had an e n e m y lu rk ing c lo se a round t h e m that they 
could not r e s i s t . T h e y had l ived out t h e i r a l lo t ted t ime and m u s t r e s t . 
One by one they t o t t e r e d over the b r i n k and w e r e mournfu l ly c a r r i e d 
to t he i r g r a v e s by the younge r m e n , while t he i r old c o m r a d e s s t a g g e r e d 
so r rowfu l l y a f te r t h e m . As t i m e sped on t he s e noble old m e n p a s s e d 
away , t i l l M a r t i n H a r d i n a lone was left. Of a l l the h o s t s , he alone was 
left s tanding - - the l a s t w e a t h e r - b e a t e n bid oak of the f o r e s t . The 
s t o r m s of n i n e t y y e a r s had b e a t e n o v e r and a round h i m . St i l l he stood 
s h a t t e r e d and b r o k e n in f r a m e , but g r and and m a j e s t i c ; his m i n d ever 
a tower of s t r e n g t h u n d i m m e d , unc louded, f r e sh , s t r o n g and v i g o r o u s . 
He was l iv ing , m o v i n g h i s t o r y of e v e r y t h i n g that t r a n s p i r e d dur ing his 
long l i fe . He forgo t no th ing . He could unro l l yea r by y e a r the r e g u l a r 
s u c c e s s i o n of e v e n t s ; t e l l you what each did and how and w h e r e . Many 
d a y s have I s a t and l e a r n e d the f ami ly h i s t o r y , and h i s t o r y g e n e r a l l y , 
f r o m h im . 

In 1840, at the age of n i n e t y - t h r e e , t h i s grand old m a n p a s s e d away . 
The l as t of the g r a n d old r a c e of d a u n t l e s s men that b r a v e d e v e r y p o s s i 
b l e d a n g e r , ha rdsh ip and p r i v a t i o n to hold and set t le the coun t ry as a 
h e r i t a g e to t h e i r c h i l d r e n . Y e s , M a r t i n Hard in was the l as t to go. He 
had followed a l l h i s old a s s o c i a t e s in a r m s to the i r humble g r a v e s done 
a l l he could to c h e e r and comfor t t h e m in t h e i r las t d a y s , and now he 
m u s t go a lone without the s y m p a t h y and comfor t of the men and women 
tha t had l ived with h i m th rough a l l the s t o r m s he had p a s s e d through 
d u r i n g h i s long l i f e . I saw h i m often in h i s l a s t d a y s , h e a r d h im talk 
of h i s old f r i e n d s tha t had p a s s e d away, and saw the t e a r s ro l l down 
M s cheeks a s he t a lked of t h e m . He n e v e r spoke of h is b r o t h e r John 
and h is sad fate that h i s vo ice did not f a l t e r and h is eyes fil l . He would 
s a y John was the n o b l e s t of the r a c e and to know that he died as he did. 
I have seen h i m , in h i s days of d e c r e p i t u d e , when ta lking of h is lost 
b r o t h e r , r i s e on h i s c r u t c h e s and hobble to and fro a c r o s s h i s r o o m 
with a look t h a t awed a l l i n the r o o m into s i l e n c e . When he would r e 
gain c o n t r o l of h i s f ee l ings he would r e s u m e his sea t and lead the con
v e r s a t i o n to s o m e o t h e r sub jec t . No man e v e r lived that could boas t of 
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h i g h e r and m o r e nob le t r a i t s of c h a r a c t e r than Mar t in H a r d i n ; t r u e t o 
e v e r y p r i n c i p l e of honor and m a n l i n e s s in every th ing h imsel f , he cou ld 
not t o l e r a t e any th ing e l s e in o t h e r s . 

T h i s i s the h i s t o r y of my o l d e r r e l a t i v e s f rom the e a r l y se t t l i ng of Ken 
tucky to the d e a t h of the l a s t , but not the l eas t , Uncle Mar t i n H a r d i n , 

Wr i t t en by J a c k H a r d i n , J r . , g r a n d s o n of J a c k H a r d i n , S r . , 
and T h o m a s H a r d i n g . 

^ j j t a ^ s j e ^ ^ e ^ s ^ c ^ j j f i j f c j ^ j j s ^ s i t ^ c ^ e s j j s i c ^ s i c ! ^ * ^ ^ % 

John Hard in and M a r y H a r d i n g m a r r i e d and w e r e the p a r e n t s of R o b e r t 
H a r d i n , who was b o r n in P e n n s y l v a n i a , May 6, 1776, and t a k e n c a p t i v e 
by the Indians n e a r the F a l l s in 1780, 

R o b e r t Hard in and E l e n o r S h e r r i l l w e r e m a r r i e d in Wash ing ton Coun ty . 
Kentucky, in 1799. They a f t e r w a r d s moved to what i s now Meade County 
T h e r e they l ived , r e a r e d a l a r g e fami ly, and a r e b u r i e d on t h e i r f a r m , 
n e a r R o b e r t a P o s t Off ice. 

To them w e r e b o r n c h i l d r e n as fo l lows : 

E l i z a b e t h H a r d i n , D e c e m b e r 4, 1799 
Lyd ia H a r d i n , Augus t 2 1 , 1801 
S tephen H a r d i n , Oc tobe r 17, 1803 
R u a n n a H a r d i n , F e b r u a r y 3, 1806 
R e b e c c a H a r d i n , June 14, 1808 
E m e l i n c H a r d i n , A p r i l 18, 1810 
M a r y H a r d i n , June 18, 1812 
C a t h a r i n e H a r d i n , June 2 5 , 1814 
John H a r d i n , J a n u a r y 7, 1817 
Nancy H a r d i n , Ju ly 29 , 1819 
S a r a h H a r d i n , S e p t e m b e r 2 1 , 1824 
N o r m a n H a r d i n , J a n u a r y 2 1 , 1827 

R o b e r t Hard in d i ed M a r c h 10, 1840, Aged 63 y r s . , 10 m o s , , 4 d a y s . 

E l e n o r S h e r r i l l H a r d i n , wife of Rober t H a r d i n , died N o v e m b e r 5, 1869-
Aged 89 y r s . , 5 m o s . , 12 d a y s . 
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